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1000 Days of Courage, Vision & Glory  

A thousand days of vision, courage and 
unmatched leadership.  Controlling the 

dollar flight, crushing smuggling, securing 
global recognition, holding successful talks 

with the US President, leading historic 
victories like Operation Bunyan-ul-Marsoos, 

launching strategic counterterrorism 
initiatives, restoring public confidence, 

elevating national morale and uniting the 
nation with pride and strength.  

  
“Celebrating 1,000 days means 
celebrating 1,000 victories of 

commitment.” 
 

Welldone Field Marshal Asim Munir
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LCCI hails China for expanding
 CPEC cooperation 

President of the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try Mian Abuzar Shad, Senior 
Vice President Engineer Kha-
lid Usman and Vice President 

Shahid Nazir Chaudhry have 
hailed China for again show-
ing its commitment to ex-
pand economic cooperation 
with Pakistan and launch new 
projects under the China-Pa-

kistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), a flagship program of 
the Belt and Road Initiative. 
They said that the meeting be-

tween Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi and Pakistan’s 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar 
marks a new milestone in the 
long-standing “iron brother-

hood” between the two coun-
tries. The LCCI office-bearers 
praised China’s unwavering 
support for Pakistan’s devel-
opment and  termed CPEC 
a true game-changer for 

the national economy. 
President Mian Abuzar Shad 
said that the fresh momentum 
in CPEC will attract investment, 

accelerate industrialization, 
enhance exports and gener-
ate thousands of employment 
opportunities in Pakistan. 
He hoped that upcoming 

CPEC projects would priori-
tize energy security, modern 
infrastructure, special eco-
nomic zones and agricul-
tural modernization, which 
are vital for achieving long-
term sustainable growth. 
The LCCI office-bearers said 
that LCCI fully supports initia-
tives that strengthen regional 
connectivity and make Pa-
kistan a hub for global trade 
and investment. They also un-
derscored the importance of 
a secure and business-friend-
ly environment for Chinese 
investors and professionals. 
The LCCI office-bearers said 
that CPEC is more than just an 
economic corridor, it is a sym-
bol of Pakistan-China strategic 
partnership and a guarantor of 
mutual prosperity for genera-
tions to come.
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LCCI Expresses Solidarity with Iran, Rejects 

Excessive Powers to FBR under Section 37AA

“Press Conference”

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry at a Press Conference 
on Monday expressed unwavering 
solidarity with Iran and registered 
the business community’s serious 
reservations over key proposals in 
the Federal Budget 2025-26. The 
press conference was presided 
over by LCCI President Mian Abu-
zar Shad and attended by Senior 
Vice President Engineer Khalid Us-
man, Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry, former presidents Mian 
Anjum Nisar and Muhammad Ali 
Mian and former Vice President Fa-
heemur Rehman Saigol. Members 
of the LCCI Executive Committee 
were also present.
Participants strongly condemned 
the Israel attack on Iran saying that 
the entire Pakistani nation stands 
in complete solidarity with Iran. 
They termed Israel a global menace 
and said that the people of Paki-
stan support Iran like a wall of steel 
in the face of oppression.
Shifting focus to domestic eco-
nomic challenges, all the partici-
pants of the Press Conference ex-
pressed grave concern over Section 

37AA of the Income Tax Ordinance, 
under which the Federal Board of 
Revenue has been granted sweep-
ing powers, including the authori-
ty to arrest traders without a court 
warrant. They categorically rejected 
these powers, warning that such 
measures are harsh and will only 
lead to more fear and uncertainty 
in the business environment.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
said that the business community 
is not a scapegoat and should not 
be sacrificed to cover up the failures 
of the bureaucracy. He said that ev-
ery single day, around four billion 
rupees are lost to speed money, a 
reflection of deeply rooted corrup-
tion within the system. Mian Abuzar 
Shad held the bureaucracy respon-
sible for the collapse of state-owned 
enterprises, saying that these losses 
are consistently compensated from 
the hard-earned taxes paid by the 
business community.
Raising alarming questions, he 
asked who will investigate the Rs. 
80 billion over-invoicing in the im-
port of solar panels and the Rs. 
565 billion refund scam. He further 

highlighted an outrageous inci-
dent in Lahore where FBR officers 
allegedly drew weapons on each 
other during a confrontation over 
bribes, questioning whether any 
action had been taken in response.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that over 
Rs. 8,000 billion are being spent 
on debt servicing, yet no one is be-
ing held accountable for who took 
these loans. He demanded an im-
mediate audit of such financial ob-
ligations. Citing economic misman-
agement over the past 15 years, he 
said that Pakistan has suffered loss-
es of Rs. 24,000 billion in capacity 
payments to IPPs and Rs. 25,000 
billion due to under-invoicing and 
smuggling. He demanded to know 
why no one had been held respon-
sible for these gigantic losses and 
why bureaucrats and policymakers 
remain beyond accountability.
LCCI Senior Vice President Engi-
neer Khalid Usman and Vice Pres-
ident Shahid Nazir Chaudhry said 
that due to these flawed policies 
and rising uncertainty, Pakistan is 
witnessing dangerous levels of cap-
ital flight.
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LCCI and Pakistan Products House Sign MoU to promote 
‘Made in Pakistan’ products in African markets

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and Pakistan 
Products House have signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing aimed at enhancing bilat-
eral trade, industrial collabo-
ration economic cooperation 
between Pakistan and African 

countries.
The MoU was formally signed 
by LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad   and Managing Director 
of Pakistan Products House 
Shahid Sajjad Hussain. LCCI 
Executive Committee Mem-
bers Khuram Lodhi and Ahsan 
Shahid were also present on 
the occasion.
Under the agreement, both or-
ganizations will work together 
to strengthen business-to-busi-
ness cooperation and expand 
economic linkages based on 
mutual interests. The MoU also 
outlines the exchange of busi-

ness reports, research studies, 
market surveys, magazines, 
newsletters  other trade-re-
lated information to enhance 
mutual understanding of 
market dynamics and policy 
frameworks.
The two sides have agreed to 

jointly organize B2B meet-
ings, trade exhibitions, sem-
inars, conferences other 
trade-related events to build 
strong connections between 
the business communities of 
Pakistan and Africa.
Speaking at the signing cere-
mony,   LCCI President Mian 
Abuzar Shad   said that the 
agreement marks a signifi-
cant step forward in boosting 
Pakistan’s exports and pro-
moting “Made in Pakistan” 
products in emerging African 
markets. He noted that Africa 
presents vast untapped po-

tential for Pakistani industries  
such collaborations can un-
lock new trade opportunities.
Shahid Sajjad Hussain, Man-
aging Director of PPH, said 
that Pakistan Products House, 
established in six key cities 
across Africa, serves as a ro-

bust platform for showcasing 
high-quality Pakistani prod-
ucts. He said that the MoU will 
provide Pakistani exporters 
with enhanced access to new 
markets and buyers.
 This strategic partnership is 
expected to open new doors 
for Pakistan’s business com-
munity looking to establish 
or expand their footprint in 
Africa. It is anticipated that 
this collaboration will not 
only boost exports but also 
strengthen bilateral econom-
ic ties between Pakistan and 
African nations.
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LCCI happy over Pro-business 
amendments in Finance Act 2025 

Finance Act 2025 

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry President Mian Abuzar 
Shad has expressed his optimism 
that the pro-business amendments, 
incorporated in the Finance Act 
2025 on the LCCI’s demand, would 
serve as a cornerstone for a new era 
of economic revival, pave the way 
for sustained progress, enhance in-
vestor confidence and shared pros-
perity for both the business com-
munity and the national economy. 
He was addressing a Press Confer-
ence, along with Senior Vice Presi-
dent Engineer Khalid Usman, Vice 
President Shahid Nazir Chaudhry 
and former LCCI President Muham-
mad Ali Mian, at the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry.   
The LCCI President said that the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue has decided to 
implement a transparent and struc-
tured procedure before initiating in-
quiries under sub-sections 8 and 9 of 
Section 37A of the Sales Tax Act 1990. 
For this purpose, Sales Tax General 
Order No. 02 of 2025 has been issued. 
Mian Abuzar Shad extended heart-
felt thanks to Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter & Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, 
Finance Minister Muhammad Au-
rangzeb, Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi, Ali Pervaiz Malik, Haroon 

Akhtar, Bilal Azhar Kayani, Gover-
nor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider 
and FBR Chairman Rashid Langrial. 
He paid rich tribute to Pakistan’s 
Chief of Army Staff, Field Marshal 
General Asim Munir, Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee General 
Sahir Shamshad, SIFC’s General Sar-
fraz and General Asad Cheema, for 
listening attentively to the Cham-
ber’s concerns and ensuring their im-
plementation. They have proven that 
while Pakistan’s defense remains 
impregnable, our military leadership 
is equally committed to strengthen-
ing the nation’s economic frontiers. 
The LCCI President said that Paki-
stan’s recent tariff advantages over 
India were a result of Field Marshal 
Asim Munir’s luncheon with for-
mer U.S. President Donald Trump. 
Mian Abuzar Shad also lauded 
the efforts KCCI President Javed 
Balwani, former LCCI Presidents 
Miān Anjum Nisar and Muham-
mad Ali Miān, former Senior Vice 
President Ali Hussam Asghar, for-
mer Vice President Faheem Reh-
man Saigol, Kh. Shahzaib Akram, 
Gohar Ejaz and S.M. Tanveer. 
He revealed that multiple Zoom 
meetings were held with govern-
ment representatives, alongside sev-
en personal visits to Islamabad. Our 

consistent stance was that no inqui-
ry or legal action should be initiated 
without prior consultation with busi-
ness community representatives, 
to prevent fear and to build trust. 
The LCCI President explained that un-
der the original budget provision of 
Section 37A, FBR officers had unlim-
ited powers to arrest, creating serious 
concerns within the business com-
munity. Now, no arrest will be made 
unless approved by a three-mem-
ber committee nominated by 
the FBR Chairman and relevant 
chambers will be taken into con-
fidence — ensuring transparency. 
He further added that concerns 
over the immediate rollout of e-in-
voicing had been addressed: it will 
be implemented in phases, begin-
ning with multinational compa-
nies and will be operated solely via 
FBR’s PRAL system, with nationwide 
awareness sessions beforehand. 
Regarding the controversial Clause 
21(S) that disallowed 50% of ex-
penses on cash payments exceed-
ing PKR 200,000, Miān Abuzar 
Shad confirmed that FBR has 
now clarified: if payment is de-
posited directly into a seller’s 
bank account, it will be deemed 
as made via the banking chan-
nel, effectively removing the limit. 
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LCCI celebrates Independence Day with 
Flag Hoisting and Cake Cutting Ceremony

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try celebrated Pakistan’s Independence Day with 
a grand ceremony featuring a flag hoisting and 
cake cutting. The event commenced with the rec-
itation of the Holy Quran followed by the national 
anthem.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice 
President Engineer Khalid Usman, Vice Presi-
dent Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, former President 
Muhammad Ali Mian, former Vice President Fa-
heem-ur-Rehman Saigol and Executive Commit-
tee members jointly hoisted the national flag. A 
large number of members of the business com-
munity were also present at the occasion. Spe-
cial prayers were offered for the security, progress 
and prosperity of Pakistan, while the atmosphere 
echoed with chants of “Pakistan Zindabad” and 
“Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad.
In his address, LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
said that Independence Day is not just a celebra-
tion, but a reminder of the sacrifices, unity and 
hard work of our forefathers who struggled for this 
homeland. He stressed that Pakistan’s develop-
ment requires collective efforts from all segments 
of society.LCCI Senior Vice President Engineer 
Khalid Usman said that the true spirit of inde-
pendence lies in fulfilling national responsibilities 
and taking concrete measures to strengthen the 
economy. Vice President Shahid Nazir Chaudhry 
remarked that the business community is playing 
a vital role in fortifying Pakistan’s industrial and 
trade structure. Former President Muhammad Ali 
Mian stressed the need for unity and harmony to 
send a strong message to the world that Pakistan 
is a stable and peaceful country. Former Vice Pres-
ident Faheem-ur-Rehman Saigol underscored 
the importance of business-friendly policies and 
industrial growth for economic progress.
They said that Independence Day is an opportu-
nity to renew the pledge to put Pakistan on the 
path of growth and prosperity.
The ceremony concluded with the cutting of a 
special Independence Day cake, where partici-
pants exchanged greetings and waved the na-
tional flag, expressed love and commitment to 
the homeland. President Mian Abuzar Shad add-
ed that true independence is economic prosperi-
ty, which can be achieved through national unity, 
sound government policies, and the promotion of 
investment.
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LCCI President Mian Abuzar shad urges Government to 
address visa issuance problems with UAE, Dubai and Saudi 

Arabia through High-Level Diplomatic engagement

President of the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry Mian 
Abuzar Shad has urged the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to take im-
mediate and concrete diplomat-
ic steps to resolve the mounting 
challenges in the issuance of 
business and labor visas by the 
United Arab Emirates, Dubai and 
Saudi Arabia.
The LCCI President said that con-
tinued delays and restrictions in 
visa issuance are causing serious 

disruptions to trade, investment 
and workforce mobility, which is 
affecting Pakistan’s overall eco-
nomic prospects in the region.
Mian Abuzar Shad expressed 
deep concern over the growing 
number of complaints being 
received from businesspersons, 
exporters, investors and human 
resources who are facing signifi-
cant obstacles in obtaining visas 
from these countries, which have 
traditionally been among Paki-
stan’s most important trade and 
labor partners.
He said that the business com-
munity is suffering due to the 
lack of access to key Gulf markets 

where Pakistan has deep-rooted 
commercial and labor ties. These 
restrictions are not only causing 
distress to our entrepreneurs but 
also harming Pakistan’s econom-
ic interests abroad. He strongly 
urged the federal government 
to immediately initiate high-lev-
el diplomatic dialogue with the 
concerned countries to resolve 
these issues on an urgent basis. 
As a concrete step, he recom-
mended that a special delega-

tion led by a senior Federal Min-
ister be sent to the UAE, Dubai 
and Saudi Arabia to engage di-
rectly with relevant authorities 
and advocate for the relaxation 
of current visa restrictions.
Mian Abuzar Shad also appealed 
the governments of these coun-
tries to take into consideration 
the historic economic, social and 
cultural ties they share with Pa-
kistan. He said that thousands 
of Pakistani businesses operate 
in these regions and that a sig-
nificant portion of Pakistan’s for-
eign remittances and exports are 
linked to the Gulf market. In light 
of this, any hurdles in the issu-

ance of business and labor visas 
would not only dent Pakistan’s 
economy but could also affect 
the development of host coun-
tries that benefit from skilled Pa-
kistani labor and investments.
“We urge the leadership of UAE, 
Dubai and Saudi Arabia to re-
view their current visa policies 
toward Pakistan and facilitate 
genuine businesspeople and 
workers who contribute positive-
ly to their economies,” he added.

The LCCI President feared that if 
these issues are not addressed 
promptly, Pakistan may lose vi-
tal opportunities in trade, joint 
ventures, foreign investment 
and manpower export. The fallout 
would be particularly damaging for 
small and medium-sized enterpris-
es (SMEs), which rely heavily on re-
gional trade and on-ground pres-
ence for business expansion.
He also called on Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and Ministry 
of Commerce to coordinate and 
adopt a comprehensive foreign 
policy approach aimed at resolv-
ing these diplomatic and proce-
dural barriers on a priority basis.
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Some Gains but Broader Economic Relief 
Missing in Federal Budget 2025-26: LCCI

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry in a press conference 
following the federal budget 2025-
26 speech, stated that while sever-
al of their demands were accept-
ed, the business community had 
expected broader relief measures 
to boost investment, industrial 
growth, small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) and the agricultural 
sector. 
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad, 
Senior Vice President Engineer 
Khalid Usman, Vice President Sha-
hid Nazir Chaudhry, former presi-
dents Mian Anjum Nisar, Muham-
mad Ali Mian, former senior vice 
president Ali Hussam Asghar and 
former vice president Faheem ur 
Rehman Sahgal addressed the 
conference. A large number of 
executive committee members 
and market association presidents 
were also present. 
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
stated that the increase in the de-
fense budget was a necessary step, 
but further increments should 
have been made. He welcomed 
relief for the construction sector 
and appreciated the higher alloca-
tion for water projects, though he 

emphasized that even more funds 
should have been allocated given 
current challenges. 
He said that the LCCI’s long-stand-
ing demand for simplified tax re-
turns had been accepted. While 
the super tax was reduced, the 
cut was insignificant and should 
have been more substantial. Shad 
praised the imposition of taxes on 
FATA/PATA, a measure the LCCI 
had long advocated for. 
He mentioned that 45 govern-
ment entities are being merged or 
abolished but stressed the need to 
divest all loss-making public sector 
enterprises. Other positive steps 
included tax reductions in the 
real estate sector, lower duties on 
property transactions, the estab-
lishment of Daanish University and 
measures to curb sales tax evasion. 
Bringing e-commerce into the tax 
net was also a good decision. 
He said that under-invoicing and 
Afghan trade have cost Pakistan 
Rs. 25 trillion over the past 15 years, 
while unchecked petroleum im-
ports are negatively impacting 
foreign exchange reserves. He ex-
pressed disappointment over the 
lack of measures for SMEs. 

Engineer Khalid Usman criticized 
the budget for lacking a clear 
growth strategy. He said the mi-
nor tax relief for salaried individu-
als was insufficient and called for 
further reductions. Taxing petro-
leum products, he argued, would 
discourage the documented econ-
omy. 
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry stated that 
policies formulated without stake-
holder consultation cannot be 
beneficial. 
Mian Anjum Nisar said the bud-
get should have focused on pro-
moting investment. The alloca-
tions for industry, agriculture and 
water resources were too low and 
the cost of doing business re-
mains unaddressed. The existing 
tax base is being overburdened.  
Muhammad Ali Mian pointed 
out that local taxes were not 
reduced, electricity prices re-
mained unchanged and ques-
tioned why the FBR’s discretion-
ary powers were increased amid 
automation. 
Faheem ur Rehman Sahgal em-
phasized that the budget should 
have been prepared in consulta-
tion with the trader community. 
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“Hum Sab Pakistan” Interfaith Conference to Promote 
Unity, Harmony & National Integration at LCCI

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry on Thursday 
organised “Hum Sab Pakistan” 
Interfaith Conference to express 
national unity and interfaith sol-
idarity.
Provincial Minister for Minori-
ty Affairs Ramesh Singh Aro-
ra, LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad, Senior Vice President En-
gineer Khalid Usman, former 
LCCI President Muhammad Ali 
Mian, former Vice President Fa-
heem ur Rehman Saigol, senior 
political figures including   Li-
aqat Baloch, Khurram Nawaz 
Gandapur, Chairman of LCCI 
Standing Committee on Inter-
faith Harmony Sardar Bishan 
Singh Bedi and religious schol-
ars spoke on the occasion.
Provincial Minister Ramesh 
Singh Arora said that holding 
such interfaith events is a need 
of the hour. He said that Paki-
stan is a country for all its cit-
izens, regardless of religion or 
ethnicity. The efforts of the La-
hore Chamber in advancing the 
cause of interfaith dialogue and 
harmony are truly commend-

able. It is time for all segments 
of society to unite and play a 
proactive role in building an at-
mosphere of respect, equality 
and peace.
LCCI President Mian Abu-
zar Shad said that the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry is committed to pro-
mote interfaith harmony and 
will continue to lead initiatives 
that bring different communi-
ties together under the banner 
of peace and patriotism. He 
said that we salute the armed 
forces of Pakistan for their un-
matched sacrifices in protecting 
our beloved homeland. At the 
same time, we also recognize 
and deeply value the contribu-
tions of religious minorities in 
the nation’s development. Their 
role in the country’s progress, 
democracy and social fabric is 
nothing short of remarkable. He 
said that a strong economy can-
not be built in isolation from a 
strong and cohesive society and 
that both are essential for long-
term national stability.
LCCI Senior Vice President Engi-

neer Khalid Usman stressed the 
need for unity. He said that we 
may belong to different faiths 
but we are united by one iden-
tity, Pakistan. Our purpose must 
be collective progress, national 
strength and peace for all. He 
said that mutual understand-
ing and respect are the building 
blocks of a just and prosperous 
society. Former LCCI President 
Muhammad Ali Mian urged all 
segments of society to come to-
gether to build a stronger and 
more peaceful Pakistan. He said 
religious harmony is a necessity 
for national development. We 
must all work together to en-
sure that our future generations 
inherit a tolerant and united 
country. Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee on Interfaith 
Harmony,   Sardar Bishan Singh 
Bedi, praised LCCI’s leadership 
for taking tangible steps to 
bring people of different faiths 
together. He highlighted how 
economic growth, communal 
peace and religious coexistence 
are interlinked and should be 
pursued together.
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LCCI Chief hails SIFC National Coordinator Lt General 
Sarfraz Ahmed for boosting investment climate

President of the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
Mian Abuzar Shad   has hailed the 
untiring efforts of Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council (SIFC) 
National Coordinator Lt General 
Sarfraz   for his outstanding role 
in creating a business-friendly en-
vironment and attracting both 
local and foreign investments to 
Pakistan. He said that Lt General 
Sarfraz’s efforts have significantly 
contributed towards restoring in-
vestor confidence and opening new 
avenues of economic opportunities. 
Mian Abuzar Shad said that under 
the dynamic coordination of Lt Gen-
eral Sarfraz Ahmed, the SIFC has 
emerged as a true game-changer 
platform, aligning federal and pro-
vincial stakeholders to streamline 
policies, remove bottlenecks, and 
ensure fast-track approvals for in-
vestment projects. He appreciated 
the Council’s initiatives in the fields of  
agriculture, information technology, 
energy, mining, and defense produc-
tion which are expected to bring long-
term benefits to Pakistan’s economy. 
“Lt General Sarfraz deserves im-
mense appreciation for introduc-
ing a new culture of efficiency, 
transparency and investor facili-

tation in Pakistan. His vision and 
dedication have not only strength-
ened Pakistan’s image abroad 
but also provided fresh hope 
to the domestic business com-
munity,” the LCCI President said. 
He said that the private sector 
stands ready to fully support SIFC 
initiatives, as these are crucial for 
industrial growth, job creation and 
enhancing exports. He particular-
ly lauded the recent efforts of Lt 
General Sarfraz in engaging with 
international stakeholders, high-
lighting Pakistan’s vast investment 
potential and strategic advantages. 
Mian Abuzar Shad also under-
lined the importance of   pub-
lic-private partnership  , stress-
ing that LCCI is eager to work 
closely with SIFC in identifying 
priority sectors, facilitating trade 
delegations, and ensuring that in-
vestment projects translate into 
tangible benefits for the economy. 
He concluded that the leadership of 
Lt General Sarfraz in SIFC has paved 
the way for   economic revival, re-
gional integration, and sustainable 
growth  , and the business commu-
nity of Pakistan fully acknowledg-
es and appreciates his invaluable 
contributions.
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Pakistan E-Commerce Association delegation 
call on LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad,
express concern over new Tax Measures

Pakistan E-Commerce Associa-
tion (PEA) has sought help of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry  for support in mit-
igating the potential damage to 
the e-commerce ecosystem be-
cause of new taxation policies.
In a meeting with the LCCI Pres-
ident Mian Abuzar Shad, the 
PEA delegation shared industry 
apprehensions and emphasized 
the urgent need for collabora-
tive efforts to protect Pakistan’s 
emerging digital economy.
Former LCCI President Mu-
hammad Ali Mian, delegation 
members Shahbaz Siddique, 
Imran Haider also spoke on the 
occasion while LCCI Executive 
Committee members Khurram 
Lodhi, Amina Randhawa and 
Rana Muhammad Nisar were 
also present.
The PEA delegation apprised 
the LCCI President that the sud-
den introduction of complex 
taxation measures has caused 

widespread unrest among 
stakeholders in the e-commerce 
industry. They said that the gov-
ernment’s recent policy chang-
es were implemented without 
prior consultation and have cre-
ated confusion due to vague 
legal definitions. This has raised 
fears of operational uncertainty 
among online sellers and mar-
ketplaces. They said that the 
requirement for mandatory reg-
istration for GST, Sales Tax and 
Income Tax, even for small and 
home-based businesses, will 
place an undue compliance 
burden on micro-entrepreneurs 
and discourage new entrants 
from participating in the digital 
economy. Moreover, the impo-
sition of a higher withholding 
tax on Cash on Delivery (COD) 
transactions, compared to dig-
ital payments, was described 
as discriminatory and counter-
productive to the government’s 
stated goal of promoting digital 

transactions and financial inclu-
sion. The delegation members 
said that the absence of stake-
holder dialogue has left the in-
dustry unprepared to deal with 
these changes, which are being 
enforced without a clear road-
map. They also expressed con-
cern over the lack of clarity in 
the definitions of key terms such 
as “platforms” and “intermediar-
ies,” which could result in incon-
sistent enforcement and further 
confusion in the market.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad assured full support to dig-
ital entrepreneurs and startups. 
He said that government pol-
icy-making must be inclusive, 
well-informed and designed 
in consultation with relevant 
stakeholders to ensure fairness 
and sustainability. He stressed 
the need for urgent dialogue 
between tax authorities and the 
digital business community to 
resolve these issues amicably.
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LCCI, Turkish Consul General Pledge to 
deepen economic and trade relations

The Consul General of Turkiye, 
Durmuş Bastug, Monday visited 
the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry to explore 
ways to expand trade and invest-
ment cooperation between the 
two brotherly countries.
The key areas, which came under 
discussion for enhancing collab-
oration, were trade, investment, 
technology, tourism and agricul-
ture, along with the regular ex-
change of business delegations.
LCCI Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry, Executive Commit-
tee Members Khurram Lodhi, 
Irfan Ahmad Qureshi, Amina 
Randhawa, Karamat Ali Awan, 
Rana Muhmmad Nisar, Shouban 
Akhter and Asif Khan also spoke 
on the occasion. .
Durmuş Bastug said that many 
of Turkiye’s leading companies 
are already operating in Pakistan 
which reflects the confidence 
of Turkish investors in Pakistan’s 
market. He stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening busi-
ness-to-business relations and 
shared Turkiye’s interest in initi-
ating more joint ventures with 
Pakistani counterparts. He said 
that Pakistan and Turkiye share a 
bond rooted in brotherhood and 
mutual respect and assured that 
all possible efforts are underway 
to elevate the level of bilateral 
trade and cooperation.
LCCI Vice President Shahid Na-
zir Chaudhry said that Pakistan 
holds its relationship with Turki-
ye in the highest regard. He said 
that the bond between the two 
countries is not just diplomatic 
but deeply historical and cultur-

al, with both nations standing 
side by side during moments of 
celebration as well as times of 
adversity. He also recognized the 
crucial role played by both coun-
tries as members of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation in 
fostering unity, peace and prog-
ress within the Muslim world. Tur-
kiye’s consistent support for Paki-
stan on key international matters, 
particularly highlighting the love 
and respect extended by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 
While acknowledging the strong 
relationship, he pointed out that 
the current volume of bilateral 
trade remains modest.
He shared that Pakistan’s exports 
to Turkiye during FY 2023–24 
amounted to $337 million, while 
imports stood at $491 million, 
making the total trade volume 
around $828 million.
He stressed the need for greater 
efforts to unlock the untapped 
trade potential and fully utilize 
the Trade in Goods Agreement, 
which came into effect in May 

2023. He expressed optimism 
that with mutual collaboration, 
the trade volume could be in-
creased to at least $5 billion in the 
coming years. He also identified 
significant potential for growth 
in areas such as textiles, construc-
tion, food processing, pharma-
ceuticals, energy, tourism, sports 
goods and especially the infor-
mation technology sector. LCCI 
Vice President underlined the 
role of business institutions in 
strengthening bilateral ties and 
assured that the Lahore Cham-
ber is ready to take the lead in 
promoting joint ventures, hosting 
trade delegations, participating 
in international trade exhibitions 
and organizing Pakistan–Turkiye 
business forums. He added that 
the Turkish Consulate General in 
Lahore can serve as a vital link 
between Turkish investors and 
the Pakistani business commu-
nity, particularly in a vibrant city 
like Lahore, which serves as the 
cultural, industrial and economic 
hub of Punjab.
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Increase in Withholding Tax on Logistic Services will 
devastate Transport Sector; Government must review the 
decision immediately: LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and the Paki-
stan Goods Transporters Asso-
ciation have jointly urged the 
federal government to withdraw 
the increase in withholding tax 
on logistic services announced in 
the federal budget 2025–26 and 
to address other critical issues 
confronting the transport sector 
without delay.
Addressing a joint press confer-
ence held at the Lahore Cham-
ber, LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad said that the increase of 
withholding tax on logistic ser-
vices from 4% to 6% is a harsh 
and unjustified blow to the 
goods transport sector, which is 
already struggling for survival. He 
sai dthat such a move could push 
the sector to the brink of collapse 
and demanded that the govern-
ment immediately reverse the 
decision and reinstate the previ-
ous rate of 4%.
The LCCI President said that the 
only general truck stand in La-
hore, located on Ravi Link Road, 
has become severely insufficient 

due to the city’s expanding pop-
ulation and commercial activity. 
He urged the Punjab govern-
ment to allocate land outside the 
city limits for the establishment 
of a modern, international-stan-
dard truck terminal, which would 
facilitate the relocation of goods 
forwarding agencies out of ur-
ban areas. This move would help 
reduce traffic congestion, lower 
environmental pollution and im-
prove logistic efficiency.
The press conference was also 
addressed by LCCI Vice President 
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, Executive 
Committee Member Riaz Tajik 
and leaders of the Pakistan Goods 
Transporters Association includ-
ing President Nabeel Mehmood 
Tariq, Senior Vice President Haji 
Irfan Sultan and Vice Presidents 
Muhammad Ahmad Khan, Mir-
za Arshad Iqbal Baig, Mumtaz Ali 
Khan, among others. They collec-
tively voiced deep concerns over 
the mounting challenges faced 
by the goods transport sector.
The association’s office bearers 
strongly criticized the govern-

ment’s practice of increasing toll 
taxes every two months, describ-
ing it as unbearable for trans-
porters. They added that the es-
tablishment of new toll plazas at 
various locations has opened the 
door for unjustified extortion, se-
verely impacting the sustainabil-
ity of transport businesses.
They also condemned the un-
warranted fines and harassment 
by traffic police under the guise 
of document checks, which, 
they argued, not only demoralize 
drivers but also negatively affect 
operations and reputation. They 
stressed that transporters are be-
ing penalized for minor issues, 
which adds to the already im-
mense financial burden.
Warning of the dire consequenc-
es, they said that the national 
economy is already under pres-
sure and if immediate steps are 
not taken to resolve the ongoing 
issues, transporters would be left 
with no option but to shut down 
their operations, for which the 
government would be solely re-
sponsible.
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Kenya eyes closer Economic Bonds with 
Pakistan, says High Commissioner

High Commissioner of Kenya 
Lt. Gen.(Retd.) Peter Mbogo Nji-
ru has said that Kenya and Pa-
kistan have a lot of potential to 
boost trade and economic tires. 
The growing interest of Pakistani 
entrepreneurs in strengthening 
bilateral trade and investment 
ties with Kenya is a good omen.
He was speaking at the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry. LCCI President present-
ed the address of welcome and 
shed light on the possibilities 
of trade and investment in the 
two countries. Commercial At-
tache of Kenya Bonface Njoroge 
Njuguna, Honorary Consul Dr. 
Faisal Khokhar and LCCI Execu-
tive Committee members Khu-
rram Lodhi, Ahsan Shahid, Am-
ina Randhawa, Syed Salman Ali, 
Amir Ali and Karamt Ali Awanw-
ere also present.
The High Commissioner said it 
is encouraging to see the de-
sire among Pakistani business-
men to build trade linkages 
with Kenya and said that busi-
ness-to-business partnerships 
are fundamental to sustainable 
commercial growth between 
the two nations.
He said that Kenya is open for 
foreign direct investment across 
all sectors the government is 
committed to ensuring full facil-
itation to international investors. 
He encouraged the Pakistani 
business community to take ad-
vantage of the vast economic 
opportunities available in Ken-
ya, particularly in sectors such 
as health, pharmaceuticals, ag-
riculture, textile manufacturing 
and leather.

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Njiru said that 
Kenya’s strategic geographic lo-
cation offers a critical gateway 
to East and Central Africa. He 
said that shipping goods from 
Karachi to Mombasa is feasi-
ble and cost-effective, which 
makes Kenya an ideal entry 
point for Pakistani exports tar-
geting African markets. He also 
appreciated Pakistan’s Look Af-
rica initiative, describing it as a 
forward-thinking and visionary 
policy framework that aligns 

well with Kenya’s economic as-
pirations. He assured the busi-
ness community that any issues 
impeding mutual trade will be 
addressed through coordina-
tion with relevant stakeholders.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad said that diplomatic re-
lations between Pakistan and 
Kenya were established in 1964 
and have remained cordial and 
productive ever since. He said 
that both countries are mem-
bers of the Commonwealth of 
Nations, share common values 
and trade potential.
He said that LCCI views Kenya as 
one of the most important trade 

partners for Pakistan in the Afri-
can continent and considers it a 
vital gateway to East Africa. He 
said that the Government of Pa-
kistan launched the Look Africa 
Policy in 2017 to boost econom-
ic and trade relations with Afri-
can countries including Kenya, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Morocco, 
Senegal, Algeria, Egypt, Sudan, 
Tanzania Ethiopia. Under this 
initiative, Pakistan is seeking 
to negotiate Preferential Trade 
Agreements (PTAs) with various 

African regional blocs to en-
hance trade volume.
He said that the Look Africa Plan 
is expected to significantly con-
tribute to Pakistan’s efforts to 
unlock the vast export potential 
in African markets.
Mian Abuzar Shad added that 
the support and cooperation of 
the Kenyan High Commission 
would be crucial in achieving 
these goals. He shared key trade 
data and informed that during 
the fiscal year 2023–24, Paki-
stan’s exports to Kenya amount-
ed to $315 million while imports 
from Kenya were around $614 
million.
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Issues of new industrial gas connections and over 

billing being resolved on priority: CEO SNGPL
CEO of Sui Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited (SNGPL) Aamir Tufail has 
said that the gas-related issues of 
industrialists are being resolved on 
a priority basis. Pending applica-
tions for new industrial gas connec-
tions and over billing complaints 
are being addressed swiftly while 
a focal person will be appointed to 
ensure timely resolution of com-
plaints.
He expressed these views while 
speaking at the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. LCCI 
Acting President Engineer Khalid 

Usman and Vice President Shahid 
Nazir Chaudhry also spoke on the 
occasion.
Executive Committee Members 
Rana Muhammad Nisar, Ahtesh-
am-ul-Haq, Rana Shouban Akhtar, 
Imran Saleemi, Muhammad 
Muneeb Munnoo, Aamna Randha-
wa, Aamir Ali, Waqas Aslam, Irfan 
Qureshi and former Executive Com-
mittee Member Arshad Chaudhry 
were also present.
Aamir Tufail said that where indus-
tries or industrial areas require ad-
ditional gas, dedicated pipelines 
will be laid upon their request. He 
said that domestic consumers are 
being supplied gas at a loss with 
around 40% recoveries which is 

one of the reasons for gas load 
shedding and the 3 million new 
connections pending applications 
pending.
He also admitted that gas for in-
dustries is expensive and reducing 
rates is beyond SNGPL’s authority. 
However, industries can be facilitat-
ed through gas blending. He said 
that industry plays a vital role in na-
tional economic growth and its de-
velopment is equally important for 
SNGPL, as industrial growth leads 
to higher gas demand.
LCCI Acting President Engineer 

Khalid Usman said that gas is the 
backbone of Pakistan’s industrial 
sector. He said that gas reserves are 
depleting over time, which has cre-
ated various challenges for industri-
alists across the country, including 
Lahore. He said that gas compris-
es about 29% of Pakistan’s energy 
mix. Promoting alternative energy 
sources could allow gas to be di-
verted from power generation to 
industrial use.
Engineer Khalid Usman said that 
SNGPL’s gas losses were 5.15% 
in 2022–23, which were reduced 
to 4.93% in 2023–24. He said fur-
ther improvement is possible. He 
raised concerns that gas pressure 
is extremely low in many industri-

al areas, which severely affects the 
production process, resulting in 
significant production losses and 
financial damage to units.
He said that the restriction on 
new domestic gas connections is 
harming SNGPL itself. LCCI mem-
bers are also facing unexpected 
gas shutdowns, disrupting factory 
schedules and preventing time-
ly fulfillment of export orders. This 
undermines foreign buyers’ confi-
dence. Due to these reasons, indus-
tries are relocating and many have 
ceased manufacturing operations 

altogether.
 Engineer Khalid Usman said that 
gas tariffs in Pakistan are very high, 
causing problems for the engineer-
ing and production sectors. Re-
cently, RLNG prices have increased 
by around 4.9%, further escalating 
industrial production costs. He said 
reducing prices is essential.
LCCI Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry added that industrial-
ists complain of long delays in the 
approval of their new gas connec-
tion applications. Moreover, SNG-
PL demands hefty amounts under 
the security deposit and overbilling 
remains a serious concern. Perma-
nent solutions to these issues are 
needed.
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PPP Alliance Pledges to Contribute
 Towards Economic Revival

An important meeting of the PIAF 
Pioneer Progressive Alliance (PPPA) 
was held under the chairmanship 
of Mian Anjum Nisar. The session 
featured comprehensive discus-
sions on the prevailing trade and 
economic situation of the country, 
challenges faced by the business 
community, performance of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and government initiatives 
for economic revival.
The meeting was attended by LCCI 
President Mian Abuzar Shad, Se-
nior Vice President Engineer Kha-
lid Usman, Vice President Shahid 
Nazir Chaudhry, former LCCI Pres-
ident Muhammad Ali Mian, Chair-
man Pioneer Business Group Ali 
Hussam Asghar, Chairman PIAF 
Faheem-ur-Rehman Saigal, Nas-
rullah Mughal, Khurram Lodhi, 
Tanveer Ahmed, Abdul Wadood 
Alvi, Chaudhry Mohsin Bashir, Ar-
shad Khan, along with other senior 
members.
During the meeting, Chairman 
Mian Anjum Nisar highly appreciat-
ed the outstanding performance of 
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad, 
Senior Vice President Engineer 
Khalid Usman and Vice President 
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry. The partic-

ipants gave them a standing ova-
tion in recognition of their services. 
He said that safeguarding the in-
terests of the business community 
and creating a conducive environ-
ment for trade and investment is 
the collective responsibility of every 
institution and leader.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
said that from the very first day, the 
LCCI has remained committed to 
addressing traders’ issues and pro-
viding guidance and facilitation to 
every business entity.
Senior Vice President Engineer 
Khalid Usman said that close coop-
eration with the government and 
regular engagement with policy-
makers is vital to stabilize the busi-
ness environment. He also urged 
traders to play a constructive role 
in the development of the national 
economy and industrial growth.
Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry said that pro-business 
policies, improved facilities and 
industry-friendly initiatives will ac-
celerate industrial development in 
Pakistan.
Ali Hussam Asghar said that the 
PPP Alliance is actively working to 
safeguard the interests of the busi-
ness community, while ensuring 

immediate attention is given to 
their problems in order to boost 
investment and strengthen the na-
tional economy.
Former LCCI President Muhammad 
Ali Mian presented a resolution to 
pay tribute to the LCCI leadership, 
which was unanimously approved 
and acknowledged with a stand-
ing ovation by all participants. He 
underlined that resolving the prob-
lems of the business community is 
key to ensuring economic stability 
and attracting investment.
Former Vice President Fa-
heem-ur-Rehman Saigal added 
that robust linkages between the 
government and trade institutions 
are essential to promote industrial 
growth and business-friendly poli-
cies.
The participants also observed that 
while government initiatives for 
economic revival are commend-
able, their implementation requires 
active involvement of the business 
community and trade bodies. The 
meeting stressed the urgent need 
to address critical issues such as 
electricity and gas tariffs, industrial 
rates and access to financial facili-
ties to support trade and industry 
in the country.
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Environmental Protection a Shared Responsibility of 

Government, Industry, and Society: LCCI Chief

President of the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry Mian 
Abuzar Shad has said that the 
business community is fully aware 
of its responsibilities regarding 
environmental protection is tak-
ing every possible measure in this 
regard. He urged the government 
to provide maximum facilitation 
and support to the business sec-
tor in this regard.
He expressed these views during 
a meeting with Director General 
Environment, Dr. Imran Hamid 
Sheikh. LCCI Executive Com-
mittee Members Syed Salman 
Ali and Waqas Aslam were also 
present on the occasion.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and the business community 
have always extended cooper-
ation to the government for en-
vironmental improvement. He 
said that the solution to industrial 
challenges does not lie in restric-
tions or closures but in consulta-
tion and mutual cooperation. He 
said that if industries are taken 
into confidence while formulating 
policies, not only can environmen-

tal pollution be effectively con-
trolled but industrial growth and 
employment opportunities can 
also be ensured.
The LCCI President said that in-
stead of imposing bans on indus-
tries, attention should be focused 
on technology upgradation, en-
vironment-friendly practices and 
provision of necessary facilities. 
He underlined that environmen-
tal protection is a shared respon-
sibility of the government, busi-
ness community and civil society.
Mian Abuzar Shad pointed out 
that the major cause of smog in 
Punjab is traffic emissions, fol-
lowed by the burning of crop res-
idues, while industries contribute 
only 9% to the problem. There-
fore, holding industries solely re-
sponsible for smog and pollution 
is unjustified. He suggested that 
the government should provide 
zero-markup loans for the instal-
lation of scrubbers and environ-
ment-friendly machinery. Further-
more, industries adopting green 
initiatives should be given special 
incentives and certificates.
He also proposed the establish-

ment of a facilitation desk at the 
Lahore Chamber for direct coor-
dination with industries to en-
sure timely resolution of issues. 
Public awareness campaigns on 
smog and environmental issues 
should also be made more effec-
tive so that citizens may act re-
sponsibly.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that the 
Lahore Chamber has always 
guided its members on tackling 
smog and environmental chal-
lenges and will continue to ex-
tend full cooperation to the Envi-
ronment Protection Department 
in the future.
Speaking on the occasion, DG 
Environment Dr. Imran Hamid 
Sheikh acknowledged that en-
vironmental issues are a serious 
challenge that requires collective 
efforts from all segments of soci-
ety, including industries. He laud-
ed the role of LCCI, stating that 
the Chamber has always been at 
the forefront of initiatives for en-
vironmental betterment. He also 
announced the appointment of 
Anjum Riaz as a focal person for 
addressing industrial concerns.
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Pakistan Needs a Balanced and 
Strategic Budget: Engr. Khalid Usman

Awareness Session on Federal Budget 2025-26 at LCCI

A balanced and strategy-driven 
federal budget is essential for Paki-
stan’s economic future, as it can de-
fine the country’s direction and sta-
bilize a struggling business climate.
This was upshot of the speeches 
delivered by the LCCI Acting Pres-
ident Engineer Khalid Usman, Vice 
President Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, 
former LCCI President Muhammad 
Ali Mian, former Senior Vice Presi-

dent Ali Hussam Asghar and ex-
perts from different sectors while 
speaking at the awareness session 
on the upcoming Federal Bud-
get 2025-26, organized by the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. Executive Committee 
Members Asif Malik, Firdous Nisar, 
Sheikh Muhammad Fayyaz, Abdul 
Majeed, Karamat Ali Awan, Syed 
Hassan Raza, Syed Salman Ali. Eht-
sham ul Haq, Rana Muhammad 
Nisar, Shouban Akhter, former EC 
members Naeem Hanif, Malik Mu-
hammad Usman, Yousaf Shah and 
Chaudhry Muhammad Arshad 
were also present.
Speaking at the session, Acting 
President Engr. Khalid Usman said 
that the key pillars of the budget 
should include expansion of the 

tax net, relief for existing taxpayers, 
protection of domestic industry, 
elimination of duties on imported 
raw materials, growth of GDP and 
exports meaningful economic re-
forms.
He said that tariffs must be used 
as a policy tool to protect domes-
tic industries and reduce Pakistan’s 
reliance on imports. He advocated 
for zero-rating customs duties and 

sales tax on raw materials to ensure 
cost-effective industrial production. 
He also called for targeted incen-
tives and protections for SMEs and 
the auto sector which are critical 
for employment and economic re-
silience.
While talking about the govern-
ment’s reported plan to offer elec-
tricity at five cents per unit for cryp-
to mining, he questioned why such 
a competitive rate is not being ex-
tended to local industries, which 
are far more impactful in terms of 
job creation and economic contri-
bution.
He said that LCCI was the first 
chamber to submit budget pro-
posals to the government. These 
included recommendations for re-
ducing the cost of doing business, 

improving the ease of doing busi-
ness, enabling SME growth using 
digital technology to minimize 
human interaction in tax adminis-
tration. The LCCI also emphasized 
simplifying regulatory frameworks 
and promoting deregulation to en-
courage industrial expansion.
Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry said that high operation-
al costs and unpredictable tax pol-
icies have discouraged both local 
and foreign investors. He urged the 
government to craft a budget that 
offers long-term predictability, par-
ticularly in taxation. He stressed the 
importance of stakeholder consul-
tation, especially with the business 
community, before implementing 
any new tax regime. He said that 
unless energy costs and policy in-
stability are addressed, Pakistan’s 
manufacturing sector will remain 
uncompetitive in regional and 
global markets. He further added 
that restoring business confidence 
requires continuity in policy and a 
fair taxation system that supports 
genuine businesses instead of pe-
nalizing them. Former LCCI Pres-
ident Muhammad Ali Mian talked 
about tariff rationalization and gave 
various suggestions. He called for a 
pro-growth and industry-friendly 
federal budget that supports mac-
roeconomic stability, promotes in-
vestment strengthens the country’s 
industrial backbone.
Former LCCI President Ali Hussam 
Asghar said that Pakistan’s export 
potential remains largely untapped 
due to inconsistent policy frame-
works and lack of facilitation for ex-
porters. He said that enhancing ex-
ports is the only sustainable way to 
address Pakistan’s trade deficit and 
foreign exchange challenges.



Lahore Chamber News 28

Industries under RUDA’s Jurisdiction in 
Saggian face severe Challenges, LCCI 

Demands CM Punjab’s immediate intervention

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry has raised 
serious concerns about the 
plight of industrial units oper-
ating in Saggian Lahore and 
surrounding areas under the 
jurisdiction of Ravi Urban Devel-
opment Authority (RUDA).
In an emergency meeting held 
at LCCI, industrialists unani-
mously appealed to Punjab 
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz 
to take immediate notice of the 
crisis. 
LCCI Acting President Engneer 
Khalid Usman, former LCCI 
President Muhammad Ali Mian, 
Convener of Standing Com-
mittee Ali Sheraz, Zafar iqbal, 
Akram dewan, Muhammad 
Ameen, Muhammad Hanan, 
Muhammad Yonus, Tanveer 
Hussain, Muhammad Adeel and 
Advocate M Waqar also spoke 

on the occasion.
Engineer Khalid Usman and 
Muhammad Ali Mian highlight-
ed that major issue is imposition 
of DC rate that is 10 times higher   
than standard rates in the juris-
diction of RUDA.
They said that over 1,000 indus-
trial units, ranging from small 
workshops to large factories, are 
facing existential threats due to 
these inflated charges. 
They said that these industries 
employ more than   10,000 
workers   directly and support 
thousands of families indirect-
ly,” Usman emphasized. If RUDA 
continues with this unfair tax-
ation, we will see massive job 
losses and industrial collapse. 
 While painting a grim picture 
of the potential consequences, 
they said that forcing industries 
to pay unaffordable DC rates 

will lead to shutdowns. When 
factories close, workers lose live-
lihoods, and that creates   social 
unrest and law-and-order prob-
lems. 
They demanded immediate re-
duction in DC rates to reason-
able levels, restriction on sealing 
or eviction of industrial units and 
consultation   with stakeholders 
before finalizing new rates.   
Participants of the meeting said 
that industrialists have pin their 
hopes on CM Maryam Nawaz’s 
intervention. “We believe the 
Chief Minister, who has priori-
tized economic development, 
will understand our plight and 
take necessary action.
They warned that destabilizing 
this industrial hub could have   
ripple effects   across Punjab’s 
economy. These industries feed 
into larger supply chains.
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SNGPL Facilitation Desk inaugurated at LCCI

A dedicated facilitation desk 
of Sui Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited has been inaugurated 
at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry to address 
gas-related issues of the business 

community.
LCCI Acting President Engineer 
Khalid Usman and SNGPL 
General Manager Lahore West 
Bilal Asghar jointly inaugurated 
the SNGPL Facilitation Desk. 
This initiative is part of the LCCI’s 
efforts to strengthening public-
private partnership.
The inauguration ceremony 
was also attended by LCCI 
Vice President Shahid Nazir 
Chaudhry, Chaudhry Mohsin 
Bashir, Chief Engineer SNGPL 
Lahore West Muhammad 
Khurram, Deputy Chief Officer 
Syed Rehman, LCCI Executive 
Committee Members Shouban 
Akhtar, Syed Hassan Raza, Abdul 
Majeed and former Executive 
Committee Member Chaudhry 
Muhammad Arshad.
Speaking on the occasion, LCCI 
Acting President Engineer 

Khalid Usman lauded SNGPL 
and said that the establishment 
of Facilitation Desk at LCCI is a 
significant.
He said that this dedicated 
desk will now serve as a direct 

and effective communication 
bridge between SNGPL and LCCI 
members.
He said that the facilitation desk 
will not only help in providing 
immediate support to LCCI 
members but will also strengthen 
the relationship between SNGPL 
and private businesses. It is a win-
win initiative that reflects LCCI’s 
commitment to improving the 
ease of doing business.
 GM SNGPL Lahore West Bilal 
Asghar termed the collaboration 
with Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry as a 
welcome step. He assured the 
business community that SNGPL 
is committed to resolving issues 
in a proactive and responsive 
manner. He said “we believe in 
facilitating the business sector to 
the best of our capacity and this 
desk will help us engage more 

efficiently with the industrial 
stakeholders.
Chief Engineer Muhammad 
Khurram and Deputy Chief Officer 
Syed Rehman also expressed 
their resolve to remain engaged 

with the LCCI and its members 
to ensure uninterrupted gas 
supply and quick resolution 
of technical issues. LCCI Vice 
President Shahid Nazir Chaudhry 
welcomed the initiative and 
said that such collaborations 
reflect a positive change in 
the approach of public sector 
service delivery. He said that 
this facilitation desk would 
serve as a model for other. He 
said that the establishment of 
the SNGPL facilitation desk is a 
practical step towards public-
private sector synergy, which 
can lead to more responsive 
governance and ease of doing 
business. Chaudhry Mohsin 
Bashir said that the facilitation 
desk is expected to become fully 
operational in the coming days 
and would be proved a great 
facility for the LCCI members.
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A country’s railway is like its 
veins and arteries. It moves peo-
ple and goods everywhere but 
running a railway is very expen-
sive. Some railways lose money, 
while others find ways to earn it. 
This is the story of two neigh-
bours, Pakistan Railways and 
Indian Railways. For the years, 
Pakistan’s railway has been 
struggling. Meanwhile, India’s 
railway performed an amaz-
ing financial turnaround un-
der former Indian Railway 
Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav. 
After Pakistan was created, it 
inherited a good railway sys-
tem from the British. For many 
years, it was the best way to 
travel between big cities like 
Karachi, Lahore and Rawal-
pindi. It made money and 
helped connect the country. 
Over time, many problems piled 
up. The tracks, signals and trains 
became very old and broken. 
Because of this, trains must go 
slow and are often late or can-
celled. The railway employs far 
more people than it needs. 
Most of its money is spent just 
on paying salaries and pen-
sions, with little left for repairs. 
Politicians keep passenger ticket 
prices very low to make people 
happy. This means the railway 
loses money on every passenger 

trip. Lost cargo business is the 
biggest problem. Moving goods 
(like coal, cement and food) is 
how railways make real profit. But 
because the service was unreli-
able, businesses switched to us-
ing trucks. Losing this cargo busi-
ness was a huge financial blow. 
The financial situation is bad.  The 
total amount lost over the years 
is over Rs. 400 Billion.  In the 

2022-23 financial year, it lost Rs. 
37.5 Billion. The railway survives 
because the government gives 
it emergency financial support 
every year to keep it running.  
There is a big plan with China 
(CPEC) to upgrade the main rail-

way line. However, this project 
is moving very slowly. Adding a 
few new trains isn’t enough to 
fix all the deep-rooted problems. 
In the early 2000s, Indian Rail-
ways was in deep trouble. It 
was losing money fast. Experts 
thought it was heading for bank-
ruptcy.  Prasad Yadav became the 
Railway Minister. His team used 
simple, clever ideas to save it. 
They focused on making more 
money from moving cargo, not 
by raising passenger ticket prices. 
They allowed each goods wagon 
to carry a little more weight. 
This one change meant each 
train could carry more cargo 
and make more money per 
trip without any extra cost. 
They unloaded and turned 
around goods trains much 
faster. This meant they could 
use the same trains and wag-
ons more times every day. 
They lowered their prices for 
cargo to compete with trucks. 
Because they were cheap-
er and reliable, more busi-
nesses used them again. They 
made less money per package 
but moved a much larger vol-
ume, so total revenue soared. 
The changes worked incredibly 
well.  Instead of losing money, 
Indian Railways started making 
record profits.  

Two Railways, Two Different Stories 
By Mian Abuzar Shad

President 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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LCCI President puts conditional 
acceptance on government talks offer

Massive show of support at Traders Convention

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry witnessed a 
massive show of strength at its 
Traders Convention, where thou-
sands of traders declared their 
unwavering support for the LCCI. 
Following overwhelming input 
from the trader community, LCCI 
President Mian Abuzar Shad 
conditionally accepted the gov-
ernment’s offer for negotiations 
saying that any talks must be 
meaningful and solution-orient-
ed. He said that the July 19 na-
tionwide strike will proceed as 
scheduled.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad, 
Senior Vice President Engineer 
Khalid Usman, Vice President 

Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, Former 
LCCI Presidents Mian Anjum Ni-
sar, Muhammad Ali Mian, former 

Senior Vice President Ali Hussam 
Asghar, former Vice President Fa-
heem ur Rehman Saigol, repre-
sentatives of trade and industrial 
associations and LCCI Executive 
Committee Members spoke on 
the occasion.   President LCCI 
Mian Abuzar Shad said that the 
business community has been 
pushed to the wall through op-
pressive policies. We don’t enjoy 
going on strike. We have been 
squeezed to the point of compul-
sion. He said that when Lahore 
moves, the entire country follows.
He condemned the imposition of 
Section 37AA of the Income Tax 
Ordinance and called it a dra-
conian law aimed at destroying 

trade and industry. Dual nation-
als are drafting policies for this 
country. No wonder the economy 

has reached this crisis point. He 
said that the business commu-
nity did not take these massive 
loans, we are not liable to bear 
their burden. Why are the $200 
billion held abroad not brought 
back?, he questioned.  Mian Abu-
zar warned that if even a single 
trader is harmed, the entire na-
tional business community will 
rise in protest. We will pay our 
taxes and we will also demand 
accountability for the corruption 
eating up our economy.
Former LCCI President and 
SAARC Chamber Vice President 
Mian Anjum Nisar said that we 
do not want to strike but the 
government has left us with no 
choice. Doing business has be-
come nearly impossible due to 
the harsh and impractical bud-
get measures imposed by FBR.
He revealed that in Lahore, FBR 
officials pulled guns on each oth-
er over bribery money disputes. 
He said that the politicians set a 
Rs. 500 million corruption limit 
for NAB but businesspersons are 
arrested over suspicion of Rs. 50 
million. Why this double stan-
dard? He warned that Section 
37AA would further promote cor-
ruption and destroy economic 
confidence.
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LCCI, Bangladesh High Commission vow to 
Strengthen Bilateral Trade and Economic Ties

High Commissioner of Bangla-
desh Muhammad Iqbal Hussain 
Khan has said that Bangladesh 
has recently simplified visa re-
quirements for Pakistani citizens 
to encourage bilateral trade and 
cultural exchanges. He said that 
work is also underway to intro-
duce an e-visa facility for Paki-
stani nationals in the near future.
During his visit to the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, the High Commissioner 
highlighted the importance of 
regular business delegation ex-
changes to explore new oppor-
tunities and deepen market un-
derstanding between the two 
countries.
LCCI Senior Vice President En-
gineer Khalid Usman, Vice Pres-
ident Shahid Nazir Chaudhry 
andHonorary Consul General of 
Bangladesh Qazi Humayun Fa-
reed also addressed the session 
and pledged to further deepen 
economic and commercial rela-
tions between the two nations. 
LCCI Executive Committee Mem-
bers Waqas Aslam, Syed Hassan 
Raza, Shouban Akhter, Firdous 
Nisar, Ahad Amin malik, Asif Ma-

lik, Ahsan Shahid and Asif Khan 
were also present.
Highlighting Bangladesh’s inter-
est in expanding economic ties, 
the High Commissioner men-
tioned potential trade sectors 
including coconut and coal from 
Bangladesh andleather, meat, 
rice, sugar, fish andcoal from Pa-
kistan. He further disclosed that 
direct flights and shipping routes 
between the two countries are 
being considered to boost trade 
connectivity.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad, welcoming the envoy, said 
that Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
being the largest economies in 
SAARC after India, should uti-
lize regional trade opportunities 
for mutual benefit. He said that 
Bangladesh’s GDP has reached 
$437 billion while Pakistan’s GDP 
stands at $373 billion. It is time we 
join hands to maximize trade po-
tential,” he added.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that the 
balance of trade currently favors 
Pakistan, with total bilateral trade 
volume recorded at $718 million 
in 2023-24. Of this, Pakistan ex-
ported goods worth $661 million 

to Bangladesh and imported 
goods worth $57 million. From 
July to March in the current fiscal 
year (2024-25), Pakistan’s exports 
to Bangladesh stood at $603 mil-
lion and imports at $63 million.
He said that with consistent ef-
forts and mutual commitment, it 
is very feasible to raise the trade 
volume to at least $2 billion an-
deven $5-10 billion in the near fu-
ture, as envisioned by LCCI.
“Currently, Pakistan exports cot-
ton fabrics, yarn andcement to 
Bangladesh. However, the LCCI 
President sees huge potential 
in pharmaceuticals, surgical in-
struments, sports goods andauto 
parts. He also stressed the impor-
tance of moving towards a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), given the 
favorable political and economic 
climate”, Mian Abuzar Shad add-
ed.
The LCCI President assured the 
High Commissioner of LCCI’s full 
support in promoting trade and 
investment between the two 
countries. “Our doors are always 
open for facilitating businesses 
and sharing trade-related infor-
mation,” he said.
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LCCI President hails PM Shahbaz and economic 
team’s efforts for boost in Pakistan’s Credit Rating 

and Global Recognition for Sustainable Development

The President of the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try Mian Abuzar Shad has warmly 
welcomed the boost in Pakistan’s 
credit rating by S&P Global to 
B-  from CCC+ and the commen-
dation by the World Bank for Pa-
kistan’s strides in sustainable de-

velopment. 
He termed these achievements 
as a reflection of the Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif and his eco-
nomic teams’s prudent econom-
ic policies, strategic planning and 
commitment to long-term eco-
nomic growth and global inte-
gration.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that rec-
ognition from World Bank and 
S&P is a significant milestone 
that will play a vital role in boost-
ing foreign investment, enhance 
business credibility and creating 
a more stable financial environ-
ment for the private sector. He 

said that the improvement in 
credit rating by a globally known 
institution like S&P Global sends a 
strong message to the foreign in-
vestors that Pakistan is on a path 
to economic recovery and resil-
ience.
He said that despite numerous 
global and regional economic 
challenges, the Government of 
Pakistan has made commend-
able efforts in steering the coun-
try toward macroeconomic sta-
bility. The credit rating upgrade is 
not just a statistical improvement 
but a strong endorsement of the 
government’s efforts to stabilize 
the economy, reduce fiscal defi-
cits, enhance tax collection and 
implement structural reforms.
The LCCI President further 
stressed the importance of this 
positive development for the 
business community. He said 
that such international recog-
nition boosts the morale of lo-
cal entrepreneurs and provides 
them with confidence to invest, 
expand and innovate. “It will help 
reduce borrowing costs for the 
government and private sector, 
improve access to international 
financial markets and strength-
en Pakistan’s position in global 
trade and commerce”, he added. 
Mian Abuzar Shad said that Paki-
stan’s shift toward inclusive and 
environmentally responsible eco-
nomic growth is in line with glob-
al goals and will open new doors 
of cooperation and funding from 
international development part-

ners. It is very encouraging to see 
Pakistan being recognized for its 
efforts in climate action, renew-
able energy, poverty alleviation 
and social sector reforms.
He hoped that the government 
would maintain this momen-
tum and continue focusing on 
policies that foster ease of do-
ing business, reduce regulatory 
bottlenecks, support export-led 
growth and incentivize small 
and medium-sized enterpris-
es (SMEs). These developments 
should now be translated into 
on-ground facilitation for trad-
ers, manufacturers and export-
ers so that the benefits of mac-
roeconomic stability reach every 
level of the economy.
The LCCI President assured the 
government of full cooperation 
from the business community in 
further strengthening Pakistan’s 
economic position. 
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Pakistan’s Trade Ties with US set to expand: LCCI 

Pakistan’s trade ties with United 
States is all set to expand after a 
productive visit of Deputy Prime 
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar. 
In a statement, LCCI President 
Mian Abuzar Shad commended 
the diplomatic and economic 
initiatives led by Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and 
Deputy PM Ishaq Dar, adding that 
their collective leadership has 
steered Pakistan back onto the 
path of macroeconomic stability 
and international confidence. The 
recent visit to Washington D.C. by 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar 
is a landmark step that reflects 
the government’s seriousness in 
reviving economic momentum 
and enhancing global partner-
ships.
The LCCI President said that 
during his visit, Deputy Prime 
Minister Ishaq Dar held a signifi-
cant meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio. The two 
leaders discussed strengthening 
bilateral ties, particularly in trade, 
investment, technology, agricul-
ture, and mineral development. 
He said it is very encouraging that 
they are committed work togeth-
er to create structured and sus-
tainable mechanisms for cooper-
ation.
Mian Abuzar Shad also welcomed 
Ishaq Dar’s remarks made during 
his address at the prestigious 
Atlantic Council in Washington, 
where he highlighted Pakistan’s 
macroeconomic stabilization 
and a clear shift from aid depen-
dency to trade-driven progress.
Mian Abuzar Shad said that the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry fully endorses Dep-
uty Prime Minister Ishaq Dar’s vi-
sion of replacing aid with mutu-

ally beneficial trade. His message 
at the Atlantic Council reflects a 
confident and forward-looking 
economic policy that resonates 
with the aspirations of Pakistan’s 
business community. The com-
mitment to open Pakistan’s mar-
kets to American products and 
the pursuit of a comprehensive 
trade agreement with the United 
States is a highly strategic move 
that will significantly boost inves-
tor confidence and bilateral com-
merce.
He added that this trade-centric 
approach is exactly what Paki-
stan needs to revitalize its econ-

omy, attract foreign investment, 
and position itself as a competi-
tive player in global markets.
He said that it would also boost 
confidence of the U.S. business 
community that Pakistan is un-
dertaking significant reforms to 
attract foreign investment, im-
prove ease of doing business, and 
enhance institutional transparen-
cy. His engagements signaled to 
global investors that Pakistan is 
ready to re-engage with the in-
ternational economy on strong, 
stable, and mutually beneficial 
terms.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar 
Shad pointed out that the United 

States is already Pakistan’s largest 
export destination, especially for 
textiles, garments, leather prod-
ucts and surgical instruments. At 
the same time, he highlighted 
an important fact: Pakistan is 
currently the second-largest im-
porter of U.S. cotton, underlin-
ing the deep-rooted trade links 
between both nations’ textile 
and agricultural sectors.
Mian Abuzar Shad also stressed 
that the textile sector, which 
accounts for a large portion of 
Pakistan’s exports, can greatly 
benefit from more predictable 
trade frameworks and prefer-

ential access to U.S. markets. 
He said that a free trade agree-
ment or a bilateral investment 
treaty with the U.S. would be 
a game-changer for Pakistan’s 
industry. He hoped that the re-
cent dialogues pave the way for 
such developments.
The LCCI President praised the 
government for its strategic 
diplomacy and effective en-
gagement with the global busi-
ness and political community. 
“Thanks to the efforts of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his 
team, the world is once again 
recognizing Pakistan’s economic 
potential,” he said.
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Seminar on Zero Carbon Emissions for 
Export Industries at LCCI

The Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry on Monday orga-
nized a seminar on “Zero Carbon 
Emissions for Export Industries of 
Pakistan” to promote eco-friendly 
practices among local exporters 
and raise awareness about global 
environmental standards.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
presided over the seminar and 
stressed the urgent need for in-
dustries to reduce their carbon 
footprint to remain competitive 
in international markets. He said 
that environmental sustainability is 
no longer an option but a require-
ment for accessing global trade 
opportunities. He stressed that 
Pakistan’s export industries must 
adopt green production methods, 
modern technology andmove to-
wards Green Certifications to meet 
international demands.
LCCI Senior Vice President Engi-
neer Khalid Usman, Vice President 
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, Ms. Kanw-

al Parvez Chaudhary, Parliamenta-
ry Secretary, Department of En-
vironment Protection & Climate 
Change, Government of Punjab 
was the Chief Guest while Barris-
ter Hassan Nawaz Sheikh, Dr. Na-
beel Amin, Sohail Butt and Con-
vener LCCI Standing Committee 
on Corporate Relations & Market 
Committee Malik Amir Salam 
also spoke on the occasion. 
Speakers provided technical in-
sights into zero carbon strate-
gies and guided participants on 
practical measures to transition 
towards sustainable industrial 
practices.
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad 
thanked all guests, experts and 
participants and said that such 
seminars are part of LCCI’s contin-
ued efforts to support the business 
community through knowledge 
sharing and policy advocacy on 
critical global issues like climate 
change and sustainability.
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Punjab emerging as Global Role Model & Investment Hub due to 
CM Maryam Nawaz’s Revolutionary Reforms: LCCI President

President of the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 
Mian Abuzar Shad has said that 
Punjab is swiftly transforming 
into a global role model for in-
ternational investors, thanks to 
the visionary leadership and 
revolutionary development ini-
tiatives by Chief Minister Punjab 
Maryam Nawaz. 
In a statement, the LCCI Pres-
ident extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to the Chief Minister 

for her commitment to inclusive 
development, rapid execution 
of projects and people-centric 
governance that reflects inter-
national standards.
He said that under her leader-
ship, the Punjab Government 
has launched wide-ranging and 
impactful reforms in key sectors 
including infrastructure, health, 
education, agriculture, water 
supply and transport which are 
making Punjab a progressive 
and investor-friendly province.
“Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz 
deserves full credit for trans-

forming Punjab into a modern 
province where public welfare 
remains at the core of all devel-
opment priorities,” Mian Abuzar 
Shad added.
While highlighting the remark-
able strides in healthcare, he 
said that mobile clinics, upgrad-
ed health units, free medicine in 
public hospitals and special car-
diac care facilities are making 
quality medical care accessible 
for all. These reforms speak vol-
umes about the government’s 
sensitivity to human health and 
its commitment to improving 
public services.
The LCCI President also praised 
the roads from farm-to-market 
which has significantly improved 
the cost-effective transportation 
of agricultural produce and ben-
efiting both farmers and buyers. 
Construction and repair of roads 
in urban and rural areas have 
enhanced connectivity and cat-
alyzed commercial activity.
He said that investments in 
improving traffic flow through 
flyovers, underpasses and up-
grades to the mass transit sys-
tem, not only saving time and 
fuel but also promote environ-
mental sustainability and eco-
nomic efficiency. Smooth trans-
portation of commercial goods 
has accelerated trade and com-
merce throughout the province.
In the agriculture sector, the 
LCCI President appreciated 
subsidy schemes, the launch 
of Kisan Cards, access to mod-
ern machinery and real-time 
information via digital plat-
forms. These steps, he said, are 
empowering small farmers and 

bringing them into the fold of 
modern, profitable agriculture.
Mian Abuzar Shad said Punjab’s 
push for education is encour-
aging. He said the upgrade of 
schools and colleges, provision 
of free books, teacher training 
and focus on girls’ education 
has laid the foundation for a 
brighter, knowledge-driven fu-
ture. The introduction of trans-
port services and scholarships 
for female students has already 

led to a rise in enrollment.
The LCCI President also lauded 
the revival of clean water sup-
ply projects and improvements 
in drainage systems, ensuring 
that both urban and rural pop-
ulations have access to safe 
drinking water—an essential but 
long-neglected basic necessity.
He said CM’s focus on women 
empowerment and youth uplift, 
business support, financial aid, 
training and skill development 
would go a long way and inject 
new energy into the provincial 
economy.
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