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Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz 
Sadiq has promised to resolve issues 
being faced by the business community. 
“All sector-specific efforts are being 
made to turn country into an economic 
giant.”
He was addressing the delegation of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, led by its President Abdul 
Basit. Other members of the delegation 
were the LCCI Vice President 
Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan,Awais 
Saeed Piracha, Tanvir Ahmed, Sheikh 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Adnan Khalid 
Butt, Mian Abdul Razzaq, Mian Zahid 
Javed, Tariq Mahmood, Ch. Khadim 
Hussain, Moazam Rasheed, Mian 
Muhammad Nawaz, Ali Hassan 
Ashghar, Shahid Nazir, Arshad Baig and 
Maqsood Butt while MNA Pervez Malik 
also spoke on the occasion.  Speaker 
National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq 
said that he would to approach Federal 
ministries and important officials for 
resolution of the problems of business 
community. He said that business 
community is the backbone of the 
economy and the main source of revenue 
that contributes to the national 

exchequer, their issues must be 
addressed on priority.  He said that 
Government is well aware of the fact and 
taking various measures to ensure 
business friendly atmosphere.
Speaker National Assembly assured his 
full support to the LCCI delegation for 
early resolution of the issues being faced 
by the business community saying that 
he is ready to personally represent and 
raise the problems of trade and industry 
at all available forums including 
standing committees of the National 
Assembly. He said that China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is not only a 
game changer but it is a faith changer. He 
said that CPEC would bring economic 
prosperity in the region. The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit said that industrial 
policy should be a Federal subject and 
should be uniformed for all the 
provinces. Currently, all the provinces 
are formulating their own industrial 
policy which is creating an undue 
competition among the provinces. He 
said that currently, the rate of Regasified 
Liquefied Natural Gas (RLNG) to 
Industrial sector in Punjab is around 
Rs932 per million British thermal unit 

(mmBtu) compared to the system gas 
which is being provided to Sindh 
industry at Rs600 per mmBtu. The 
current difference of Rs330 per mmBtu 
is already increasing the cost of doing 
business and non-competitiveness of 
Punjab based industry in local as well as 
international markets. The difference of 
330 per mmbtu is expected to increase 
further as the Government has 
announced a price cut of 200 per mmbtu 
for the system gas which Sindh is getting. 
To bring Punjab on equal footing with 
other provinces, the Government can at 
least give subsidy either on RLNG or 
restore system gas till the severity of 
winter to reduce gas tariff difference.
He said that industry is burdened by the 
enforcement of Gas Infrastructure 
Development Cess (GIDC) through an 
ordinance. The Supreme Court has 
already declared enforcement of GIDC 
as illegal, confirming decisions by 
honorable High Courts of Peshawar and 
Sindh. GIDC would make Pakistani 
merchandise uncompetitive in the global 
marketplace and hurt the country’s 
exports.
Abdul Basit said that currently there is a 

Speaker National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq promises to resolve issues

 of business community.

 LCCI President Abdul Basit and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan with Speaker National Assembly Sardar 
Ayaaz Sadiq. LCCI Executive Committee Members Moazzam Rasheed, Tanveer Ahmad,  Mian Zahid jawaid, Abdul 

Razzaq, Awais Saeed Piracha, Shahid Nazir,  Ali Hussam Asghar, Khadim Hussan, Adnan Khalid Butt, Mian 
Muhammad Nawaz, Sheikh Ibrahim and Secretary General Shahid Khalil are also present. 

7



The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry suggested the Ministry of 
Finance to launch shares of Diamir 
Bhasha and Kalabagh dams in the 
domestic and international stock markets 
to generate huge funds for this mega 
project. The LCCI President Abdul Basit 
and Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan said that country needs 
over $ 30 billion for the construction of 
Diamir Bhasha and Kalabagh dams and 
to make them operational for power 
generation. International donor agencies 
and financial institutions are giving 
different excuses and are reluctant to 
fund therefore government would have 
to generate funds from it own resources. 
Elaborating the point, the LCCI office-
bearers said that around $ 14 billions 
would be required for only construction 
of Diamir Bhasha dam while other 
expenses billions of dollars would also 
be occurred besides the cost. They said, 
around 150 KM area of Karakrum High 
way would have to be reconstructed with 
the cost of $ 6 to 7 billion. Around $ 3 
billions more would be required for the 
transmission line from Diamir Bhasha to 
national grid. They said that collectively 
more than $ 20 billions would be 
required for construction of Bhasha dam. 

“Basha and Kalabagh dams will 
collectively produce 8000 MW of 
electricity through environmentally 
clean hydropower generation and will 
store 15 million acre feet of water that 
would be used for irrigation and drinking 
and would control flood damage by the 
River Indus downstream during high 
floods and extend the life of Terbela dam 
located downstream by 35 years. Both 
the dams would also reduce dependence 
on environmentally damaging thermal 
power, thus saving enenvironment and 
foreign exchange”, the LCCI office-
bearers added.  They said that through 
launching of shares of Diamir Bhasha 
and Kalabagh dams in the domestic 
international stock markets, government 
could earn billions of dollars as these are 
one of the most attractive projects for the 
investors. They said that Diamir Bhasha 
dam would give benefits of billions of 
dollars to the national economy and 
investors are always interested in the 
profitable projects. They said that 
Ministry of Finance must consider the 
idea of launching shares for Diamir 
Bhasha Dam that could gain the 
attraction of the international investors 
above the expectations.  The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit said that economic 

growth is dependent on low-cost power 
generation therefore all possible 
measures should be taken on war footing. 
He said that power generation through 
thermal means would not be doing any 
service to the trade, industry and 
economy even if we start producing 
50,000 MW electricity through thermal 
resources as it would not be affordable 
for the businessmen. He said that power 
generation through hydel, gas, furnace 
oil and nuclear resources costs Rs.1.5, 
Rs.6.5, Rs. 16.5 and Rs. 5.5 per unit 
respectively. He said that Diamir Basha 
and Kalabagh dams would bring back 
their construction cost within a few 
years. Abdul Basit said that dams are a 
must to control the poverty & hunger. He 
said that the existing dams are constantly 
silting up leaving ever decreasing 
capacity to store water therefore there is a 
dire need to construct more dams. He 
said that launching of shares of Diamir 
Bhasa and Kalabagh dams in the 
domestic and international markets is a 
practicable idea therefore Ministry of 
Finance should constitute a team experts 
from the government, stock markets and 
private sectors in this regard at the 
earliest.

LCCI suggests launching of shares of
Bhasha & Kalabagh dams

in stock markets

ban on new gas connections for 
industrial use. The Federal Government 
should direct the SNPGL to remove this 
ban to incentives the formation of new 
industrial units/estates. The Government 
should also direct SNGPL to divert 
Natural Gas from CNG to Industry and 
Power Sector. He said that higher Load 
Shedding of Gas in Punjab. The 
increased load shedding of gas in the 
winter hampers the performance of 
industrial sector. The gas supply to 
industrial sector in Punjab remains low, 
especially in the period from mid-
December to March 2015. Furthermore, 
due to low gas pressure in winters, the 
industrial sector is not able to operate in 
full swing and hence ends up losing 
export orders. This makes the industrial 
sector in Punjab uncompetitive as 
compared to the other provinces where 
the load shedding of gas is non-existent. 
LCCI demand the Government that the 
gas load shedding in all the provinces 
should be same.
He said that the energy mix of the 
country is very expensive due to lack of 
hydel power generation. This results in 

tariff hikes and makes the industry 
uncompetitive in the international 
market. The LCCI suggests that the 
Ministry of Finance should use the 
international and domestic stock markets 
for generation of funds for Diamer-
Bhasha and Kalabagh Dams. He said that 
around 40,000 large and small scale 
industries have already been established 
in and around Lahore while the industrial 
estates of city have provision of only 
1200 plots for Industries that are located 
in proper Industrial Zones (800 in Sundar 
Industrial Estate and 400 in Quaid-e-
Azam Industrial Estate). The Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce therefore 
reiterates its demand of declaring the 39 
major roads of the city as Industrial 
Corridors. In accordance with the 
suggestions of Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce, LDA prepared a draft for the 
amendments in the master plan of 
Lahore. The proposed expansion in the 
Industrial Zoning of Lahore cannot be 
implemented unless a formal notification 
of the amendments in the master plan of 
Lahore is issued by the Chief Minister of  

Punjab. Since all the groundwork for 
amendments in the master plan of Lahore 
has been completed by LDA (including 
the Industrial Survey), this delay in 
notification is causing an environment of 
uncertainty in the business community of 
Lahore and hindering the planned 
growth of industrial sector in the city. 
The LCCI Vice President Muhammad 
Nasir Hameed Khan said that traffic 
congestion is one of the prime problems 
of the city of Lahore. He said that 
Parking Authority Punjab to construct 
the parking plazas on the already 
identified sites in the city on BOT basis. 
He said that reservation of Alternate 
Place for Demonstrations: Mall Road is 
one of the oldest and the most important 
roads in the city of Lahore. It often gets 
blocked due to strikes and processions by 
different segments of society. This not 
only disturbs the law and order situation 
of the city but also halts the commercial 
activities. It is proposed that Nasir Bagh 
should be reserved for demonstrations 
and no such activity should be allowed 
on the Mall Road.
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Federal Finance Minister Muhammad 
Ishaq Dar has said that all economic 
indicators are moving in right direction 
and situation would get even better in 
coming months. Federal Finance 
Minister, who is also the former 
president of the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, was talking to the 
LCCI delegation. The LCCI President 
Abdul Basit was leading the delegation 
while other members were Awais Saeed 
Piracha, Moazam Rasheed, Mian Zahid 
Javed, Mian Abdul Razaq, Shahid Nazir , 
Ch. Khadim Hussain and Sheikh 
Muhammad Ibrahim.
Muhammad Ishaq Dar said that Pakistan 
has made a strong comeback and became 
more stronger after 2013. He said that 
foreign exchange reserves are at the 
record level, balance of payment is good 
while Pakistan Stock Market is one of the 
best performer. He said that macro-
economic stability has caught the 
attention of the investors around the 
globe. To a question, he said that 
Kalabagh and Bhasha dams cannot be 
built at the same time as KBD has been 
politicized. He said that Bhasha dam 
would be constructed at any cost, China 
is being asked to include Bhasha in China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor. While 
inviting the LCCI budget proposals, 
finance Minister said that government 
always take the proposals of the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry on 
board. On the invitation of the LCCI 
President Abdul Basit, Finance Minister 
promised to visit the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry soon. Speaking 
on the occasion, the LCCI President 
Abdul Basit highlighted the issues of 

refund claims, attachment of bank 
accounts, misuse of discretionary 
powers and disparity in energy prices 
between the provinces. He said that Halal 
food sector should be given zero rated 
facility as the country has a little share in 
the international Halal food trade of 
about 3 trillion dollars. He said that 
difference in gas and electricity prices 
should be removed to provide level 
playing field to the industries throughout 
the country. He also called for 
withdrawal of ban on new gas 
connections for the industry. He said that 
Bhasha and Kalabagh, both dams are 
essential for the national economy. He 

said that opponents of Kalabagh dam are 
actually safeguarding the Indian interests 
therefore they should not be given any 
weight. The energy mix of the country is 
very expensive due to lack of hydel 
power generation. This results in tariff 
h ikes  and makes  the  indust ry  
uncompetitive in the international 
market. He suggested that the Ministry of 
Finance should use the international and 
domestic stock markets for generation of 
funds for Diamer-Bhasha and Kalabagh 
Dams. This would help the government 
to raise billions of dollars that are 
required for the construction of these 
mega dams. Once successful, this 
method can be used for the construction 
of other energy projects.
Abdul Basit said that around 40,000 
large and small scale industries have 
already been established in and around 
Lahore while the industrial estates of city 
have provision of only 1200 plots for 
Industries that are located in proper 
Industrial Zones (800 in Sundar 
Industrial Estate and 400 in Quaid-e-
Azam Industrial Estate). He reiterated 
the LCCI demand of declaring the 39 
major roads of the city as Industrial 
Corridors. He demanded that new 
industrial zones should be developed 
around Lahore and in whole Punjab for 
catering the demands for establishing 
new industries. 

Minister for Finance Ishaq Dar holds
meeting with LCCI delegation

LCCI President Abdul Basit in a meeting with Finance Minister 
Muhammad Ishaq Dar.

Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Khawaja Muhammad Asif Minister 
of Defence and Minister of Water and Power and Member of National Assembly 

Pervaiz Malik in a meeting with LCCI delegation. 



Chairman Federal Board of Revenue 
(FBR) Nisar Muhammad Khan has said 
that genuine grievances of the business 
community would be addressed once 
budget proposals of the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry are received. 
He was talking to the LCCI delegation, 
led by its President Abdul Basit. Other 
members of the delegation were the 
LCCI Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan, Tanvir Ahmed, Sheikh 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Adnan Khalid 
Butt, Mian Abdul Razzaq, Mian Zahid 
Javed, Tariq Mahmood, Ch. Khadim 
Hussain, Moazam Rasheed, Mian 
Muhammad Nawaz, Ali Hassan 
Ashghar, Shahid Nazir, Arshad Baig and 
Maqsood Butt.  Chairman FBR said that 
no one else could be interested in the 
development of the trade and industry 
than the Federal Board of revenue as if 
the businesses flourish, revenue of the 
department would automatically 
enhance. He said government needs 
revenues to run its affairs smoothly and 
tackle the security and poverty 
challenges. He said that number of 
provincial taxes are much higher than the 
Federal taxes therefore business 
community should take up this issue with 
their relevant provincial governments. 
He informed the LCCI delegation that 
tax-free import is allowed to only 
machinery and equipment for China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
Raw materials have been excluded by the 
government from this list on the request 
of FBR. On the issue of 38-B, he said that 

tax officials have been directed to treat 
business community with due honor. The 
Chairman said that the FBR considers 
businessmen as partners and not 
adversary.  The LCCI President Abdul 
Basit said that the role of Federal Board 
of Revenue is considered as a key 
facilitator to private sector but our 
experience shows that dealing with FBR, 
compliance and officials are not always 
easy. Tax system is complicated and 
burdensome which creates room for 
complicities between tax payers and the 
tax collectors. He said that number of 
taxes and frequency of paying taxes must 
be reduced. Moreover, taxes may be paid 
quarterly instead of every month. For 
that matter, all Para tariffs must be 
merged in the main tariffs. Similarly, 
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  e l e c t r o n i c  
communication between taxpayers and 
tax departments. These proposals can 
make noticeable difference and win the 
confidence of taxpayers. He said that 
government must ensure that concerned 
Chinese investors and companies 
engaged in CPEC must consider the 
indigenously produced inputs from 
Pakistan except those goods which are 
not produced locally. He said that the 
goods which are not manufactured / 
produced in Pakistan, for example, 
Soybean meal and Grandparents Chicks 
should not be taxed.
Abdul Basit said section 38-B of Sales 
Tax Act, 1990 is being adversely used by 
the officials of tax department. They are 
paying illegal visits to markets and 

godowns to unjustifiably harass the 
business people. He suggested that teams 
from tax department should visit the 
markets, if indispensable, but they 
should be bound to follow due legal 
process and immediately stop harassing 
business community. “Bank accounts 
should not be attached without prior 
notice to the taxpayer and after seeking 
approval in writing of Commissioner in 
the light of reply submitted by the 
taxpayer. The recovery should be after 
the decision of the Tribunal and not 
before that. Finances of business people 
in their bank accounts help sustain their 
business while when they are withdrawn 
by the department, it tantamounts to 
sudden business death”, the LCCI 
President added and further said that 
a l te rna t ive  Dispute  Resolut ion  
Mechanism has to be strengthened and 
FBR must accept its recommendations.  
The LCCI President further suggested 
that meetings for the determination of 
Customs Values should be held at Lahore 
as well to enable the stakeholders of 
Punjab conveniently attend said 
meetings to provide their input. He said 
also proposed that instead of bringing 
changes in Customs Values, duty / tax 
rates should be rationalized which would 
certainly be more effective to increase 
government revenue. He said that the 
exporters are suffering the most because 
they are facing serious issues of shortage 
of working capital. All the backlog of 
refunds should be cleared within two 
months upon the filing of return. FBR 

FBR to address traders’ grievances

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan with FBR Chairman Nisar Muhammad Khan. LCCI 
Executive Committee Members Mian Abdul Razzaq, Mian Zahid Jawiad, Tariq Mehmood, Mian Muhammad Nawaz, 

Shahid Nazir, Moazzam Rasheed, Awais Saeed Piracha and Khadim Hussain are also present.
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must pay markup at bank rate to the 
person whose refunds are stuck up by the 
department so that same may be paid to 
the bank against borrowings. The LCCI 
Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan said that the government 
should take steps to control smuggling at 
the borders and Frontier core deployed 

there should be equipped with state of the 
art technology and made them more 
vigilant and to advise them to play their 
role in controlling the smuggling by 
exercising their authority under customs 
Act. He said that one of the major reasons 
of smuggling has been Afghan transit 
trade. Afghanistan should not be allowed 

to import such raw materials which are 
not being used there due to inexistence of 
such industry in Afghanistan. He 
suggested that the duties on such goods 
which are prone to smuggling should be 
reduced as it has been practiced 
successfully in many other countries. 

Governor Punjab Malik Muhammad 
Rafique Rajwana has promised to extend 
every cooperation to the business 
community for the cause of economy.  
While talking to the LCCI President 
Abdul Basit, Vice President Muhammad 
Nasir Hameed Khan, former office-
bearers and Executive Committee 
Members here at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, Governor Punjab 
said that strong relations between 
government and the private sector are 
vital to keep the momentum of growth.  
Former LCCI Presidents Muhammad Ali 
Mian, Sohail Lashari, former Vice 
Presidents Aftab Ahmed Vohra, Mian 
Abuzar Shad, Executive Committee 
Members Awais Saeed Piracha, 
Moazzam Rasheed, Mian Abdul Razzaq, 
Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry, Zahid 
Maqsood Butt, Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz, Ali Hassam Asghar, Khamis 
Saeed Butt, Zeeshan Khalil, Nadeem 
Qureshi and Tehmina Saeed Chaudhry 
were present on the occasion. The 
Governor said that the government had 
achieved a lot during last three years. He 
said there is a lot of development in the 
energy sector and country would be self 
dependent in power generation till the 

year 2018. He said that law & order 
situation is far better than the past and 
situation would be much better in the 
days to come. He said that tourism 
industry is booming while reforms in 
agriculture sector is paving way for agri 
revolution. To a question, Governor 
Punjab said that issue of Indian water 
aggression is being raised at the 
international forums. He also promised 
to take up the issue of disparity in 
electricity and gas prices between the 
provinces with Pime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. While agreeing the LCCI 
proposal to declare the important roads 
as industrial corridors, the Governor 
urged the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry to forward proposals in this 
regard. He also promised to forward his 
recommendations to the Punjab 
government regarding construction of 
parking plazas and ban on protests at city 
roads.
“As Governor Punjab, my full support 
and cooperation is available for the 
business community as no country could 
move ahead without its due role”, he 
added. The LCCI President Abdul Basit 
said that Pakistani industry is in deep 

trouble in the international market 
because of high input cost. He said that 
electricity is an important raw material of 
the industry and it should be provided to 
the industry on subsidized rates to boost 
the declining exports. He said that gas 
and electricity tariff should be uniformed 
throughout the country. On the issue of 
Kalabagh dam, the LCCI president said 
that government should make a clear 
decision on this mega project as 
provoking statements of Indian Prime 
Minister are ringing the alarming bells. 
He said that all political parties should 
give priority to the national interests. The 
LCCI Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan said that misuse of 
discretionary powers should be stopped 
to create business friendly atmosphere in 
he country. He said that business 
community is the backbone of the 
economy and it should be given honor 
and respect. Former LCCI Presidents 
Muhammad Ali Mian and Sohail Lashari 
also raised the issue of Kalabagh Dam 
saying that it is a national project, not a 
dam for any particular province. Sohail 
Lashari also informed the Governor 
about the LCCI Mediation Center.

Governor Punjab promises to extend best 
cooperation to the business community.

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in a meeting with Governor Punjab
Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana
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During the visit to Islamabad, the LCCI 
delegation was given an opportunity to 
attend following are the proceeding. The 
meeting commenced with recitation 
from the Holy Quran. Senator, Sheikh 
Qaiser Ahmad, Chairman National 
Assembly Standing Committee on 
Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, 
Statistics and Privatization, welcomed 
the LCCI delegation. He appreciated the 
idea of having meeting with National 
Assembly Standing Committees to 
expeditiously resolve the issues of 
business community.
Mr. Abdul Basit thanked Sheikh Qiaser 
Ahmad for providing the opportunity to 
attend the said Standing Committee 
meeting. He then raised following issues:
Federal Industrial Policy
He said that LCCI is of the view that 
industrial Policy should be a Federal 
subject and should be uniform for all the 
provinces. Currently, all the provinces 
are formulating their own industrial 
policy which is creating an undue 
competition among the provinces. For 
example, KPK has announced various 
incentives for the industrial sector which 
is resulting in relocation of industry from 
Punjab to KPK. The special incentives 
should only be l imited to the 
underdeveloped areas like Fata and 
Balochistan.
Reduction in Number and Frequency 
of Taxes
Number of taxes and frequency of 
paying taxes must be reduced. Moreover, 
taxes may be paid quarterly instead of 
paying every month. For that matter, all 
Para tariffs must be merged in the main 
tariffs. Similarly, there should be 
electronic communication between 
taxpayers and tax departments which 
will certainly make noticeable difference 
and win confidence of taxpayers.
Due Share of Local Industry in CPEC 
Projects
Projects like CEPC have potential to 
stimulate local economy by increasing 
the demand of locally manufactured 
goods. Such increase in demand will not 
only allow full utilization of existing 
manufacturing capacity but will also 
encourage manufacturers to increase 
their capacity. This will generate much 
needed employment opportunities and 
also contribute sizeable amount of 
revenue to national exchequer.  

Government must ensure that concerned 
Chinese investors and companies 
engaged in CPEC must consider the 
indigenously produced inputs from 
Pakistan except those goods which are 
not produced locally.
Tax on Goods / Raw materials not 
Manufactured / Produced Locally
On imports of such goods which are not 
manufactured / produced in Pakistan, for 
e x a m p l e ,  S o y b e a n  m e a l  a n d  
Grandparents Chicks, taxes should not 
be imposed.
Section 38-B of Sales Tax Act, 1990
Section 38-B of Sales Tax Act, 1990 is 
being adversely used by officials of tax 
department. They are paying frequent 
visits to markets and godowns to 
unjustifiably harass the business people. 
They not only take coercive measures to 
raise unlawful tax demands without 
providing any supporting document but 
also carry all available records with 
them. We are of the view that teams from 
tax department should visit markets, if 
indispensable,  but  they should 
immediately stop harassing business 
community. Mr. Awais Saeed Piracha, 
ECM-LCCI said that we are legitimate 
business people and are not asking to 
remove this clause but we just want that it 
should be supervised by good officers.
Account Attachment
Bank accounts should not be attached 
without prior notice to the taxpayer and 
after seeking approval in writing from 
Commissioner in the light of reply 
submitted by the taxpayer. The recovery 
should be after decision of the Tribunal 
and not before that. It is pertinent to 
mention here that finances of business 
people in their bank accounts help 
sustain their businesses while when they 
are withdrawn by the department, it 
tantamounts to sudden business death.
Determination of Customs Values
Meetings for the determination of 
Customs Values should be held at Lahore 
as well to enable the stakeholders of 
Punjab conveniently attend said 
meetings to provide their input. Customs 
Values are fixed at exorbitantly higher 
side which does not reflect their true 
market value that adversely affect trade 
and industry in the country. There must 
be some base or specific percentage of 
increase in said values. We propose that 

instead of bringing changes in Customs 
Values, duty / tax rates should be 
rationalized which would certainly be 
more effective to increase government 
revenue.
Sheikh Muhammad Ibrahim, ECM-
LCCI informed the house about the issue 
of setting up industries in Free Industrial 
Zone in Mirpur, Azad Kashmir which are 
enjoying tax holidays, whereas 
industries established outside such zones 
are on the verge of closure due to burden 
of taxes. President LCCI said that we 
have to take serious steps to save our fast 
declining exports. He said that energy 
mix of the country is very expensive due 
to lack of hydel power generation. This 
resulted in tariff hikes and makes the 
industry uncompetitive in international 
market. He suggested that Ministry of 
Finance should use the international and 
domestic stock markets for generation of 
funds for Diamer-Bhasha and Kalabagh 
Dams. This would help the Government 
to raise Billions of Dollars that are 
required for construction of these mega 
Dams. Once successful, this method can 
be used for construction of other energy 
projects. He also said that after Modi’s 
statement of blocking Pakistan water, the 
onus of building big water reservoirs is 
on our shoulders and all those protesting 
against them must be brought to justice. 
He also raised the point that according to 
State Bank of Pakistan policy regarding 
default cases referral to CIB within 90 
days after which the company is declared 
defaulter, it should be increased to 360 
days.
Mr. Abdul Rashid Godil  MNA 
appreciated the Chairman for inviting 
LCCI to its committee meeting and said 
that such activities would bring public 
and private sector closer to each other. 
Mr. Asad Umar MNA also appreciated 
visit of LCCI Delegation to Standing 
Committee meeting and requested the 
Chairman to invite other Chambers also 
to discuss various issues with policy 
makers. He asked the President LCCI to 
send LCCI Budget Proposals to this 
committee and assured his fullest 
support in this regard.
In the end, Sheikh Qaiser Ahmad once 
again thanked the President LCCI and 
Executive Committee Members for 
attending the meeting and reiterated to 

Meeting with National Assembly

Standing Committee of Finance, Revenue, 

Economic Affairs, Statistics and  Privatization

12



13

Federal Secretary, Ministry of National 
Food Security & Research Muhammad 
Abid Javed has said that special attention 
is being given to the Halal food sector it 
has the ability to give a quantum jump to 
the national exports. He was speaking 
here at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit and former 
President Shahzad Ali Malik also spoke 
on the occasion while  former Vice 
Presidents Aftab Ahmed Vohra, Abuzar 
Shad, Mian Zahid Javed, Muhammad 
Arshad Chaudhry, Ali Hussam Asghar, 
Tehmina Saeed Chaudhry, former 
Executive Committee Members 
Rehmatullah Javed, Naseeb Ahmed 
Saifee, Khawaja Imtiaz Ahmed and 
Ghulam Sarwar Malik were present in 
the meeting. Federal Secretary said that 
Rice Research Institute is continuously 
working to introduce new varieties and 
recently two new varieties have been 
introduced that would help enhance rice 
exports. He said that there is a high 
demand for Pakistani basmati rice in the 
global market. He said that import of 
tomato from India has been stopped as 
country has enough production to meet 
the domestic demand. The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit said that Pakistan 
is an agrarian economy and could not be 
able to draw the potential benefits of this 
sector. It is a matter of concern that 
during fiscal year of 2015-2016, the 

performance of agriculture sector as a 
whole remained dismal. He said that 
unlike other sectors of economy, the 
agriculture sector witnessed a negative 
growth of 0.19% against 2.53% growth 
during the same period last year. The 
growth of crops also declined by 6.25%, 
while the other sub component of 
agriculture sector like livestock, forestry 
and fishing posted positive growth of 
3.63%, 8.84% and 3.25%, respectively. 
“It is really unfortunate that we lag 
terribly behind in producing the desired 
results. It is high time that our farmers 
and local entrepreneurs related to food 
and its associated sectors must be 
motivated to modernize their processes. 
For that matter, the Ministry of National 
Food Security can play pivotal role”, 
Abdul Basit added.  He said that since 
there are number of research institutions 
working under the control of the 
ministry, so, it is suggested that they 
should take this responsibility to 
highlight the benefits of adopting new 
ways and technologies to increase the 
existing low level of agri yield. We 
believe that there can be better results if 
the cost factor of availing such facilities 
is as minimized as possible.   Former 
LCCI President Shahzad Ali Malik said 
that the total size of Halal market in 
global trade is around 3 trillion dollars 
and Pakistan has insignificant share in it. 
We have a natural base for producing 

Halal products and this unique 
characteristic should be aggressively 
marketed to earn appropriate share. He 
said that in addition to 5 exports oriented 
sectors which have been declared zero-
rated, the food sector should also be 
awarded the same status. This step will 
encourage the exports of agri-produce 
and eventually our farmers will be able to 
fetch better prices. Shahzad Ali Malik 
said that it is the age of hybrid technology 
and every sector of economy is focusing 
on it. For agriculture sector, the hybrid 
seeds are mostly imported from other 
countries. We are of the view that 
maximum facilities and incentives 
should be given to local hybrid seed 
producers so that they could be able to 
contribute more. Likewise,  the 
government should encourage them to 
expand their production capacity to be 
able to export hybrid seeds. These efforts 
will also play important role in giving 
boost to agri-produce and job creation. 
He said that all seed materials are tested 
by federal agency throughout Pakistan. 
We demand that the same institution 
should be made responsible for issuance 
of legal documents which will make it 
easy to market these seeds all across the 
country. Our members have experienced 
great hurdles by the provincial 
agriculture regulatory bodies in this 
connection.

Halal food sector has ability to give
a quantum jump to the national exports

LCCI president Abdul Basit presenting a souviner to Federal Secretary, Ministry of National Food Security & Research 
Muhammad Abid Javed. Former LCCI President Shahzad Ali Malik, Former Vice President Aftab Ahmad Vohra and Executive 

Committee Members Mian Zahid Jawaid, Ali Hussam Ashgar and others are also present.



The LCCI has decided to form a sector specific delegation to Italy. 
The decision was taken at a meeting between LCCI President Abdul 
Basit and Italian Ambassador Stefano Pontecorvo during a 
meeting at LCCI. The convener of the LCCI Standing Committee on 
Pak-Italy trade promotion Khadim Hussain was also present.

Country
Profile Italy
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Agriculture - products: fruits, vegetables, grapes, potatoes, sugar beets, soybeans, 
grain, olives; beef, dairy products; fish

Industries: tourism, machinery, iron and steel, chemicals, food 
processing, textiles, motor vehicles, clothing, footwear, 
ceramics

Taxes and other revenues: 47.9% of GDP (2015 est.)

Inflation rate (consumer prices): 0.1% (2015 est.)

Reserves of foreign exchange and gold: $130.6 billion (31 December 2015 est.)

Trade:  

Exports:  $450.1 billion (2015 est.)

Imports: $391.2 billion (2015 est.)

engineering products, textiles and clothing, production 
machinery, motor vehicles, transport equipment, chemicals; 
foodstuffs, beverages, and tobacco; minerals, nonferrous 
metals

Exports - commodities:

Germany 12.3%, France 10.3%, US 8.7%, UK 5.4%, Spain 4.8%, 
Switzerland 4.7% (2015)

Exports - partners: 

engineering products, chemicals, transport equipment, 
energy products, minerals and nonferrous metals, textiles and 
clothing; food, beverages, tobacco

Imports - commodities: 

Imports - partners: Germany 15.4%, France 8.7%, China 7.7%, Netherlands 5.6%, 
Spain 5%, Belgium 4.7% (2015)

Trade Relations with Pakistan:
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Mining sector of Punjab is free of mafia 

after the implementation of business 

rules and true businessmen are being 

encouraged.
This was stated by the Provincial 

Minister for Mines and Minerals 

Chaudhry Sher Ali while talking to the 

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Vice 

President Muhammad Nasir Hameed 

Khan here at the Lahore Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry. Executive 

Committee Members Tahir Manzoor 

Chaudhry, Mian Zahid Javed, Khamis 

Saeed Butt, Syed Mukhtar Ali were also 

present in the meeting. Provincial 

Minister said that the efforts are afoot for 

the development mines and minerals 

department of Punjab and special 

attention is being given towards 

technological advancement and old 

techniques are being replaced with the 

new ones that would also reduce the cost 

of mining. He said that mining sector is 

being developed in consultation with 

stakeholders as its efficiency is need of 

the hour. He sought the proposals of 

private sector with regard to export of 

gypsum that has to be looked after as 

country has not enough reserves of 

gypsum. He said that area of Chiniot has 

large reserves of iron ore and study is in 

process in this regard. He said that 

geological mining map of province has 

been prepared according to the 

international standards. He said that 

revenue from mining sector is increase 

gradually. He said that issues cannot be 

resolved without taking private sector on 

board. The LCCI President Abdul Basit 

said that Pakistan lacks modern 

technology in mining. Pakistan has great 

reserves of natural resources ranging 

from gold to coal worth of billions of 

dollars. He said that the labour involved 

in mining sector is not fully trained and 

equipped with modern techniques. The 

government has to play a very active and 

supportive role in the development of 

this very sector keeping in view the 

massive potentials which it has and the 

role which it can play in the development 

of Pakistan. The LCCI President said that 

there should be a model mine developed 

by the government to demonstrate the 

efficient mining technology and cost cuts 

a s su r ing  enhanced  sa fe ty  and  

productivity. He appreciated the efforts 

which the Government of Punjab is 

taking in developing this sector. Abdul 

Basit urged the government to review 

GST for the sake of development in this 

sector and provide tax holiday. He said 

that the policy should be investment 

friendly to encourage not the traders 

rather the investors including the 

domestic ones by removing all possible 

hurdles. He said that import of Calcium 

Carbonate is creating problem for local 

industry. There should be imposition of 

regulatory duty @ 30% to curb dumping 

and also providing level playing field to 

local industry. He also proposed that 

incentive, rebate and tax exemptions 

should be provided to the local industry 

in calcium carbonate grinding which is 

supplying raw material to local industry 

as well as exporting the same to many 

countries.
“Our businessmen are full of dreams and 

vigor to stand shoulder to shoulder with 

the government to participate in driving 

the economy towards prosperity”, the 

LCCI President concluded. The LCCI 

Vice President Muhammad Nasir 

Hameed Khan presented the vote of 

thanks.

Punjab mining sector now free
of mafia: Ch. Sher Ali

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in a meeting with Provincial Minister for 
Mines and Minerals Chaudhry Sher Ali.
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Pakistan Ambassador to Iran Asif Khan 
Durrani has invited the Pakistani 
businessmen to participate in the 
exhibition “Aleeshan Pakistan” being 
held from March 4 to 7 in Tehran. He was 
talking to the LCCI President Abdul 
Basit here at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. Former LCCI 
Presidents Ijaz Butt, Mohsin Raza 
Bukhari, Sohail Lashari, Executive 
Committee Members Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz and Ali Hassam Asghar also 
spoke on the occasion. The Ambassador 
said that participation in “Aleeshan 
Pakistan” would provide Pakistani 
businessmen an opportunity to establish 
new contacts with their Iranian 
counterparts that are essential to boost 
two-way trade. He said that through 
exploiting the trade & investment 
opportunities, mutual trade volume 
could easily touch the new heights. 
Iranian president and Prime Minister of 
Pakistan had already agreed to boost 
trade to $ 5 billion. He said that there is a 
tremendous scope for strengthening the 
trade & economic ties as both countries 

are big markets with joint population of 
280 million people. He said that 
unavailability of banking channel is one 
of the biggest reasons of limited trade 
between the two countries.
He said that a lot of work on Pak-Iran Gas 
Pipeline project has already been done. 
After completion of this project enough 
gas would be available to cater Pakistani 
needs. While inviting the delegation of 
Pakistan businessmen to Iran, the 
Ambassador said that Pakistani Embassy 
in Iran would provide maximum support 
and facilities to the delegation members. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that mutual trade is at the lowest level of 
the decade. During the year 2015 
Pakistani imports and exporters from and 
to Iran were $ 261 million and $ 32 
million respectively. He said that these 
statistics does not match the existing 
potential therefore both countries should 
focus this particular issue. He said that 
mutual trade could easily increase to $ 1 
billion. He said that banking channels 
between Pakistan and Iran should be 
started immediately to overcome the 

smuggling issues faced by both the 
countries.
He said that China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) is a huge opportunity 
for the both countries. He said that 
Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan has 
already said that Iran wants to be part of 
this project. Former LCCI President Ijaz 
Butt urged the private sectors of the two 
countries to enhance cooperation in 
Defence sector through joint ventures. 
Former President Syed Mohsin Raza 
Bukhari said that those issues should be 
tackled on priority that are hampering the 
trade. He said that Pak-Iran Gas Pipeline 
Project should be completed at any cost 
as it would help Pakistan to get rid of the 
energy crisis. Former LCCI President 
Engineer Sohail Lashari said that 
balance of trade is not only low but is also 
heavily in the favour of Iran. There must 
be win-win situation for both the 
countries. He said that private sector 
should be given representation in the 
government delegations. He also called 
for the provision of basic facilities at the 
crossing points.

Pakistani Businessmen invited to
attend “Aleeshan Pakistan” from

March 4 to 7 in Tehran

LCCI President Abdul Basit presenting a Souvenir to Asif Khan Durrani Pakistan Ambassador in Iran.
Former LCCI Presidents Ijaz Butt, Mohsin Raza Bukhari, Sohail Lashari and Executive Committee Members

 Mian Muhammad Nawaz and Ali Hussam Asghar are also present.
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Nordic Pakistan Business Summit 
(NPBS) will be held soon in Finland. 
Pakistani business community must 
participate in this event as it would 
provide them a platform to establish new 
business contacts in Nordic region 
(Finland, Denmark, Norway Sweden 
etc). This was stated by Pakistani 
Honorary Consul General in Finland 
Wille Eerola while talking to the LCCI 
Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan here at the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry. The 
LCCI Executive Committee Members 
Adnan Khalid Butt, Tanvir Ahmed, Tahir 
Manzoor Chaudhry, Javed Iqbal 
Siddiqui, Awais Saeed Piracha and 
former Executive Committee Member 
Raja Adeel Ashfaq were also present on 
the occasion. Wille Eerola said that 
Finland and Pakistan have a huge scope 
to expand relations in various sectors of 
the economy therefore the private sector 
in Pakistan should enhance its 
interaction with Finnish counterparts. He 
said that the existing trade volume 
between Pakistan and Finland is enough 
to make the point that both sides have 
multifaceted and strong trade ties. He 

said a number of Finnish companies had 
already recognized Pakistan’s potential 
and are working here. Speaking on the 
occasion, LCCI Vice President 
Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan said 
that joint venture opportunities exist in 
the field of power generation and for 
development of biomass technology. He 
said Finnish equipment and technologies 
can help exploit Pakistan’s full potential 
in agriculture, horticulture, dairy and 
livestock sectors. The LCCI Vice 
President suggested that it is necessary 
that both countries have access to each 
other’s markets to further expand 
commercial and economic ties. This will 
definitely lead both sides to a more 
strengthened and stable economic 
partnership. He said that LCCI values to 
have greater interaction with Finnish 
counterparts in order to develop close 
linkages. The LCCI Vice President said 
that Pakistan can partner with Finnish 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  t h i n k  t a n k  f o r  
development of technological industry in 
Pakistan. The LCCI Vice President said 
that over 400 Finnish companies are 
currently operating in South Asian 
Region and had made substantial 

investment in the last ten years in this 
part of the world and business 
community here is of strong hope that 
more Finnish investors would divert 
their attention towards Pakistan in 
coming days.  Earlier, the LCCI 
Executive Committee Members Adnan 
Khalid Butt and former EC member Raja 
Adeel Ashfaq threw light on potential of 
the province of Punjab in particular. 
They said that Pakistan is a land of 
opportunities as it offers huge dividend 
on foreign investments. Major items of 
imports from Finland are electric 
appliances, tapes for sound records, parts 
for motor engines, enzymes, chemical 
wood pulp, newsprint, pressure reducing 
valves, electric transformers, paper & 
paperboard, polymers of ethylene, 
electric motors & generators etc. 
Pakistan’s top exports to Finland are 
articles of apparel & clothing, woven 
fabric (synthetic staple fiber), woven 
cotton fabric, bed, table, kitchen linens, 
articles & equipment of gymnastics, 
men’s suits & jackets, articles of cutlery, 
women suits & dresses, gloves, mittens, 
electro medical apparatus, track suits & 
t-shirts etc.

Nordic Pakistan Business Summit
to be held in Finland

LCCI Vice President M. Nasir Hammed Khan presenting a Souvenir to Honorary Council General Finland Mr. Wille 
Eerola. LCCI Executive Committee Members Adnan Khalid Butt, Tanvir Ahmed, Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry and 

former Executive Committee Member Raja Adeel Ashfaq are also present.
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Condolence Reference for 

Sheikh Saleem Ali at LCCI
Renowned businessman Sheikh Saleem 

Ali was a towering personality who has 

left a number of success stories behined. 

His services for the cause of business 

community and the humanity would be 

remembered for always. As president of 

the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry, he has achieved various 

milestones and hoisted the national flag 

at global level. These tributes were 

presented at a condolence reference here 

at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry held to acknowledge the 

services of its former president (late) 

Sheikh Saleem Ali.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, former 

LCCI President Tariq Hameed, Bashir A. 

Baksh, Muhammad Ali Mian, Mian 

Muzaffar Ali, Sohail Lashari, former 

Vice Presidents Aftab Ahmed Vohra, 

Nasir  Saeed (Late) ,  Execut ive  

Committee Members Mian Zahid 

Jawaid, Chaudhry Khadim Hussain, 

Mian Muhammad Nawaz, Shahid Nazir 

and other Executive Committee 

Members spoke on the occasion. The 

speakers recalled the services of Sheikh 

Saleem Ali and termed his death an 

irreparable loss.
LCCI President Abdul Basit spoke about 

Sheikh Saleem Ali’s contribution to the 

trade and industry and recalled that he 

always preferred work over his health 

and always given priority to his 

commitment.
He said that it was enormous support that 

helped lift the Lahore Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry to its zenith. “A 

true, intelligent, honest and frank person, 

Sheikh Saleem Ali was a shining 

example success stories”, Abdul Basit 

added.
Fateha was also offered for Sheikh 

Saleem Ali, and participants prayed to 

Almighty Allah to rest the departed soul 

in eternal peace and grant courage and 

fortitude to members of the bereaved 

family.

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry  welcomed the new Chief of 

Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa. 

In a statement issued here, the LCCI 

President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice 

President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice 

President Muhammad Nasir Hameed 

Khan hoped that new Chief would follow 

in the footsteps of the outgoing Chief 

Raheel Sharif and would utilize his best 

abilities to tackle the challenges ahead of 

him. They said that establishment of 

peace would be one of the biggest 

challenge to be faced by the new army 

chief. They said that peace is a must to 

promote trade, economic and investment 

activities in the country. The LCCI 

office-bearers also paid tribute to 

General (R) Raheel Sharif for his 

professionalism saying that he has not 

only boosted the morale of the army but 

also established the writ of law in the 

country. 

LCCI welcomes the new 
Chief of Army Staff 

General Qamar Javed Bajwa

LCCI President Abdul Basit, former Presidents Tariq Hameed
 and Muhammad Ali Mian in Condolence Reference for 

former LCCI President Sheikh Saleem Ali (Late) while 
Sheikh Taimour Ali nephew of Late Sheikh Saleem Ali is also sitting.



tyre business

22



Pakistan Standards & Quality Control

Authority( PSQCA) directed to stop

sealing factories
On demand of the Lahore Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry, Federal Minister 

for Science & Technology Rana Tanvir 

Hussain has stopped Pakistan Standards 

& Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) 

from sealing industrial units before 

serving three fortnightly notices. The 

LCCI President Abdul Basit had 

informed the Federal Minister for 

Science & Technology Rana Tanvir 

Hussain during his visit to the Lahore 

Chamber of Commerce of Commerce & 

Industry that sealing of industrial units is 

a burning issue and hurting the smooth 

running of business activities. Federal 

Minister took a prompt action on the 

LCCI President’s intimation and 

Ministry of Science & Technology 

issued a notification with the signs of the 

Federal Minister. According to the 

notification the PSQCA has been 

directed to serve three fortnightly notices 

to the relevant industry. After that in case 

of non-compliance, stern action like 

sealing the unit and other appropriate 

measures would be taken. The 

notification says that “We have 

discussed and decided that before taking 

extreme measures for implementation of 

quality standards, we should serve three 

notices to the relevant industry 

fortnightly. After that in case of non-

compliance, we must take stern action 

like sealing the unit and other 

appropriate measures. We should 

proceed accordingly” The LCCI 

President Abdul Basit welcomed the 

issuance of notification and said that 

timely measure of the Federal Minister 

for Science & Technology Rana Tanvir 

Hussain would go a long way and 

certainly reduce the miseries of the 

business community. He said that it 

would also help to build trust between the 

government and the private sector that is 

a need of the hour. He said that direct 

action of sealing the factories by the 

Pakistan Standards & Quality Control 

Authority (PSQCA) was harassing the 

industrialists but after issuance 

directions by the Federal Minister to 

PSQCA, situation would take a positive 

turn. “All government departments and 

trade & industry related ministries 

should follow suit and play a supportive 

role to energize the business community 

that is an engine of growth”, the LCCI 

President said. He said that business 

must be provided opportunities to 

supplement the government endeavors 

aimed at economic uplift of the country.

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry has urged the Punjab Food 

Authority to stop sudden raids on Ghee 

and Vanaspati Manufacturing Units and 

draw Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs) as businessmen are in deep 

trouble due to raids being conducted by 

the Authority. While talking to the 

delegation of Pakistan Vanaspati 

Manufacturers Association (PVMA), the 

LCCI President Abdul Basit said that 

businessmen have serious reservations 

about the sudden raids and misuse of 

discretionary powers by the Punjab Food 

Authority. The delegation members 

informed the LCCI President that Punjab 

Food Authority is not bothering to take 

businessmen into confidence. They said 

that presence of the representative of the 

concerned unit is a must while taking 

sample by the Authority but they are 

doing the other around. Even the 

businessmen have no knowledge about 

the laboratory where samples are being 

tested. The LCCI President Abdul Basit 

said that situation would be good once 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

are drawn by the Punjab Food Authority. 

He said that the LCCI was totally against 

corrupt elements in society and would 

continue to support every government 

action that was for the betterment of 

society at large, but would not favor the 

disturbance of smooth businesses.
He said that it is very unfortunate the 

authorities concerned had failed to 

evaluate the impact of raids on an 

industrial unit, “because it takes years to 

win reputation that goes into the drain in 

a matter of minutes”. He said that the 

raids would not only result in closure of 

b u s i n e s s e s  b u t  a l s o  d e n t  t h e  

government’s reputation, as hundreds of 

thousands of unskilled and skilled people 

would lose their jobs, who otherwise 

were earning their bread and butter 

respectfully.

LCCI urges the Punjab Food Authority

to stop raids on Ghee and

Vanaspati Manufacturing Units
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LCCI flays closure of Sust border
The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry has urged the government to 
open Sust border for business transport 
as trading goods including Kinnows and 
Potatoes etc. of millions of dollars are 
stuck due to closure of the border causing 
huge financial loss to the exporters. The 
LCCI President Abdul Basit said that 
country is already facing huge trade 
deficit while measures like closure of 
Sust Border are further aggravating the 
situation. He said that surprisingly, 
Border Management Committee has 
neither taken the stakeholders on board 
nor communicated them about the border 
closure. “Since 2012, China has emerged 
as Pakistan’s largest trading partner 
replacing United States therefore there is 
a dire need of smooth running of business 
activities between the two countries 
otherwise country would be facing huge 
loss”, the LCCI President said.
Abdul Basit said that transporters in 
Afghanistan have also announced 

countrywide strike which is starting from 
December 12, 2016. He said that transit 
trade through Iran to Central Asia is very 
limited due to higher transportation cost. 
He also said that this is high time to 
export Kinnow to Central Asian States 
which are major trade partners of 
Pakistan for said produce and stoppage 
of transit of Pakistani merchandise 
through Sust border and through 
Afghanistan would result in huge trade 
deficit that is already at the alarming 
level. He said that Pakistan trade deficit 
has increased to US $ 9.3 billion from 
July to October 2016. He said that trade 
deficit during the financial year 2016-17 
is expected to reach $ 28 billion while it 
is estimated that during the current 
financial year exports would also be 
declined to $ 19.5 billion that is not a 
good omen for the economy at all. The 
LCCI President said that the growing 
trade deficit, led by sharp slow down in 
exports growth, is posing a key challenge 

to the macroeconomic stability of the 
country besides converting it into a 
Consumer Society.
The LCCI President urged the 
government to open Sust border for 
movement of goods and transport 
without any exception which will not 
only guarantee uninterrupted trade to 
Central Asian States but also enhance 
private sector confidence in CPEC 
project. He also suggested that the 
concerned government quarters should 
join heads with the private sector for 
finding out a methodology for increasing 
the exports of the country that is a 
prerequisite to control trade deficit. 
Abdul Basit said that in the recent 
months, relations between Pakistan and 
Russia have warmed up and good 
relations should be translated into good 
trade, investment and economic ties 
between the two countries. 

Industry in Punjab is fast heading 
towards total closure only because of 
high cost of gas and electricity. 
“Government should implement same 
tariff of electricity and gas across the 
country as discrimination in utility prices 
is hitting the industry of Punjab hard.”
The demand was raised the LCCI 
Executive Committee meeting here at 
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. The LCCI President Abdul 
Basit presided over the meeting while 
Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan also spoke on the 
occasion. The LCCI President said that it 
is a matter of concern that there are 
different tariffs of electricity and gas for 
the industry in a same country. They said 
that how the industry of Punjab could 
compete in the international market 
when it has not a level playing field 
within the country. They said that 
government should take the decision at 
the earliest as electricity and gas are the 
basic raw material of the industry and 
difference in their prices between the 
provinces is adding to the miseries of 
industrial sector Punjab and its products 
are almost out of the race in the global 
market. They also urged the government 
to give due representation to the private 

sector in the Oil & Gas Regulatory 
Authority (OGRA) to make it an efficient 
department. They said at present, all 
decisions are being made without 
keeping in view the ground realities. 
They said that export-oriented industry 
of Punjab is in deep trouble because of 
high cost of doing business and is on the 
verge of collapse. They said that such 
anti-business acts would hamper the 
growth of manufacturing sector. They 
said that the government’s machinery 

always vow to take the private sector on 
board but they do not bother to consult 
LCCI or any other sector-specific 
association while making the decisions.
They said that at a time when all the 
governments in the world are facilitating 
their respective private sectors, the 
situation in Pakistan is the other way 
round and various government 
departments like Oil & Gas Regulatory 
Authority (OGRA) are tightening noose 
around the private sector.

Government urged to implement same tariff
of electricity and gas across the country

Gas Demand & Supply Projections
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ARGENTINA
Buenos Aires

07-10 March 2017

EXPOAGRO ARGENTINA 2017

IInternational Open Air Farming Show
with Machinery in Action

Email: igandara@expoagro.com.ar

AUSTRALIA
Sydney

24-26 March 2017
FRANCHISING & BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES EXPO
Sydney Franchising & Business Opportunities Expo.
Franchising & Business Opportunities Sydney is a
fantastic chance to talk face-to-face with leading
franchisors and successful franchisees across a

range of business opportunities.
Email: events@playbillvenues.com.au

ITALY
Piacenza

03-05 March 2017

SEMINAT 2017

National exhibition of seeds, agricultural
and ornamental plants, equipment

Email: info@piacenzaexpo.it

FINLAND
Helsinki

29-30 March 2017

Laboratory Products, Biotechnology, Chemical Industry

Email: info@finnexpo.fi

CHEMBIO FINLAND 2017

USA
Atlanta

05-09 March 2017

PITTCON
Technical Program and Exhibition for all Scientists

who utilize Analytical Instrumentation,
 Equipment and Techniques. Pittcon is the leading 
showcase for scientific and technical innovation 

with a singular focus on laboratory science.

Email: dgraveline@gwcc.com

UNITED KINGDOM
London

02-03 April 2017

Organic Products Exhibition. Natural & Organic 
Products Europe is the trade event for the natural & organic
 industry. Encompassing The Natural Food Show, Natural 

Beauty & Spa, Health & Nutrition & Natural Living.
 For supplying or sourcing natural product.

Email: info@excel.london

NATURAL & ORGANIC PRODUCTS EUROPE

GERMANY
Stuttgart 

02-05 March 2017

RETRO CLASSICS

International Exchange for Veteran Cars,
 Vintage Cars and Classic Cars, motorcycles, 

Spare Parts and Restauration.

Email: info@messe-stuttgart.de

TURKEY
Istanbul

08-10 March 2017

CPHI ISTANBUL

International Exhibition on Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients and Intermediates.

Email: pazarlama@ifm.com.tr

&



List Of Important Days

January:
January 1 - Global Family Day, Army Medical Corps Establishment Day
January 6 - World War Orphans Day
January 9 - NRI Day or Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas
January 10 - World Laughter Day
January 11 - Death anniversary of Lal Bahadur Shastri
January 12 - National Youth Day or Birthday of Swami Vivekananda
January 15 - National Army Day
January 23 - Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's Birth Anniversary
January 24 - National Girl Child Day of India
January 25 - National Tourism Day, National Voters Day
January 26 - Republic Day of India, International Customs duty day
January 27 - International Holocaust Remembrance Day
January 28 - Data Protection Day,Birth Anniversary of Lala Lajpat Rai
January 30 - National Martyr’s Day or Sarvodaya Day,World Leprosy 

Eradication Day

February:
February 2 - World Wetlands Day
February 4 - World Cancer Day, national Day of Srilanka, Facebook day
2nd Sunday of February - World Marriage Day
February 5 -   Kashmir Day
February 11 - World Day of the Sick
February 12 - Darwin Day
February 13 - World Radio Day, National womens day
February 14 - Valantine's Day
February 20 - World Day of Social Justice
February 21 - International Mother Language Day
February 22 - World Scout Day, World Thinking day
February 23 - World Peace and Understanding Day
February 24 - Central Excise Day
February 28 - National Science Day

March:
March 3 -  National Defence Day
March 4 - National Safety Day, World Day of the Fight Against Sexual 

Exploitation
March 8 - International Womens’ Day
March 13 - World Rotaract Day
March 14 - World Pie day
2nd Monday of March - Commonwealth Day
2nd Thursday of March - World Kidney Day
March 15 - World Consumer Rights Day, World Disabled Day, 
March 16 - National Vaccination Day
March 18 - National Ordinance Factories Day
March 20 - International Day of Happiness, World sparrow day
March 21 - World Forestry Day, International Day for the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination, World Poetry Day, World Down 
Syndrome day, World Puppetry day

3rd Friday of March - World Sleep Day
March 22 - World Water Day
March 23 - Pakistan Day (Youm-e-pakistan), World Meteorological Day
March 24 - World TB Day, International Day for Achievers
March 25 - International Day of Remembrance – Victims of Slavery and 

Transatlantic Slave Trade
March 27 - World Drama Day or World Theater Day

April:
April 1 - Orissa Day, April fool's day
April 2 - World Autism Awareness Day
April 5 - National Maritime Day
April 7 - World Health Day

April 12 - World Aviation & Cosmonauts Day
April 13 - Jallianwallah Bagh Massacre Day
April 14 - B.R.Ambedkar Remembrance Day
April 15 - World day of Silence, Day of Dialogue
April 17 - World Haemophilia Day
April 18 - World Heritage Day
April 21 - World Creativity and Innovation Day, National Secrataries day, 

National Civil Services Day
April 22 - World Earth Day
April 23 - World Book and Copyright Day, World English Language Day
April 25 - World Malaria Day, Italy Liberation Day
April 26 - World Intellectual Property Day
April 28 - International Worker’s Memorial Day, World day for Safety and 

Health at work
April 29 - World Dance Day

 (National & International)

June:
June 1 - Global Day of Parents
June 4 - World Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression
June 5 - World Environment Day
June 8 - World Brain Tumor Day, World Oceans Day
June 12 - World Day Against Child Labor
June 14 - World Blood Donor Day
June 15 - World elder abuse awareness day
3rd Sunday of June - World Father’s Day
June 16 - International Integration Day
June 18 - International Picnic Day
June 20 - World Refugee Day
June 21 - World Music Day
June 23 - International Olympic Day, United Nations Public Service Day, 

International Widows Day
June 26 - International Day against Drug abuse and Illicit Trafficking, 

International Day in support of Victims of torture

July:
July 1 - International Joke Day, world Doctor's Day
July 2 - World Sports Journalists Day, World UFO day
1st Saturday of July - International Day of Cooperatives
July 04 - America Indipendence Day
July 06 - World Zoonoses Day
JUly 07 - World Chocolate Day
July 11 - World Population Day
July 12 - International Malala Day
July 18 - International Nelson Mandela Day
July 28 - World Nature Conservation Day, World Hepatitis Day
July 29 - International Tiger Day

August:
First Sunday in August - International Friendship Day
August 6 - Hiroshima Day, Anti Nuclear Day
August 8 - World Senior Citizen Day
August 9 - Nagasaki Day, International Day of the World’s Indigenous 

People
August 12 - International Youth Day
August 13 - International Left Handers Day
August 14 - Pakistan’s Indipendence Day
August 15 - International Mourning Day
August 19 - World Humanitarian Day, World Photography Day
August 20 - World Mosquito Day
August 21 - National Senior Citizen Day
August 23 - International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and 

Its Abolition
August 29 - National Sports Day or Dhyanchand's Birthday
August 30 - International day of the victims of enforced Disappearances

May:
May 01 - World Labour Day or May Day or Workers Day
May 03 - Press Freedom Day(Intl.), International Sun Day, World Asthma 

Day, International Energy Day
May 04 - Coal Miners Day(Intl.), International Firefighters’ Day
1st Sunday of May - World Laughter Day
May 05 - World Athletics Day, World Midwives Day
May 06 - World No Diet Day
May 08 - World Red Cross Day or Red Crescent Day, Remembrance and 

Reconciliation for Lost Lives of Second World War
May 09 - World Thalassaemia Day
2nd sunday of May - World Mother Day
May 10 - International Migratory Bird Day
May 11 - National technology day
May 12 - International Nurses Day
May 13 - International Criminal Court Day
May 15 - International Day of the Families
May 17 - World Tele-communication and Information Society Day, Wold 

AIDS Vaccination day,World Hypertension Day, International 
day against Homophobia and Transphobia

May 18 - World Museum Day
May 21 - National Anti Terrorism Day, National Day for Cultural 

Development
May 22 - International Day for Biological Diversity
May 25 - World Missing Childrens day
May 31 - World Anti Tobacco Day
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MBA
(Banking and Finance)

Allama Iqbal Open University

Shehzada Malik
Muhammad Muddassar

Lahore, Pakistan

Cell: + 92-321 4757762

Email:
mudasaralialvi@hotmail.com

LOOKING FOR JOB

November:
November 1 -World Vegan Day
November 6 -International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the 

Environment in War and Armed Conflict
November 7 -Infant Protection Day, World Cancer Awareness Day
November 8 -World Radiology Day
November 9 -World Legal Service Day
November 10-World Science day for Peace and Development, Public 

Transport Day
November 11-National Education Day
November 12 - World Pneumonia Day, Public Service Broadcasting Day
November 13 - World Kindness Day
November 14 - Children’s Day(India), World Diabetes Day
November 16 - International Day for Endurance or Tolerance
November 17 - International Students Day,  National eplilepsy day
November 19 - World Toilet Day, International Men’s Day, National 

   Integration Day
November 20 - Universal Children’s Day
November 21 - World Fisheries Day, World Hello Day, World Television Day
November 25 - International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 

   Women, World Non-Veg day
November 26 - National Law Day or National constitution Day
November 30 - National Flag Day

September 2 - World Coconut Day
September 5 - National Teacher’s Day
September 7 - World Forgiveness Day
September 8 - World Literacy Day
September 10 - World Anti-Suicide Day
September 14 - World First Aid Day
September 15 - International Day of Democracy
September 16 -  World Ozone Day
September 20 - RPF Foundation day
September 21 - World Peace Day or International day for Peace and 

Non-violence (UN), World Alzheimer’s Day
September 22 - World Cancer Free Day or Rose Day
September 23 - International Day of the Deaf
September 26 - World Contraception Day, european day of 

languages

October:
1st Monday of October - World Habitat Day
October 1 - World Vegetarian Day, International Day of the older/Elderly
October 2 - International Day of Non-Violence
October 3 - World Nature Day
October 4 - World Animal Day
October 5 - World Teacher’s Day
October 6 - World Wildlife Day
October 9 - World Postal or Post-office Day
October 10 - World Mental Health Day, National Post-office Day
October 11 - International Day of the Girl Child
2nd Thursday of October - World Sight Day
October 12 - World Arthritis Day
October 13 - International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction
October 14 - World Standards Day
October 15 - Global Hand Washing Day
October 16 - World Food Day
October 17 - International Poverty Day for it's Eradication
October 20 - World Osteoporosis Day,World Statistics Day, National 

Solidarity day
October 24 - UN Day, World Development Information Day, World Polio 

Day
October 27 - World day for Audio Visual Heritage
October 28 - International Animation Day

December:
December 1 - World AIDS Day
December 2 - World Computer Literacy Day, International Day for the 

Abolition of Slavery
December 3 - International Day of People with Disability
December 5 - International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social 

Development
December 7 - International Civil Aviation Day, Indian Armed Force Flag Day
December 9 - The International Anti-Corruption Day
December 10 - World Human Rights Day,International Children's Day of 

Broadcasting
December 11 - International Mountain Day, UNICEF Day
December 16 - APS (Army Public School Attack) Black Day
December 18 - International Migrants Day, National Minority Rights Day
December 19 - Goa’s Libration Day
December 20 - International Human Solidarity Day
December 23 - National Farmer’s Day
December 25 - Quaid e Azam Birthday, Christmas Day

September:

A professional corporate consultant having more than 27 year of 
experience pertaining to industrial and corporate innovation, 
strategy of entire management & organizational value chain design 
and execution management Have a good flair from new ventures and 
product lines & services through crating strategy for different 
intent’s attainment for sustained upward success curve.

Interested firms may contact:
Farooq Omar (092) 334 – 9932571

www.svnconsultants.com
https://pk.linkedin.com/in/farooqomarr

27

MBA
(Banking and Finance)

Allama Iqbal Open University

Shehzada Malik
Muhammad Muddassar

Lahore, Pakistan

Cell: + 92-321 4757762

Email:
mudasaralialvi@hotmail.com



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

11

12

13

14



38



39




