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President of the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry Abdul Basit wel-
comed the Prime Minister Nawaz Shar-
if’s pledge to remove all impediments to 
the economic growth. 
He added that economic growth could 
speed up provided refunds are paid 
expeditiously, dictionary powers that 
have opened floodgates of corruption 
are clipped, agriculture stagnation is re-
versed and disparity in power prices in 
provinces is removed. 
Abdul Basit said that when the Prime 
Minister said that the businessmen 
should be provided with an enable at-
mosphere, he has actually spoken the 
language of business community. 
The LCCI President said that Prime 
Minister’s resolve is great hope for the 
business community that is facing a 
number of internal and external chal-
lenges. 
The LCCI President said that delay in 
refunds, misuse of discretionary powers 
by the tax officials, attachment of busi-
ness accounts, rising miseries of the ag-
riculture sector, below the mark growth 
of Large Scale Manufacturing Sector, 
acute energy shortage, disparity in en-
ergy prices between the provinces, bu-
reaucratic hurdles and stagnant exports 
are the biggest barriers to the economic 
growth.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that the role of Federal Board of Rev-
enue is considered as a key facilitator 
to private sector. But our experience 
shows that dealing with FBR, is not al-
ways easy. Tax system is complicated 
and burdensome which creates room 
for complicities between tax payers and 
the tax collectors. He said that number 
of taxes and frequency of paying tax-
es must be reduced. Moreover, taxes 
may be paid quarterly instead of every 
month. For that matter, all Para tariffs 

must be merged in the main tariffs. 
Similarly, there should be electronic 
communication between taxpayers and 
tax departments. These proposals can 
make noticeable difference and win the 
confidence of taxpayers.
He said that government must ensure 
that concerned Chinese investors and 
companies engaged in CPEC must con-
sider the indigenously produced inputs 
from Pakistan except those goods which 
are not produced locally. 
He said that the goods which are not 

manufactured / produced in Pakistan, 
for example, Soybean meal and Grand-
parents Chicks should not be taxed.
Abdul Basit said section 38-B of Sales 
Tax Act, 1990 is being adversely used 
by the officials of tax department. They 
are paying illegal visits to markets and 
godowns to unjustifiably harass the 
business people. He suggested that 
teams from tax department should visit 
the markets, if indispensable, but they 
should be bound to follow due legal 
process and immediately stop harassing 
business community. 
“Bank accounts should not be attached 
without prior notice to the taxpayer 
and after seeking approval in writing 
of Commissioner in the light of reply 
submitted by the taxpayer. The recovery 
should be after the decision of the Tri-
bunal and not before that. Finances of 
business people in their bank accounts 
help sustain their business while when 
they are withdrawn by the department, 
it tantamount to sudden business death”, 
the LCCI President added and further 
said that alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism has to be strengthened and 
FBR must accept its recommendations. 
He suggested that the government 
should take steps to control smuggling 
at the borders and Frontier core de-
ployed there should be equipped with 
state of the art technology and made 
them more vigilant and to advise them 

to play their role in controlling the 
smuggling by exercising their authori-
ty under customs Act. He said that one 
of the major reasons of smuggling has 
been Afghan transit trade. Afghanistan 
should not be allowed to import such 
raw materials which are not being used 
there due to inexistence of such industry 
in Afghanistan. He suggested that the 
duties on such goods which are prone to 
smuggling should be reduced as it has 
been practiced successfully in many oth-
er countries. He also called for reduction 
in duties and taxes on raw materials. 
He said that Halal food sector should be 
given zero rated facility as the country 
has a little share in the international Ha-
lal food trade of about 3 trillion dollars. 
He said that difference in gas and elec-
tricity prices should be removed to pro-
vide level playing field to the industries 
throughout the country. He also called 
for withdrawal of ban on new gas con-
nections for the industry. He said that 
Bhasha and Kalabagh, both dams are es-
sential for the national economy. He said 
that opponents of Kalabagh dam are ac-
tually safeguarding the Indian interests 
therefore they should not be given any 
weight. The energy mix of the country 
is very expensive due to lack of hydel 
power generation. This results in tariff 
hikes and makes the industry uncompet-
itive in the international market.
This would help the Government to raise 
Billions of Dollars that are required for 

the construction of these mega Dams. 
Once successful, this method can be 
used for the construction of other energy 
projects.
Abdul Basit said that despite an agrari-
an country, Pakistan is importing fruits, 
vegetables and other agri products on 
large scale that is a matter of concern. 
He said that this particular sector should 
be focused and issues should be resolved 
at the earliest. 

Prime Minister deserves highest 

appreciation for taking notice

of the hurdles and problems

being faced by the businessmen,

 Abdul Basit said.

He suggested that the Ministry of 
Finance should use the international 
and domestic stock markets for gen-
eration of funds for Diamer-Bhasha 

and Kalabagh Dams.

Impediments to economic
growth will go: Prime Minister
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Punjab, Tatarstan to
promote bilateral ties in
different sectors

Chief Minister of Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif in a meeting with
President of Tatarstan Rustam Minnikhanov

President of Tatarstan Rustam Min-
nikhanov met with Chief Minister Pun-
jab Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and 
discussed matters of mutual interest in-
cluding promotion of bilateral relations 
in different sectors. The Chief Minister 
welcomed the President of Tatarstan 
to Lahore and said his visit would pro-
mote bilateral relations between the two 
countries. “We should further promote 
our bilateral relations,” he said. “Full 
protection will be provided to investors 
of Tatarstan and they will also own hun-
dred percent of their investment.”
He said Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
had visited Tatarstan in 1999 when ‘His 
Excellency was the Prime Minister’. 
The CM also spoke with the President 
of Tatarstan in Russian language. The 
president of Tatarstan, on the occasion, 
said that he is happy to visit Lahore, and 
they should work together to promote 
bilateral relations.
Later, Shehbaz Sharif and the President 
of Tatarstan held a delegation-level 
meeting during which it was agreed to 
promote bilateral relations in different 
sectors including skills development, 
petro-chemical, technology, industry, 
mines, agriculture, livestock, tourism, 
sports and other sectors. The meeting 
also constituted a joint committee to 
identify different sectors to promote 
cooperation between the government of 
Punjab and the Republic of Tatarstan. 
The President of Tatarstan appreciated 
the command of Chief Minister on Rus-
sian language.
The President of Tatarstan said it was 
absolutely incorrect to link terrorism and 
fanaticism with the religion of Islam. Is-
lam teaches peace and brotherhood. Is-
lamic norms are based on brotherhood, 
tolerance and love. The President of 
Tatarstan also invited the Chief Minister 
to visit his country. Provincial Minis-
ters Sheikh Alla-ud-Din, Ayesha Ghaus 
Pasha, Chaudhary Sher Ali, Jehangir 
Khanzada, Naeem Akhtar Bhaba, Ad-
visor Umer Saif, senior officials as well 
as Deputy Prime Minister of Tatarstan 
were present on the occasion.
Moreover, Shehbaz Sharif, while ad-
dressing the Punjab-Tatarstan Business 
Forum in a local hotel, said that Pakistan 

and Russian Federation have economic 
relations for the last many decades; and 
trade was also carried out through barter 
system between the two countries. He 
said there are opportunities for promot-
ing bilateral economic cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Tatarstan. Both the 

countries can further promote bilateral 
relations in agriculture, engineering, 
information technology, energy, petro-
chemical, livestock, tourism and other 
sectors.
Shehbaz invited the investors of Ta-
tarstan to invest in Pakistan, especially 
in the Punjab. “We will provide them 
every opportunity. The investors of 
Tatarstan should sit together with the 
investors of Pakistan and the Punjab 
government and develop a roadmap for 
promoting bilateral economic relations. 
Punjab has vast opportunities of invest-
ment due to its strong infrastructure. The 
investors of Tatarstan should come for-
ward and invest here,” he said.
As a result of 54 billion dollars invest-
ment under the CPEC, trade and eco-
nomic activities have been boosted 
in the region, and it can be helpful in 
promoting economic relations with Ta-
tarstan and Russian Federation, he add-
ed. Shehbaz Sharif hoped that this visit 
of the President of Tatarstan would open 
a new era of trade and economic rela-
tions between Pakistan and Tatarstan. 
There is strong economic potential in 
Tatarstan, and it has good expertise in 
e-governance, information technology, 
agriculture and livestock. “We would 

said 36 billion dollars are being spent 
on energy projects. Work on the ener-
gy production projects from coal, solar, 
wind, hydel, gas and other sources, is in 
progress. While federal and the Punjab 
governments are also setting up 3600 
mega-watt gas power projects from 
their own sources; and these would be 
completed in record time. He said that 
investment potential is available in tour-
ism sector in Pakistan, especially in the 
Punjab. Tatarstan has an expertise in this 
field and we can jointly work to promote 
tourism.
Provincial Finance Minister Ayesha 
Ghous Pasha presented the address of 
welcome and gave a detail of facilities 
for foreign investors as well as the op-
portunities of investment in the Punjab. 
The head of Tatarstan’s trade agency, 
Taliya Minullina spoke about prospects 
of cooperation in different fields be-
tween Tatarstan and the Punjab Govern-
ment. Agreement was signed between 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and 
Tatarstan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. President Lahore Chamber, 
Abdul Basit and representatives of Ta-
tarstan Chamber signed the agreement. 
Similarly, MOU was signed for cooper-
ation in IT.

like to benefit from your experience, vi-
sion and expertise. Your e-governance 
model is also impressive. We will ben-
efit from your expertise in the field of 
IT.” he said.
He said the Punjab is the biggest prov-
ince of Pakistan with the population 
over 100 million, and there is tremen-
dous potential of investment in differ-
ent fields. He said the energy crisis is 
about to end due to sincere efforts of 
the government. Out of 54 billion dol-
lars investment under the CPEC, he 
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Convention of All Pakistan Chambers
& Associations against FBR

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Muhammad Nasir
Hameed Khan at a Convention on “FBR’s Discretionary Powers” at LCCI while LCCI Executive Committee Members 

Mian Rehman Aziz Chan, Ali Hussam Asghar, Shahid Nazir, Shahrukh Jamal Butt, Mian 
Muhamamd Nawaz, Muhammad Nadeem Qureshi and Secretary General Shahid Khalil are also sitting.

      hamber of Commerce & Industry of the country and 
trade & industrial associations has given the deadline of 10 
April to the Federal Board of Revenue for acceptance of 
their demands. Till than Chambers will hoist black flags and 
office-bearers and  executive committees would bear black 
bands. 
  At a Convention on “FBR’s Discretionary Powers” at the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry, representatives of 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry and trade & industrial 
associations said that despite repeated appeals, discretionary 
powers of FBR officials have never been withdrawn that is 
the biggest restraint to broadening the tax net. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President 
Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed 
Khan, Former Presidents Bashir A. Baksh, Mian Muham-
mad Ashraf, Mian Anjum Nisar, Mian Misbah-ur-Rehman, 
Shahid Hassan Sheikh, Mian Muzaffar Ali, Muhammad Ali 
Mian and Farooq Iftikhar, Zeeshan Khalil, Rehman Aziz, Ta-
hir Manzoor Chaudhry, Shahrukh Jamal, Ali Hassam Asghar, 
Muhammad Nawaz,  Shahid Nazir, Awais Saeed Piracha, 
Nadeem Qureshi, representatives of Chakwal, Faisalabad, 
Gujranwala, Gjrat, Jhelum, Karachi, Khaniwal, Mohmand 
Agency, Peshawar, Quetta, Rahim Yar Khan, Rawalpindi, 
Sahiwal, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Shikarpur, Sialkot, Vehari, 
Hazara, Faisalabad, Mardan, Lahore Women Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry, Air Cargo Agents, All Pakistan Cotton 
Power Looms, All Pakistan Dry Fruit Importers & Exporters, 
All Pakistan Textile Mills, All Pakistan Textile Processing 
Mills, Fleet Operators Association, Pakistan Cotton Ginners, 
Pakistan Electric Fan, Pakistan Ethanol Manufacturers, Pa-
kistan Kiryana Merchants, Pakistan Steel Linepiple Industry, 

Pakistan Steel Melters, Pakistan Tanners, Pakistan Vanaspati, 
Pakistan Yarn Merchants, Rice Exporters, Travel Agents, Pa-
kistan Footwear Manufacturers and Builders & Developers 
Associations were invited to the Convention.
On the occasion, participants of the Convention issued a joint 
declaration saying that “oppression of FBR staff has become 
unbearable. Businessmen are working in difficult conditions 
but instead of giving due honor, FBR staff is twisting their 
arms and black mailing them therefore discretionary powers 
should be withdrawn immediately.”
The Convention urged the government to withdraw the draco-
nian provisions and laws giving immense discretionary pow-
ers acquired through last four Finance Bills, to the officers 
of Inland Revenue and field formations which is a core issue 
and resulting in hardship, loss of productivity and mental tor-
ture to the business community. These laws have kept a large 
number of potential tax-payers out of the tax regime. In fact 
these laws are a deterrent to broadening of tax-base and re-
sulted in promoting the culture of tax-evasion. They urged 
the government to implement their recommendations in true 
sense of word. 
All Chambers and trade bodies strongly denounced the mis-
use of discretionary powers by the officers of IR under Sec-
tions 38A, 38B, 40A, 40B, 176 and 177. They also urged the 
government to withdraw these sections immediately and re-
strict the enforcement of the said sections. 
“In case these demands are not accepted by the authorities 
concerned, the participant chambers and associations will re-
sort to all possible lines of action within their legitimate rights 
including remedy from competent courts of law to have their 
demands accepted to withdraw the discretionary powers of 

C
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the FBR and officers of Inland Revenue”, they added.  
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said that during last three 
years, tax collection has increased about 60% whereas num-
ber of persons who filed tax returns has almost decreased by 
200,000. It simply reflects that FBR could not succeed in 
broadening the tax net resulting in squeezing existing tax pay-
ers. Revenue collection through indirect taxes is almost 62% 
of total tax collection which cannot be encouraged. Pakistan 
lacks culture of tax compliance due to unfair taxation system. 
Harmful taxation that hinders business and trade in the coun-
try should be eliminated. We firmly believe that broad based 
reforms in taxation system with the consultation of private 
sector are need of the hour. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Am-
jad Ali Jawa and Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed 
Khan said that FBR should stop harassing filers as non-fil-
ers and ones outside the tax net are not accounted for at all 
which discourages businesses to come into the tax net. Regis-
tered businesses are required to comply with various depart-
ments involving a lot of financial and time resources whereas 
unregistered businesses are free from all such hassles. The 
government claims that it always acts as a facilitator but in 
this scenario it is entirely otherwise. There are 3.5 million 
registered taxpayers out of which only around 1 million file 
their tax returns. Government should take all the measures to 
ensure filing of returns by remaining 2.5 million individuals 
and businesses. They said that if there is an urgent need for 

stock taking and ascertaining the Sales Tax liability of any 
particular business unit, the FBR officials should be directed 
to take association / chamber concerned on board. 
They said that attaching bank accounts for recovery of out-
standing dues is hampering business growth and tarnishing 
the business-friendly image of the government. Bank ac-
counts should not be attached. 
They said that FBR should focus on rationalizing the with-
holding tax regime which is being widened each year. To 
accomplish these responsibilities, withholding agent need to 
incur substantial time and cost, without any incentive. They 
proposed that a tax credit should be given to withholding 
agent performing state duties. This tax credit should vary 
in slab based on withholding tax deducted and deposited by 
Withholding Agents. They said that there must be harmoni-
zation in Federal & Provincial tax regime to counter double 
taxation and harassment by the Provincial Tax Authorities. 
Due to non-collaborations between various taxation bodies 
like Federal Board of Revenue, Punjab Revenue Authority 
and Sindh Revenue Board, etc., problems like jurisdiction 
disputes, non-uniformity of provincial laws are arising. 
Participants of the Convention said that government should 
resolve the issues being faced by the business community oth-
erwise a joint strategy would be evolved to counter arbitrary 
and unilateral approach of FBR officials, policy-makers and 
Ministry of Finance.

Former LCCI Presidents Bashir Buksh, Mian Anjum Nisar, Mian Misbah ur Rehman, Shahid Hassan Sheikh and Former 

Vice President Abuzar Shad at the Convention.

Former LCCI Presidents Mian Muzaffar Ali, Farooq Iftikhar, Muhamamd Ali Mian and Executive Committee Member 

Zeeshan Khalil and Former EC Member Waqar Ahmed Mian at the Convention.
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Former LCCI Senior Vice Presidents Irfan Iqbal Sheikh and 

Malik Tahir Javaid at the Convention.

LCCI Executive Committee Members Ali Hussam Asghar, 

Shahid Nazir and Shahrukh Jamal Butt at the Convention.

Representatives of Chakwal, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Gjrat, Jhelum, Karachi, Khaniwal, Mohmand Agency, Peshawar, 
Quetta, Rahim Yar Khan, Rawalpindi, Sahiwal, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Shikarpur, Sialkot, Vehari, Hazara, Faisalabad, 

Mardan Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

LCCI Executive Committee Members Chudhery Tahir 

Manzoor, Syed Mukhtar Ali and Javed Iqbal Siddiqui at the 

Convention.

LCCI Executive Committee Members Mian Muhamamd 

Nawaz and Muhammad Nadeem Qureshi

at the Convention.
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Provincial Minister denounces
FBR raids at business premises

Provincial Minister for Industries, Commerce & Investment Sheikh Alauddin has 
denounced the FBR raids on business premises and said that he would take up this 
issue with the higher authorities.
He was speaking at the Memorandum of Understanding signing ceremony between 
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Skills for All here at the LCCI. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice Pres-
ident Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan, Chief Executive Skills for All Sikander Ha-
meed Lodhi, Mahreen Syed, Tanvir Ahmed, Moazzam Rasheed, Ali Hassam Asghar, 
Tehmina Saeed Chaudhry, Syed Mukhtar Ali and Ashraf Bhatti also spoke on the 
occasion. 
The Minister said that business community is backbone of the economy and it should 
be given due honor and respect. He said businessmen could contact him if FBR 
officials are misusing their discretionary powers or conducting undue raids at the 
business premises. He said that the government is committed to impart all possible 
facilities to business community as it is playing a major role in bringing the economic 
stability. He said that no country could achieve economic targets without due role of 
the business community therefore government is making all-out efforts to resolve 
their issues.
He said that said that Punjab government has set the target to generate 2 million 
skilled labour force by the year 2018 that would bring a revolution as industry would 
have highly skilled human resources. Provincial Minister said that Pakistan has great 
scope of human resources development as 65% population is youth and age of be-
tween 15 to 35 years. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said lauded the gesture of the Provincial Minister 
and said that such support would lift the moral of the business community. He said 
that raids at business premises & markets and harassment measures by the staff of 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) are not only adding to the miseries of the business 
community but are also promoting trust deficit between the government and the busi-
ness community. He said that Sheikh Alauddin represents the largest province of the 
country and his support would definitely help resolve this issue at the earliest.  
Moreover, the LCCI President said that the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try had always called for the promotion of human resources development. He said 
that the LCCI is taking practical steps in this regard and organizes training programs 
and workshops in collaboration with the government and private departments for its 
members.
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa said that focus should be shifted 

from traditional to technical education 
as skill is future of the country. He said 
that policy should be formulated for the 
promotion of technical education and es-
tablishment of maximum numbers voca-
tional training institutes in Punjab. 
The LCCI Vice President Muhammad 
Nasir Hameed Khan said that govern-
ment should immediately withdraw the 
draconian provisions and laws giving 
immense discretionary powers acquired 
through last four Finance Bills, to the 
officers of Inland Revenue and field for-
mations which is a core issue and result-
ing in hardship, loss of productivity and 
mental torture to the business communi-
ty. These laws have kept a large number 
of potential tax-payers out of the tax re-
gime. In fact these laws are a deterrent 
to broadening of tax-base and resulted 
in promoting the culture of tax-evasion. 
They urged the government to imple-
ment their recommendations in true 
sense of word. 
Sikander Hameed Lodhi said that Skills 
for All and the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry would jointly tackle 
the challenge of skilled human resources 
shortage. He said that solution would be 
provided to the industry and the govern-
ment. 
Mehreen Syed said that Skill for All 
would get feedback from the industri-
al sector to evolve strategy to develop 
skilled human resources. 

LCCI President Abdul Basit presenting a souviner to Provinicial Minister for Industries, Commerce & Investment Sheikh 
Alauddin, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President Nasir Hameed Khan, Executive Committee Members 

Syed Mukhtar Ali, Ali Hussam Asghar  and Tanvir Ahmad are also present.
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Provincial Finance Minister inaugurates 
LCCI incubation Center

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Provincial Minister Dr. Ayesha Ghaus Pasha are inaugurating the LCCI
incubation center at LCCI. Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa Executive Committee Members 

Mian Zahid Jawaid and Ch. Khadim Hussain are also present.

Provincial Finance Minister Dr. Ayesha 
Ghaus Pasha inaugurated the LCCI in-
cubation here at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. The Center has 
been established to facilitate the young 
and new entrepreneurs. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior 
Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, former 
Senior Vice President Almas Hyder, 
Vice President Kashif Anwar, Zeeshan 
Khalil, Mian Abdul Razzaq, Mian Zahid 
Javed and Chairman Punjab Revenue 
Authority (PRA) Dr Raheel Ahmed Sid-
diqui were also present on the occasion. 
While talking about the ongoing eco-
nomic scenario, she said that govern-
ment is making sincere efforts to over-
come economic challenges. She said 
that promotion of local industries and 
confidence building of the investors is 
an integral part of government policy. 
Dr Ayesha Ghaus Pasha has said that 
the Punjab Revenue Authority (PRA) is 
the first agency which is collecting tax 
at provincial level. She said that since 
the establishment of the PRA in 2012, 
the services and sbusiness to be includ-
ed in tax net has been increasing con-
siderably. She said that work on tax net 
expansion is well on the way. When ex-
isting Chairman took the charge of PRA, 

only 8000 taxpayers were registered with the Authority that has been risen to 45000. 
Likewise, there was tax on only 7 or 8 sectors but now 61 sectors have been brought 
into tax net. She said that focus is on tax expansion instead of burdening the existing 
taxpayers. 
She said that tax collection day would be observed on April 10. The initiative was 
taken last years to inform the taxpayers that their tax is being spent on development 
projects and to develop tax culture. She said that expenditure development has been 
increase by 38%. She said that work on a number of power projects is on they way. 
Baloki RLNG plant of 800 MW would be soon operational. On the issue of double 
taxation, she said that the issue has been taken with the Federal Finance Minister and 
FBR and positive results are expected in this regard. 
She said that our aim is to enhance growth rate of Pakistan and Punjab, to enhance 
exports and to bring investment and to achieve this target role of private sector is 
significant. 
Chairman Punjab Revenue Authority (PRA) Dr Raheel Ahmed Siddiqui said that 
Sindh Revenue Authority has been asked to settle the issue of Infrastructure Devel-
opment Cess and also asked to bring down its rate in the first phase. He said that a 
formula in this regard has also been evolved that would be discussed in next meet-
ing. He said that five meetings have also been held with the representatives Sindh, 
KPK and Sindh Revenue authorities and they have been asked to resolve the issue 
of source and destination of the goods. He hoped that by the end of current financial 
year these issues would be resolved. 
Speaking on the occasion, the LCCI President Abdul Basit said that the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry has been calling for a time long that tax net 
should be broaden instead of burdening the existing taxpayers. He said that there 
must be inter provincial tax harmonization as federal and provincial governments 
have imposed same kind of taxes that is double taxation. He said that there are dif-
ferent rates of sales tax and withholding tax in different sectors which confuses the 
business community.
The LCCI President said that Punjab government has imposed 0.90% Punjab In-
frastructure Development Cess on all those shipments that would be cleared from 
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Businesscommunity has demandedof
the Federal Board ofRevenue (FBR) to
bring those 3.5 peopleintothe tax net 
who are registeredwiththe department

section 38-Bofthe Sales Tax Act,misuse
of discretionary powersby the FBR 
officials,raids atbusinesspremisesand 
bankaccount attachments numberof
taxpayers has beenfallenthisyearto
around0.9 million ascomparedto1.1 
duringthe previousyear. These views 
wereexpressed ata meeting,presided
overby the LCCI ActingPresident 
Muhammad Nasir HameedKhan, hereat
the LahoreChamber ofCommerce& 
Industry. FormerLCCIPresidentsMian
Anjum Nisar,Muhammad Ali Mian, 
FormerSeniorVicePresident Irfan Iqbal 
Sheikh, formerVicePresident Kashif

Zeeshan Khalil, MianZahid javed,Mian

Chaudhry, Mian Muhammad Nawaz,

Ahmed Sufi, SyedMukhtar Ali,Abdul 

Rasheed,GhulamSarrMalik,Maqsood 
Buttand representatives of trade & 

meeting.TheysaidthatSection 38-Bof
Sales Tax Act,1990isbeing adversely 

usedbythe officials oftax department. 
Theyare payingvisitstomarkets and 
godowns to unjustifiably harassthe 
businesspeople. They not onlytake
coercivemeasurestoraise unlawfultax 

supportingdocumentbut alsocarry all 
the available records withthem. The 
participantsofthe meeting wereofthe 
viewthatteams fromtax department

immediately stopharassing business
community.Theysaidthatifthere isan

ascertainingthe Sales Tax liability ofany 

concerned orthe LahoreChamber on
board.All the participantssaidthatFBR 
shouldstopharassing filersasnon-filers
and onesoutside the tax net are not 
accounted for atall which discourages 
businessestocome intothe tax net.
Registeredbusinessesare requiredto

involving a lot offinancial and time

businessesare freefromall suchhassles.
They saidthatthere are 3.5 million 
registeredtaxpayers out ofwhich only
around1 million filetheir tax returns.
Governmentshouldtakeall the measures
toensurefilingofreturns byremaining 

2.5 million individuals and businesses. 
The governmentclaimsthatitalways
actsasa facilitator but inthisscenarioit
isentirelyotherwise.They saidthat
attaching bankaccountsfor recoveryof
outstanding duesishampering business
growthand tarnishingthe business
friendlyimage ofthe government. They
saidthatbankaccountsshouldnot be
attachedwithout prior noticeto the 
taxpayerand after seeking approvalin
writing ofCommissionerinthe light of
reply submitted by the taxpayer. The 
recoveryshouldbeafter the decisionof
the Tribunaland not beforethat. They

initiates a recoverycase, the taxpayeris
not allowed todefendasFBR itselfisthe 
complainant and a judge.Instead of
focusingoncontrolling under-invoicing,
curbing smuggling and expanding the 
tax net,the FBR seems tobeinclinedto
pressurizeregisteredtaxpayers who are 
already suffering due tohighrateofsales 
tax,incometax and Customdutiesby
creatingfictitiouscases for recoveryof
outstanding duestomeetrevenue target. 
The LCCIActingPresident Muhammad
Nasir HameedKhansaidthatthatundue 

atmosphereofharassmentamongst the 

stopped immediately.

Business community demands
 FBR to bring 3.5 people into the tax ne

the Punjab dry ports. He said that this 
Cess should be withdrawn as business-
men already pay 1.05% tax at the level 
of clearance from Sindh. 
He also called for withdrawal of luxury 
tax imposed on large pieces of land say-
ing that taxpayers purchase these lands 
after paying tax on their income there-
fore there is no logic to impose luxury 
tax. He said that there are a number of 
taxes where annual collection is less 
than one billion. These taxes should be 
merged to other taxes so that number of 
taxes could be reduced. 
Abdul Basit said that there should be 
only one tax collection body so that to 
reduce the liaison of business commu-
nity with various departments. He sug-

gested to give this task to Punjab Revenue Authority. 
He said that Punjab Revenue Authority has signed an agreement with Australian 
High Commission and McKinsey & Company for running a diagnostic on the Pun-
jab Revenue Authority (PRA) and suggesting a reforms process for improving the 
tax administration and tax revenues. He said that business community must be taken 
on board that how the rise in tax collection would be possible.
The LCCI President urged the Provincial Finance Minister to take up the issue of 
raids on business premises and misuse of discretionary powers by the tax officials 
with the concerned authorities as these issues are badly fettering the business activ-
ities. He said that it takes years to win reputation that goes into the drain is a matter 
of minutes. 
He welcomed the initiative of online tax payment and computerization of land reve-
nue record and said that promotion of information technology is a key to success. He 
also highlighted the aims and objectives of the establishment of the LCCI Incubation 
Center. He said that this initiative is part of the LCCI efforts for promotion of trade 
and economic activities in the province. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa also spoke about the issues being 
faced by the business community and called for their early solution. 
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Seven-member British Parliamentary
delegation visits LCCI

        seven-member British Parliamentary delegation, led by 
Rehman Chishti Huddleston, visited the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry and shown keen interest in developing 
trade and economic relations between the two countries. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit and Senior Vice President 
Amjad Ali Jawa spoke on the occasion while Mian Zahid 
Javed, Zeeshan Khalil, Khamis Saeed Butt, Dr. Qurat ul Ain, 
Mian Abdul Razzaq and Haji Muhammad Akram were also 
present. 
Head of the delegation Nigel Paul said that visit of British 
Parliamentarians is a continuation of high level exchanges 
between the two countries. He said that this visit will further 
enhance and strengthen Pakistan-UK relations and up-scale 
existing co-operation in diverse fields, particularly in areas of 
common interest. He said that Pakistan has made a significant 
progress during the past few years in economic and social sec-
tors. The delegation members pledged to work for better visa 
policies for  the businessmen. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said that UK’s main reason 
for being such a developed country is their strong socio-polit-
ical atmosphere where the people and the government work 
hand in hand for the betterment of the country. 
He said that Lahore Chamber has been maintaining good 
working relations with all the departments working in Paki-
stan under British High Commission. The heads of British 
Department for International Development, UK Trade & In-
vestment, British Business Center etc., keep visiting Lahore 
Chamber to identify areas and make joint efforts to promote 
trade & investment relations between two countries. 
The LCCI President said that development work under Chi-

na Pakistan Economic Corridor is being carried out at good 
pace whose total worth is almost dollar 46 billion. Gwadar 
Port has become partially operational. It is a big opportunity 
with regard to economic future of Pakistan. Many countries 
including Russia, Germany, Iran are showing interest to be 
partner in this mega project. We urge that UK based investors 
should also participate in it. You can definitely play role in this 
connection. 
He said that a large segment of population living in UK be-
longs to South Asia. For a number of Pakistanis, UK is a sec-
ond home. Whenever Pakistanis go to UK, they always feel 
like that they are in a familiar surrounding. He said that UK 
happens to be homeland to many Pakistanis because they are 
generally treated without any discrimination. They find equal 
opportunities to contribute in that society and are playing ex-
cellent roles in all the segments of life. He said that it is even-
ly proud fact that Mr. Sadiq Khan has been elected Mayor of 
London. Similarly many Pakistanis are serving UK society in 
different roles. 
“It is our good luck that today Parliamentarians from UK who 
have a great role in policy making are sitting with us. We hope 
that our relations with UK based community will improve and 
today’s meeting will go a long way in strengthening politi-
cal as well as the trade and investment relations between two 
countries” Abdul Basit added. 
He said that in terms of tourism, Pakistan is a beautiful and 
historical country. He said that we are peace loving nation and 
desirous of peace. He said that there is no such situation in 
Pakistan which is mostly portrayed by international media.

LCCI President Abdul Basit Presenting LCCI Souviner to Rehman Chishti Head of British Parlimentary Delegation.
Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Executive Committee Members Mian Zahid Jawaid, Zeeshan Khalil, Khamis Saeed 
Butt, Mian Abdul Razzaq, LCCI Former EC Members Haji Muhammad Akram and Dr. Quratulain Irfan are also present.

A
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LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa presenting LCCI souviner to Asif Baig Mirza, PSE (Pakistan Stock Exchange). 
LCCI Former Vice President Syed Mehmood Ghaznavi, Former EC Member Ch. Wajid Ali, LCCI Executive

Committee Members Moazzam Rashid, Mian Muhammad Nawaz and others are also present.

LCCI President Abdul Basit presenting a souviner to Prof. Justin Wifu Lin Advisor to CM Punjab on CPEC at LCCI.
LCCI Former Presidents Mian Muzaffar Ali and Mian Anjum Nisar are also present.

LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan are presenting LCCI 
souviner to Mr. Erik Beishembiev, Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan. LCCI Executive Comittee Members Shahid Nazir,

Zahid Jawaid, Former EC Member Sheikh Muhammad Ayub and Waqar Ahmad Mian are also present.

LCCI Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan presenting LCCI souviner to Prof. Dr. Rai Niaz Ahmad, Vice Chancellor 
of Agriculture Universty Rawalpindi. LCCI Former Presidents Mian Anjum Nisar, Mian Shafqat Ali, Former EC 

Members Ch. Wajid Ali, Nabila Intisar and others are also present.
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SOS Call

We direly need to shift our focus from 
conventional fuels to the alternative 
ones. Heavy dependence on oil is not 
only the biggest reason of energy crisis 
in the country but is also causing a huge 
trade deficit as well.
Developing economies especially those 
in Asia offer huge opportunities for the 
use of LPG as it contributes to the so-
cio-economic development through its 
advantage of portability. As it is not only 
a safe fuel but also a healthy one, as per 
a World Bank report, this quantifies the 
hidden costs of transport fuels other than 
gas, which not only make people ill but 
also kill them. India is shifting its focus 
towards energy mix and promoting al-
ternative fuels. Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) which has become the most com-
mon fuel in India and being used in al-
most all sectors but here in Pakistan this 
sector is struggling for survival.
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) is a 
by-product obtained from refining of 
gas & crude condensate. It is considered 
a clean and environmentally-friendly 
source of energy. If made available as a 
cooking fuel, it could help to reduce the 
negative health impacts of millions of 
people who currently use wood or oth-
er things that emit harmful smoke and 
particles due to incomplete combustion.
A huge investment has been made in 
LPG sector of Pakistan which needed to 
be protected through favourable policies 
of the Government, but here things are 
vice versa and most of the LPG market-
ing companies are struggling  because 
of unjustified bidding for LPG quota, 
rampant imports and import of hazard-
ous and low quality LPG while Minis-
try of Petroleum & Natural Resources 
and OGRA are playing the role of silent 
spectators due to reasons unknown, be-
sides hiding behind defective LPG pol-
icy.
In these circumstances, it has became 
very hard for most of LPG marketing 
companies to run their businesses as 
they have borne huge financial loss. If 
marketing companies are faced to close 
down their businesses, it would not only 
be a big blow to the huge investment, 

thousands of families would be deprived 
of their bread and butter. Government 
would also be a loser as it would lose 
substantial revenue.
There is a dire need to let live local LPG 
Industry and Ministry of Petroleum & 
Natural Resources should implement 
the new LPG policy announced by the 
Government of Pakistan some months 
ago. Presently the LPG Industry which 
besides contributing to National exche-
quer, also employees thousands of fami-
lies, is constantly losing money because 
of over imports of and non implemen-
tation of new LPG Policy. High cost of 
local LPG, non-implementation of new 
LPG policy and continuous violation 
of OGRA rules by importers and some 
LPG Marketing Companies has pushed 
rule abiding marketing companies to the 
wall thus putting their huge investment 
on stake.
Business of LPG supply is conducted 
by LPG marketing companies as a so-
cial service to the community in areas 
where the National Gas Transmission 
Companies have failed to provide piped 
natural gas. Not granting permission to 
alternate fuel such as LPG to be used 
by Commercial transport vehicles, has 
increased dependence on costly import-
ed oil, LNG and imported LPG, which 
burdens the national exchequer by there 
unwanted imports.
Today Pakistan’s approximate LPG pro-
duction stands at around 2000 MT per 
day which is expected to go up to 2300-
2400 MT by the end of December-2016 
against total daily consumption of 
around 2800-3000 MT. Sale price of 
locally roduced LPG for reasons best 
known to the Government, it seems are 
deliberately kept on the higher side so 
that import continue to flow unhindered.
Needless to say that high price of the 
local product contributes heavy loss to 
the national exchequer on account of 
continuous losses being incurred by the 
LPG marketing companies. On the other 
hand local producer of LPG, continue 
to pocket substantial profit in advance 
along with importers and LPG dealers. 
LPG marketing companies which spend 

substantial amount in establishing its 
business are bearing losses for the last 
many months and it is feared that if the 
Government does not curtail import and 
reduce local LPG price, importers will 
continue to reap huge profit. Besides 
keeping price on the higher side, the lo-
cal producers are involved in collecting 
huge funds from marketing companies 
in the form of Signature Bonus against 
allocation for a 5 MT quota for five 
years, all payable in advance.
Local producer’s do not address and ad-
just to fluctuation in International pric-
es every month promptly thus further 
causing loss to the LPG Industry. It is 
a matter of grave concern for the LPG 
industry that both Ministry of Petroleum 
& OGRA are playing the role of silent 
spectator and are taking no measures to 
bring down producer price and provide 
level playing field to the sellers of local-
ly procured LPG. Attention of the Min-
istry of Finance is also drawn to the fact 
that they must act swiftly and stop ex-
cessive import of LPG by advising Min-
istry of Petroleum & Natural Resources 
to lower its price of locally produced 
LPG as it would also help overcome the 
issue of growing trade deficit.
There also should be a policy for intro-
duction of LPG in the automotive sector 
on fast track. It would certainly increase 
the investment in LPG sector substan-
tially. OGRA should play an impressive 
role in attracting the investment in the 
LPG supply and distribution infrastruc-
ture.
Last but not least, the producer price of 
local LPG currently is too high. It is un-
affordable to the common man. If Min-
istry of Petroleum & Natural Resources 
and OGRA take measures to bring down 
the local producer’s price cost, people 
would be encouraged to use LPG as 
fuel. Resultantly, burden on Natural Gas 
reserves would be reduced and it would 
be available for power generation and 
industrial sector.

Farooq Iftikhar
Former President LCCI

Pakistan is one of the largest energy consumers in the world.
It needs continuous energy supply to overcome economic
challenges due to rising graph of population that would be 

unitising more vehicles in coming years.
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Government is taking all measures to 
comply with international environmental 

standards: Zakia Shahnawaz

LCCI Preisdent Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Nasir Hameed Khan in a meeting 
with Provincial Minister for Population Welfare and Environment Protection Begum Zakia Shahnawaz at LCCI.

Consultant Cultural Heritage Management for Di-
amer Basha Dam Feryal Ali Gauhar, Former LCCI 
President Mian Misbah-ur-Rehman, Mian Muzaffar 
Ali, Sohail Lashari, Waki Durrani, Ahsen Akhtar, 
Ijaz Hussain, Sheikh Tariq Mahmood, Mian Abdul 
Razzaq, Javed Siddiqui, Ch. Khadam Hussain, Asia 
Sail Khan, Rehmatullah Javed and Aslam Chaudhry 
spoke on the occasion. 
“We don’t want to tease you, we want to take busi-
ness community on board with due honor and re-
spect to evolve a joint strategy to cope with the en-
vironmental challenges”, Provincial Minister said. 
She said that compliance to environmental stan-
dards is a prerequisite to do business with the devel-
oped world therefore the Environment Department 
is working tirelessly to educate the business com-
munity on these standards. She said that compli-
ance with the environmental rules and regulations 
and standards would help enhance exports and pov-
erty alleviation therefore we should join hands to 
achieve this goal. The minister said that unchecked 
discharge of untreated waste water into waterways 
could be a cause of pollution for canals and rivers, 
which could result in increase in diseases like can-
cer and hepatitis. 
Zakia Shahnawaz said that the environmental is-
sues were of prime importance therefore the indus-
trialists particularly the export-oriented industry 

Provincial Minister for Pop-
ulation Welfare and Environ-
ment Protection Begum Zakia 
Shahnawaz has said that gov-
ernment is taking all measures 
to comply the international en-
vironmental standards, rules and 
regulations as it could give im-
mense benefits to the economy 
besides controlling huge number 
of demises caused by the pollu-
tion. 
She was speaking a seminar on 
“Environment of Success – Not 
Cost but Opportunity”, joint or-
ganized by the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry, Punjab 
Environment Protection Depart-
ment, Punjab Environment Pro-
tection Department and World 
wildlife Fund, here at the Lahore 
Chamber. The LCCI President 
Abdul Basit, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice Pres-
ident Muhammad Nasir Hameed 
Khan, Convener LCCI Stand-
ing Committee on Environment 
Tehmina Saeed Chaudhry, Lead 

should tackle them on priority. 
She said that the Punjab govern-
ment would extend every possi-
ble help to the industrial sector 
in this regard. She said that the 
government is encouraging the 
establishment of low-cost water 
treatment plants and plants to 
control carbon emission.
The LCCI President Abdul Ba-
sit said that Punjab Environment 
Protection Department should 
help business community and 
give awareness about the en-
vironment standards. He said 
that industrial areas should be 
marked and for water treatment 
plants. He said that industry can-
not afford water treatment plants 
as they involve a very high cost 
therefore the government should 
come forward and put up water 
treatment plants in all the indus-
trial areas. He said that environ-
ment friendly industries could 
easily get buyers at international 
markets. He also suggested that 
industrial units having environ-
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More cases for
mediation to LCCI

izen of this country, each of us have to play role for 
environment protection. She said that deforestation 
is also one of the biggest reasons of environmental 
issues in Pakistan as they not only control the pol-
lution. She said that deforestation in Pakistan has 
caused a rapid rise in the pollution level and distor-
tion of natural order. She said that environmental 
issues could be handled with a positive approach 
and through public-private partnership. She said 
that government and public sector would have to 
join hands to tackle the environment related issues.  
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa 
and Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan 
said that the Lahore Chamber is taking all possible 
measures to educate its members about the environ-

ment compliant should be given 
exceptions in duties and taxes 
that would encourage other in-
dustries to implement environ-
ment-related rules and regula-
tions. 
Abdul Basit said that fast chang-
ing global economic scenario has 
provided us an opportunity to in-
crease our exports to the desired 
levels but the desired goal cannot 
be achieved without having com-
pliance with the international en-
vironmental standards. 
Faryal Ali Gauhar said that as cit-

mental standards in vogue the 
world over. 
Tehmina Saeed Chaudhry said 
that environmental pollution is a 
common problem that demands 
joint approach. She said that 
environmental changes caus-
ing agriculture disasters, floods 
and drought therefore this issue 
should be taken very seriously. 
Head of Human Resource De-
partment Waki Durrani given a 
detailed presentation on environ-
ment of success and called for 
joint efforts.

Three disputes have been referred to the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry for mediation by the Lahore High Court. One has been resolved 
amicably in only two hours while other two are under process. This is a 
giant leap would help reduce burden of non-traditional cases from the hon-
orable judiciary besides saving precisions time and capital of the business 
community. 
This was revealed by the LCCI President Abdul Basit while addressing a 
Press Conference here at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President Muham-
mad Nasir Hameed Khan, former President Engineer Sohail Lashari and 
Barrister Zafar Kalanori spoke on the occasion.  
The LCCI President threw light on the development on initiative taken 
during the recent visit of Chief Justice Lahore High Court Justice Mansoor 
Ali Shah to the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
Abdul Basit informed the participants that the cases have been referred 
from Justice Anwar ul Haq and Justice Kazim while first case has been 
resolved in only two hours. He said that the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry is also planning to provide case assessment facility to the busi-
nessmen. He said that it would enable them to decide that whether their 
case is acceptable for the court or not. 
He said that the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry established the 
Mediation Center for out-of-court settlements of the business disputes. 
This Center has the services of over 40 experienced mediators. He said that 
support of Judiciary would make this Center more effective. He said that 
legal powers would help LCCI Mediation Center to resolve the business 
disputes at early stages that would certainly reduce the burden of courts. 
The LCCI President said that the Lahore Chamber of commerce & Industry 
is not only putting in its best efforts for trust building between the gov-
ernment and the private sector but is also supplementing the government’s 
efforts aimed at economic revival of the country. He said that collaboration 

between Judiciary and the private 
sector would go a long way. He said 
that the Lahore Chamber has signed 
MOUs with government depart-
ments, associations and Chambers 
in Punjab. 
Engineer Sohail Lashari said that 
the Lahore chamber of Commerce 
& Industry established the Media-
tion Center in 2012 in collaboration 
with IFC. He said that the objective 
of this mediation centre was to help 
local and foreign companies to re-
solve their business/commercial 
disputes out of court. In this way, 
companies are able to maintain a 
healthy relationship amongst them-
selves as well. He said that Paki-
stan’s legal system besides being 
over loaded, tends to take lot of 
time, as such mediation can be the 
quickest and most effective mode 
of alternate dispute resolution and 
at the same time helping lessen the 
burden on the Courts.
Barrister Mian Zafar Kalanori said 
that all stakeholders are satisfied 
and have no reservation on alterna-
tive dispute resolution mechanism 
that is getting momentum with ev-
ery passing day. He said that we 
have to find out new ways for dis-
pute resolution to save precious 
time and money.
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Germany is Pakistan’s largest trading 
partner amongst EU countries, account-
ing for 20 percent of total exports to 
the EU and 21 percent of total imports 
from the EU. Nevertheless, as of today 
the bilateral trade as well as the invest-
ment volume between the two countries 
remains moderate as compared to other 
Asian countries. However, the trade and 
investment has a great growth-poten-
tial and thus requires further expansion. 
Pakistans’ export performance and cor-
responding challenges to the EU do not 
reflect its potential volume. The perfor-
mance gap rises from various domestic 
inconsistencies, one of which is the in-
ability to diversify the countries’ basket 
of commodities. As a result, exports to 
the EU are observed to be supply-driv-
en rather than demand driven. Except 
for goods covered by knitted and woven 
apparel, the top six categories that con-
stitute almost 90 percent of export to the 
EU, do not find a place in the top 45 EU 
import categories. The main characteris-
tics of exports to the EU are such that 88 
percent of exports fall within two com-
modity categories, textiles and leather - a 
feature that has not changed for a long 
time and has led to the vulnerability in 
product diversification. Furthermore, 80 
percent of exports are directed to seven 
countries – Germany, UK, Italy, Bel-
gium, Netherlands, Spain and France and 
6 percent to other five (Portugal, Poland, 
Denmark, Sweden and Finland). Exports 
to the remaining 15 EU member states 
comprise only of 14 percent. Pakistani 
exports have not fully penetrated geo-
graphically into the EU.
Pakistan needs to internationalize their 
private business more aggressively which 
is widely perceived as an opportunity to 
increase sales and it also affects the com-
panies competitiveness through increas-
ing cost-efficiency by subcontracting 
abroad, developing know-how as well 
as technology competencies via com-
mercial and technical cooperation and 
extending product ranges through part-
nerships. Pakistans’ lack of internation-
alization and economic diversification 
of its private business as well as a per-
manent trade deficit poses problems, but 

at the same time offers opportunities of 
expanding businesses overseas to gener-
ate surplus revenues through expansion. 
Investing overseas provides a direct entry 
and presence into these markets through 
investment and forming joint ventures, 
broadening existing clientele and using 
local labour force. Companies not able to 
provide significant financial input at the 
initial stage can opt for less capital inten-
sive forms of internationalizing through 
subcontracting, selling of licences, and 
increase in export and import via equity/
non-equity modes.
Amongst other Asian countries who have 
generated billion of Euros through enter-
ing  the German market and made use of 
business promotion programs, our neigh-
bouring country India entered the German 
market through acquisition - according to 
a report on numerous business functions 
performed by 321 subsidiaries of Indian 
companies, 85 companies were engaged 
in distribution business, 71 subsidiaries 
engaged themselves in production and 
52 in research and development. Another 
113 subsidiaries were engaged in “other 
business areas”, since many companies 
had set-up liaison facilities that acted as 
front office or performed on-site opera-
tions at customer’s facilities. Pakistans’ 
private business should follow the exam-
ple of all other successful Asian countries 
and must take the advantages of corre-
sponding incentive programs offered by 
different federal states in Germany and 
penetrate into the German market in or-
der to generate revenues and realize the 
economic benefits of internationalizing 
private business.
Internationalizing no longer has a limit-
ed focus on exporting/importing but has 
become a much more differentiated busi-
ness activity encompassing subcontract-
ing as well as technical or commercial 
cooperation. 
Smart Impex (Pvt.) Ltd. Lahore as a new 
corporate member of LCCI has taken 
these challenges and has started facili-
tating as well as providing consultancy 
services to Pakistani companies planning 
to do business in Germany - for those 
looking for their business expansion, 
export promotion, partners, agents, rep-

resentations, distributions and suppliers.  
Smart Impex will provide full support 
(guidance & information, related risks 
& regulations) throughout the complete 
phases of business set up, trade promo-
tion or investment processes in Germany. 
In cooperation with our parent company, 
Bridge to Pakistan GmbH (B2P GmbH) 
in Berlin, Germany - our company offers 
comprehensive support and takes respon-
sibility for all the activities required to 
enable a successful entry and establish-
ment as well as the expansion of business 
in the German/European market.
•Assistance during pre-market entry 
stage
•Consultancy during market entry stage
•Administrative issues related to compa-
ny registration
•Dealing with regulatory bodies, tax, cus-
tom and legal matters
•Location decision
•Marketing service
•Financial/ Incentives, subsidies related 
assistance
•Support with initial business and local 
partner contacts
•Employee related assistance and human 
resource recruitment service
•Market research studies, industry reports 
and business partner matches
•Enabling Business delegations and exhi-
bition visits
  •Exposure and experience of German 
and Pakistani Market
•Existing network of high-ranking con-
tacts - both in Germany and Pakistan
•Bridging the two markets time-effec-
tively and efficiently
•Extensive range of products and services 
to meet the demands of clients
•We take the risk of order fulfilment
Long-term experience in comprehensive 
consulting and individual project devel-
opment with a sound understanding of 
both cultures.
Email: smartimpexpakistan@gmx.com

Dr. Talat Mahmood
CEO, Smart Impex (Pvt.)Ltd.

Export promotion and
Market Entry to Germany
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TB declared as notifiable disease

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Provincial Director PTCP Dr. Zarfashan Tahir signing an Mou between PTCP and LCCI. 
Punjab Minister for Primary & Secondary Health Kh. Imran Nazir, LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Executive 

Committee Member Mian Zahid Jawaid and Former EC Member Rehmatullah Javed are also present.

Provincial Minister for Primary & Secondary Health Khawaja Imran Nazir revealed that TB has been declared as notifiable 
disease and this step would help weed out this deadly menace once for all. He was speaking at the MOU signing ceremony 
between the LCCI and National/Provincial Tuberculosis Control Program at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Provincial Manager for Tuberculosis Control Program Ms. Zarfshan, Manager Partnerships 
Community Development & Communication Zubair Ahmad and the LCCI Executive Committee Member Mian Zahid Javed 
also spoke on the occasion. Objective of this agreement is to fight against Tuberculosis in Pakistan to reduce mortality, morbidity 
and spread of TB infection. Both organizations would strengthen programmatic and operational management capacity of the TB 
Control Program while enhancing support both from public and private sector. Both institutions would device mechanism for 
free diagnoses/treatment of the worker’s and contact screening their family referral from coupon. Capacity building/training of 
the doctor and paramedic of the industrial unit will also be organized. Provincial Minister Khawaja Imran Nazir said that MOU 
between the two organizations is a historic event. He said that private sector in general and the Lahore Chamber in particular 
had always played a crucial role and stood shoulder to shoulder with the government at all testing times. He said that a number 
of reforms are being introduced in the Punjab Health Department. Revamping of 40 hospitals in Punjab is well on the way that 
hopefully would be completed by the end of August. On the suggestion of the LCCI President Abdul Basit, he said that issues 
of cigarette selling to the minors and LCCI role in Health Department’s purchases would be considered seriously. Manager for 
Tuberculosis Control Program Ms. Zarfshan said that to stop TB and to end TB from Pakistan is the main cause of this program. 
She said that the industrial workers would be provided diagnostic, treatment and medicine facilities. She said that MOU between 
National/Provincial Tuberculosis Control Program and the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry would make this program 
more effective and stronger. The LCCI President Abdul Basit said that such initiative was need of the hour as Pakistan ranks 
5th in the list of 22 countries with higher number of TB patients. He said it is estimated that around 50,000 people dies annually 
just because of this deadly disease. He said that lack of awareness and health facilities in the rural areas are giving severity to 
this disease. He said that the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry is ready to launch awareness campaign through print 
and electronic media, its Lahore Chamber News and FM 98.6 radio. He said that smoking is also one of the biggest reasons of 
TB but despite various claims, cigarettes are being sold openly even to the children. He said that these areas should be focused 
particularly. He said that in the past, there was a major role of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry in the purchases 
of Health Department that was suspended without any reason. He said that LCCI should be consulted in this process that would 
help make the things more effective and transparent. 
 “We have to save our coming generations from deadly disease of TB and for this cause, public private partnership 
would play a fundamental role. MOU between the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry would go a long way”, Abdul Basit 
concluded.



22

LCCI and HEC join hands for 
a culture of applied research
and Innovation in Universities

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Dr. Arshad Ali Executive Director HEC, 
Engr. Jawed Salim Qureshi Chairman Pakistan Engineering Council and Umer Saleem Convener LCCI

Committee at a seminar on “Industry Academia Linkage”.

HEC and LCCI had a Joint Session at Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry on 
the very need of strong “INDUSTRY ACADEMIA LINKAGE” to develop a culture 
of Applied research and Innovation in Universities. 
More than 12 Universities including Lahore School of Economics, National College of 
Arts, Punjab University, UET, NUST, UMT, IMPERIAL University, UVAS, RIPHAH 
University , National Textile University etc and Different Sectoral Associations AP-
TAMA, PAAPAM, PCMA, PFMA, PREGMEA etc along with distinguished busi-
nessmen participated in it.
Dr Arshad Ali (Executive Director HEC) called for a strategy that how knowledge 
and research of academia could be beneficial for the industry. He said that action plan 
should be defined in this regard. He said that HEC was established in 2002 and there 

were 67 universities in the country with 0.7 million students and budget of Rs.6 bil-
lions but now situation is quite different. At present 183 universities are educating 
around 3 million students. He said that HEC is well aware of the issue weak linkages 
between academia and industry and is fully committed to facilitate the universities 
and industry. He assured his full cooperation to the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said that understanding between industrial and educa-
tion sectors should be developed on sustainable basis. He said that the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry is working since long on this particular issue. He said 
that LCCI has declared 2017 the year of industry-academia linkage. Objective of this 
initiative is to gain direct benefits from the research work of the universities. He said 
that it would reduce the cost of doing business, enhance the employment opportunities 
and enhance the competitiveness of the industrial sectors. Abdul Basit emphasized 
the need for demand driven research work saying that it would be beneficial for both 
researchers and industry. He said that researchers would be able to sale their research 
work to the industry that would increase the industrial production.
Former LCCI President Sohail Lashari said that education sector needs to understand 
the industry’s demand for skilled human resources and it is possible through strong re-
lations between industry and academia. He said that Academia should develop projects 
beneficial for industry.
Convener LCCI Standing Committee on “Industry-Academia Linkage” Umer Saleem 
emphasizes Faculty should be evaluated on the basis of Industrial solutions. This could 
make ORIC (Office of Research, Innovation and Commercialization) more productive 
and effective in Universities. He said that Committee is visiting different universities 
and sectoral Associations to know their sector issues. We will share with Academia to 
do research and find different solutions for industry. Such efforts will reduce the cost 
of doing, minimize the unemployment rate, increase productivity, increase exports 

and best utilization of human capital for 
a strong Pakistani Economy. Soon differ-
ent seminars, workshops and conferences 
would be organized.
Chairman Pakistan Engineering Council 
Jawed Saleem Qureshi called for fur-
ther homework and underlined the need 
to give representation of the industry in 
research centers. He said that in today’s 
scenario, reverse engineering has become 
a key to success as it help extract knowl-
edge and make it possible to reproduce 
any product.
Chairman Pakistan Footwear Manufac-
turer Association Javaid Iqbal Siddiqui 
appreciates this great initiative of LCCI 
and asked academia that PFMA facing 

creativity issues in its sector. So Aca-
demia should work on it.
Vice Chairman Pakistan Chemical Man-
ufacturer Association Abrar Ahmad 
congratulate President Abdul Basit for 
declaring 2017 as an Industry Academia 
year and appreciate Mr. Arshad Ali for in-
viting Industry Academia Linkage Com-
mittee for policy discussion with HEC.
SECRETARY APTAMA Anis ul Haq 
pointed out challenges facing by textile 
sector and Academia should do concrete 
research on it and come up with practical 
solutions.
PAAPAM Iftikhar Ahmad appreciates 
the great initiative of Lahore Chamber 
to onboard Academia for sector wise re-
search. This would surely bridge the gap 
between Industry and Academia.
The Presence of UNIVERSITIES and 
SECTORAL ASSOCIATIONS and 
Large Number of Business Men said 
Lahore Chamber has proactively taken 
a great step forward and in sha Allah the 
results will be very fruitful and beneficial 
for the entire country. 



23

Located on an ancient trade route between the Greco-Persian and the Indo-Chinese 
civilizations, Punjab stands out as a unique civilizational crossroad. It has a rich and 
unique cultural DNA steeped in the intermingling of various invaders, traders and 
travellers that passed through the land.  The region is host to some of the oldest civili-
zations on earth, including Harrapa and Ghandhara.  Between these and the Mughals, 
there emerged a rich and diverse culture spanning different religions particularly   of 
the mystic Sufi poets and shrines that dot the landscape. 
The field of  arts and culture  encompasses the performing, visual,  fine arts as well as 
applied arts including architecture, graphic design, crafts, film, digital media and vid-
eo, humanities and historic preservation, literature, folklore and other creative activi-
ties.   In a broad sense, culture can be defined as intangible shared beliefs, values, and 
practices of a community.  Related to this, beyond the    common elements of arts and 
culture, Creativity encompasses the development, design, or creation of “new appli-
cations, ideas, relationships, systems or products, including artistic contributions.” In 
other words, as a whole, many forms of arts and culture naturally manifest as aspects 
of daily human activity. 
Today the benefits of cultural production/consumption are increasingly seen as import-
ant tools for economic and social revitalization. Across the board, stakeholders now 
recognize and accept that the arts benefit both economic development and civic pride,   
and that their significance is not just limited to the social or educational domain. .  
Highlighting a nation’s   arts and culture contributes to greater tourism and corpo-
rate presence in cities which leads to substantial creation of jobs and financial wealth.   
These   trends include a growing appreciation of design in consumer products and the 
significant use of marketing and advertising by artists, musicians, and writers. More 
obvious fields of film and video production also contribute in this direction.
 Across the border, India has very successfully used its art/culture to effectively pro-
mote its tourism, hospitality, clothing, jewellery and life style products, resulting in 
big success stories.  State run craft and handloom Emporiums, or privately owned Fa-
bindia, are all using the craft-culture base. Similarly, nearly all multinationals promote 
different regional cultural identities, festivals and sports. India has put Kabaadi on the 
international sports map.  Why can’t we do the same for “Tent Pegging”, for example?  
Using all these art-culture resources, India has managed to create the “Incredible In-
dia” image globally. 
A few Pakistani businesses have tried to use our  unique art-culture  DNA to their 
advantage by combining  local art and culture with their products. The famous Lahore 
“Food Streets” cater local culinary delicacies in a purely local ambiance. The rein-
vented “nan shops” and “samosa shops” serving fusion local versions.  Khaadi was 
a pioneer in cotton khaddar, clothing and home textiles.  Kapray Veghera focuses on 
revival of traditional hand embroidered clothing at an affordable price.  There is also 
the interior design of Serena Hotels in the hospitality sector.  Truck Art has created an 
iconic identity for Pakistan globally. Clay Art is reviving local designs in pottery at a 
small scale.   Village Restaurant introduced village style cooking, living and dining ex-
perience to urbanites. Lahore Chatkhara is another such example.  Large corporations 
have used iconic singers like Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Abida Parveen, and a lot of young 
singers whose work is inspired by sufi kalam and rhythms for their advertisements.  
Coke Studio continues to deliver hits year after year, reviving forgotten melodies and 
kalams steeped in our culture. However these are just a few Pakistani brands which 
have understood the advantage of creating their own unique brand identity through 
value addition of art and culture in not just their products but also communication/
advertising campaigns.
The festival of “Basant” was an example of when a cultural festival became the identi-
ty of a city, namely Lahore,   which became part of the world’s cultural map as a ‘must 
go to’ Event.   An economic boost was very evident.    As the festival approached, the 
entire tourism industry was galvanized into action.  Art festivals, crafts festivals, mu-

sic and theatre festivals were held.   Nu-
merous cultural activities drew not only 
national crowds towards Lahore but also 
attracted numerous international visitors.  
Altogether, it was an amazing boost to 
the economy spreading financial benefits 
across the socio-economic spectrum.  All 
these benefits disappeared with the ban 
on Basant.  
Research on Human Psychology and 
consumer patterns show that a consumer 
or buyer always yearns for traits/things 
they don’t possess.   For example An-
glo Saxon fair skinned races find darker 
complexions attractive and use tanning 
creams to darken their skins. In contrast, 
darker skinned races want to acquire fair 
complexions and use skin whitening 
products. Americans look towards and 
travel to Europe seeking centuries old 
history, art and culture they themselves 
do not possess. Similarly Europeans are 
attracted to civilizations that are thou-
sands of years older than Europe    sim-
ilarly, some brands that have taken the 
route of art and culture and created a dis-
tinct and strong USP for their products/
brand. This   has helped them stand out 
in the advertising clutter and made them   
market leaders in their particular fields. 
There are also examples where items rep-
resenting our culture have been adopted 
by global high end brands.  For exam-
ple the ‘Peshaweri  Kheri  by Tom Ford, 
Balochi kurta designs by Demi Moore 
dresses and lately Dolce & Gabbana have 
introduced truckart on their home prod-
ucts and kitchen appliances. .  
If we study the successful patterns imple-
mented worldwide we see encouraging 
collaborations between artists, design-
ers, and product engineers in a variety 
of manufacturing and high-tech indus-
tries to establish Design& Innovation 
Centres.  Their main goal is to leverage 
local design talent to grow design-based 
business and attract new businesses to 
the area. Such collaborations stimulate 

Tehmina Saeed Chaudhury
LCCI Executive Committee Member
Convenor SC on Art & Culture

Let Art and Culture
catalyse Economic Vitality
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Seminar on Strengthening Foreign
Exchange Reserves 

new thinking, encourage new product development, and make the most of a region’s 
creative and business resources. From cell phones to automobiles to furniture, every 
manufacturing company faces an international marketplace where value is increasing-
ly determined by a product’s uniqueness, performance, and design. Creativity is be-
coming a critical competitive advantage. As noted in a recent report on the American 
economy, “More and more, manufacturers have begun to look closer to home for new 
and distinct sources of competitive advantage, and are finding them in arts and design. 
Specialized or even customized high-end goods whose appeal is strongly linked to 
their aesthetic qualities are a growing market and one in which many manufacturers 
are finding innovative ways to compete. To realize this competitive edge, some states 
are encouraging collaborations among artists, designers, and product engineers in a 
variety of manufacturing and high-tech industries. These collaborations stimulate new 
thinking, encourage new product development, and make the most of a state’s collec-
tive creative and business resources.”
Promoting art and culture will help in establishing Pakistan’s soft image globally. 
Over the years each government has failed to do this. As business leaders, let us take 

on this mantle and promote our art and 
culture for the benefit of our country and 
our businesses.  In cricket, the home team 
always has the advantage both of the sup-
porting crowds at the stadiums and the 
freedom to create pitches suited to its 
own players.  Pakistani Art and Culture 
brings the “home ground advantage” for 
every Pakistani brand. Let’s take full ad-
vantage of it. In a globally competitive 
business environment, let our products 
create a unique place for themselves on 
the shelves, where they ‘speak’ to the 
customers to desire them in way that   
compels a buyer to choose our specific 
product. 

Foreign Exchange Reserves are an im-
portant economic indicator that shows 
the true picture of any economy and 
draws the attention of foreign Inves-
tors. Situation of FERs is far better 
than the past but still a lot of work has 
to be done. Efficiently mechanism and 
prudent economic policies are need of 
the hour to supoort Pakistan growing 
economy. 
This was upshot of the speeches de-
livered at a seminar on “Strengthening 
Foreign Exchange Reserves and Pro-
viding Lucrative Invectives” here at 
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industryt. The LCCI Senior Vice Presi-

dent Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan, CEO/Director 
of LSE Financial Services Ltd Asif Baig Mirza and Convener of the LCCI Standing 
Committee on Foreign Investment & Privatization Mian Muhammad Nawaz were 
prominent amongst the other experts. Syed Mahmood Ghaznavi, Tahir Manzoor 
Chaudhry, Ch. Khadam Hussain, Adnan Khalid Butt, Tanvir Ahmed, Moazzam Ra-
sheed, Shahid Iqbal Butt and Ch. Wajid Ali were also present on the occasion. 
Speakers said that the size of the Foreign Exchange Reserves is markedly important 
now, especially the post-globalization era, due to increased global trade, capital flows 
and currency volatility. They said that most of the foreign trade is done in US Dol-
lars, as a medium of Exchange so healthy foreign exchange reserves are the pressing 
requirement. During any crisis, foreign exchange reserves come to the rescue of any 
country to absorb the distress, related to such crisis. They said that foreign Exchange 
Reserves enhances the capacity of the Central Bank of the country to intervene in the 
foreign exchange market to manage exchange rate stability. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President said that Pakistan’s foreign Exchange Reserves 
reached at the historic heights level of $ 24 billion in October 2016. He said that 
though situation is quite satisfactory but foreign Exchange Reserves could increase 
further if we manage to control trade deficit. He said that Overseas Pakistani have 
sent home a record amount of about $ 20 billion during 2015-16. The overseas Paki-
stani workers remitted $19.9 billion during the year which shows growth of 6.38% 
compared with $ 18.719 billion received during fiscal year 2014-15. He said that 
incentives should be given to Pakistani workers working abroad to encourage them to 
use only banking channel for remittances. He said that Pakistani should be marketed 
to the foreign investors. Initiatives should be taken to make our ranking in ease of 
doing business. He said that conducive environment should be built for confidence 

building, policies should be made more 
practicable and predictable.
The LCCI Vice President Muhammad 
Nasir Hameed Khan said that those 
hitches should be removed that are 
hampering the smooth running of the 
businesses in general and promotion of 
foreign Direct Investment in particular. 
CEO/Director of LSE Financial Services 
Ltd Asif Baig Mirza in his presentation 
said that foreign Exchange Reserves add 
to the comfort of market participants 
that domestic currency is backed by ex-
ternal assets and hence it also helps the 
equity markets of the country with less-
er country risk, better credit rating, more 
foreign portfolio investment and stable 
exchange rate. He said that FERs are an 
important catalyst for pover alleviation, 
economic growth and development. 
These also helps to import raw material, 
machinery and capital goods, fuel and 
essential commodities to meet the short-
age and follow the growth trajectory. It 
is the most important part of the toolkit 
in economic management and especially 
for containing trade deficits and main-
taining exchange rate stability. He said 
that State Bank of Pakistan should allow 
reduced interest rate for such foreign 
investors, on a part of their Pak-Rupee 
borrowing, for making investment in 
prioritized areas. 
Mian Muhammad Nawaz said that for-
eign exchange reserves could be built 
through exports, inward remittances, 
foreign direct investment, foreign port-
folio investments, official development 
assistance, borrowing through Interna-
tional Capital Market and Bilateral ar-
rangements.
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