
1

March 2017 
Issue No. 03

June, July 2017
Issue No. 06 & 07



2



3



4



5



6

CONTENTS
Lahore Chamber News
June, July 2017
Issue No. 6 & 7

10Collector Customs urged to facilitate
business community9Government wants to give incentives to the 

export-oriented industry: Federal 
Commerce Secretary

8Consultative Session on SEZs under CPEC

Country Profile Australia 12LCCI President meets Pakistan 
High Commissioner in Australia 11

Meeting of stakeholders at LCCI 
Businessmen warn of protests in 
front of FBR offices 18

Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner 
of Australia John Madew visits LCCI 15

Foreign investors urged to take benefit of 
Pakistan’s flourishing economy 17

LCCI for Establishment of Display Centers at 
Pakistani Missions Abroad 7

LCCI worried over Trade Deficit 17

LCCI Pictorial 19

LCCI congratulates new FBR Boss 23

Traffic police to establish a permanent
driving license issuance center 16

Wilshire Group – UMT sign MOU 23
LCCI expresses deep grief sorrow over sad 
incident of Bahawalpur 24



7BE PAKISTANI  -  BUY PAKISTANI

LCCI for Establishment of
Display Centers at Pakistani

Missions Abroad
The Lahore Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry 
has urged the Paki-
stan’s foreign missions 
across the world to 
establish display 
centers for Pakistani 

products.
“Display centers for Pakistani merchandise, 
would highlight the industrial strength of the 
country around the globe said the LCCI President 
Abdul Basit.
Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan 
said that extraordinary moves needed to be taken 
as Pakistan’s exports were low despite the fact 
that country has all resources to become “Export 
Power House”.
“Establishment of display centers by the Paki-
stani missions abroad would help introduce Paki-
stani products to the international buyers”.
The days are gone when foreign missions were 
working for just diplomatic relations. The for-
eign missions of the developed countries are 
playing the role of “Economic Ambassadors” for 
their respective countries.
They also remarked that Pakistan’s diplomat-
ic relations with the world would automatically 
strengthen with a strengthening of trade and eco-
nomic relations.
The LCCI office-bearers said that they would 
have to shift focus from the developed countries 
to the emerging markets where scope for Paki-
stani products is much higher.
They added that growth in the most developed 
countries is slowing down while developing 
economies are expected to grow 

around 8pc annually. It means that there would be 
more opportunities in developing countries than 
the developed world and their emerging market 
performance would be great.
They cited the example of Japanese companies 
where sales growth is driving largely from a prog-
ress in emerging markets. They said that we have 
to target middle and low-class of the developing 
countries that could give a massive boost to the 
Pakistani products.
They said that government would have to address 
those issues that are hampering the growth of Pa-
kistani exports. They said that one of the biggest 
challenges is that we have underestimated the 
speed at which emerging economies are chang-
ing. They said that not only developed but most of 
the developing countries respond quickly to these 
changes and got huge benefits.
The LCCI office-bearers said that government 
should support the export-oriented industry and 
take relief measures that would make it possible 
for this sector to flourish.
They said that relief package for all export-orient-
ed sectors would help triple the national exports 
in a shortest possible time. They said that food 
sector of Pakistan has the ability to generate huge 
foreign exchange for the country, therefore, this 
sector should also be declared zero-rated.
Abdul Basit and Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan 
urged the Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to direct 
the concerned departments to take action in this 
regard and also direct to the Pakistani missions 
abroad to establish display centers for Pakistani 
products and cultural centers to drag economic 
benefits.

LCCI President Abdul Basit
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Consultative Session on SEZs under CPEC

A Consultative Session on “Special 
Economic Zones under CPEC” was held 
here at the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry. The consultative Ses-
sion was jointly organized by the LCCI 
and Board of Investment (BOI). Federal 
Secretary, Ministry of Planning, De-
velopment & Reforms Shoaib Ahmad 
Siddiqui, the LCCI President Abdul 
Basit, Vice President Muhmmad Nasir 
Hameed Khan, Project Director CPEC, 
Planning Commission Hassan Daud 
Butt, Fareena Mazhar, Zuhfran Qasim, 
Ali Abbas, Amer Saleemi, Shahid Has-
san Sheikh, Almas Hyder, Moazzam Ra-
sheed and Muhammad Nawaz spoke on 
the occasion. 
The experts said that China-Pak Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) is an economic 
revolution and China’s One Belt One 
Road (OBOR) initiative covers coun-
tries and regions with a population of 
over 4 billion. 
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui said that China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is 
a mega game changing project of the 
government and most importantly peo-
ple from all walks of life are on the same 
page as far as this project is concerned. 

He said that dream has come true and 
a number of projects under CPEC have 
been operational. He said that in order 
to ensure timely completion of CPEC 
projects, the federal government is 
working together with all stakeholders. 
“It is good to note that federal as well 
as provincial governments are working 
on CPEC projects together. He said new 
technologies are being introduced in 
infrastructure, transportation and engi-
neering sectors due to CPEC projects.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
are important part of the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor that would ensure 
establishment of industrial clusters and 
would also help transferring knowledge 
and technology. He said that govern-
ment would have to develop better pol-
icy for Special Economic Zones to in-
crease growth rate and to attract Foreign 
Investors towards Pakistan. The LCCI 
President emphasized the need of One 
Window Operation for Special Econom-
ic Zones under China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor. 
The Experts said that CPEC is a 3,218 
kilometer long route, to be built over 

next several years, consisting of high-
ways, railways and pipelines. The actual 
estimated cost of the project is expect-
ed to be US$75 billion, out of which 
US$45 billion plus will ensure that the 
corridor becomes operational by 2020. 
The remaining investment will be spent 
on energy generation and infrastructure 
development. It’s a beginning of a jour-
ney which hopes to transform the econ-
omy and help bridge Pakistan’s power 
shortfall.
They said that China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor has drawn the attention of 
whole world and provided Pakistan a 
unique opportunity to become a global 
economic leader. They said that although 
governments of Pakistan and China are 
closely collaborating in this project, at 
the same time, the private sectors of 
Pakistan and China are going to have a 
bigger role to play in this mega project. 
They said that the CPEC is an overall 
cooperation platform with a focus on the 
long-term development of bilateral co-
operation in various fields.

LCCI President Abdul Basit & Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in a meeting with Federal Secretary, Ministry of 

Planning, Development & Reforms Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui at LCCI.
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Federal Commerce Secretary Muham-
mad Younus Dagha has said that though 
there is a challenging situation in exports 
but government is committed to provide 
relief to the export-oriented industry to 
detain the declining trend. 
He was speaking at the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry. The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice Pres-
ident Amjad Ai Jawa and Vice President 
Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan spoke 
on the occasion while former Presidents 
Mian Muzaffar Ali, Engineer Sohail 
Lashari, former Vice President Aftab 
Ahmad Vohra, Awais Saeed Piracha, 
Syed Mukhtar Ali and Tariq Mahmood 
were also present on the occasion. 
Secretary Commerce pledged to pro-
mote consultation with the private sector 
to make policies more effective saying 
that policies formed in isolation cannot 
give desired results. He said that gov-
ernment wants to give same incentives 
to the export-oriented industry as being 
given by the competitors. He said that all 
indicators are good apart from exports. 
He said that foreign exchange reserves 
are at record level, markup and inflation 
are at the lowest while there is zero load 
shedding for the industry. 

He said that Strategic Policy Framework 
2015-18 is being improved as it has 
not given the expected results. He said 
that lack of research and development 
in agriculture sector is a major bottle-
neck to growth. Private sector should 
joint hands with the government in this 
regard. He said that joint ventures and 
collaborations in food sector can help 
exploit its huge potential. He said that 
duties and taxes have been reduced on 
raw materials being used in export-ori-
ented industries and more relief would 
be given in the coming federal budget. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit called 
to manage factors that are hindering the 
economic growth of the country. He said 
that Pakistan’s exports fallen to $ 21.9 
in 2016 from $ 24.1 billion in 2015. He 
said that 5% decline has been registered 
in the exports of manufacturing sector 
including carpet, sports goods and sur-
gical instruments. It is a matter of con-
cern that exports with 89 countries have 
shown the trend of negative growth be-
cause these countries have started im-
ports from other countries. He said that 
cost of doing business and energy cost is 
higher as compared to the other regional 
countries. He said that all these factors 

are slowing down economic growth of 
Pakistan against other countries. 
Abdul Basit called for value addition 
and promotion of light engineering to 
get greatest advantage from the global 
market. He said that government should 
establish industrial and technological 
parks. He said that all export-oriented 
sectors should be given duty drawback 
as being given in India. He said that du-
ties and taxes on the inputs of exports 
must be at the lowest while food sector 
should be given zero rated facility. He 
also called for market and product diver-
sification. 
The LCCI President said that Pakistan 
cannot reap the benefit of GSP Plus Sta-
tus. He said that pharmaceutical sector is 
also facing huge troubles in connection 
with the bulk export. 
He also drew the attention of Feder-
al Secretary Commerce towards Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) and Prefer-
ential Trade Agreements (PTAs) saying 
that partner countries are getting more 
benefits than Pakistan. He said that pri-
vate sector must be taken on board be-
fore signing FTAs and PTAs. 

Government wants to give incentives to the 
export-oriented industry:

Federal Commerce Secretary

LCCI President Abdul Basit speaking at a meeting with Federal Commerce Secretary Muhammad Younus Dagha,  
Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan are also present.
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Chief Collector Customs Zeba Hayee Azhar 
has said that formation of a separate 
joint advisory committee of customs, 
having representatives of collectorate 
and Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, is under consideration.
She was speaking at the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry. The LCCI 
President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice Pres-
ident Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice Presi-
dent Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan 
also spoke on the occasion. Malik Tahir 
Javed, Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, Aftab Ahmed 
Vohra, Shafqat Saeed Piracha, Ka-
shif Anwar, Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry, 
Moazzam Rasheed, Ch. Muhammad 
Nawaz, Talha Tayyab Butt, Mian Ab-
dul Razzaq, Zahid Maqsood Butt, Syed 
Mukhtar Ali, Ch. Muhammad Arshad 
and other members were also present on 
the occasion. 
Chief Collector Customs said that pri-
mary objective of the Collectorate is 
to facilitate the business community as 
it would not only thrive the economic 
activities but would also help gener-
ate more revenue. She said that con-
signments cleared from ports are not 
rechecked commonly but those goods 
must be checked that are not coming 
from ports as collectorate has no in-
formation about them. She said that 
checking of documents is their task but 

nobody is allowed to harass the business 
community. She said that in case of such 
issue businessmen can approach to the 
collectorate. 
She said that there is a dedicated reforms 
team for WeBoc system that monitors 
the issues. She said that team would be 
sent in case of any specific issue regard-
ing WeBoc system. She said that sug-
gestion would be forwarded to FBR to 
depute all branches of National Bank for 
collection of customs duty. She said that 
scanner is already installed at Mughal-
pura Dry Port and staff tries to clear con-
signment within 24 hours but business 
community should give 24 to 48 hours 
for clearance of their goods. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that business community should be pro-
vided business friendly atmosphere as 
they are doing business in difficult con-
ditions. Custom Department should join 
hands with business community to grow 
trade and economic activities. 
He said that undue delay in release of 
the consignments cause huge financial 
loss to the importers as they have to 
bear demurrage and other expenses. He 
said that scanners should be installed at 
all ports to avert undue delay. He said 
that at present custom duty can be paid 
at few branches of National Bank that 
causes multiple problems. He said that 

all branches of NBP should be allowed 
to collect customs duty. The LCCI Presi-
dent said that though WeBoc system is a 
good step but still a lot of improvement 
is required. He said that there are limited 
options to correct errors once informa-
tion is entered. He said that DG Valu-
ation should hold meetings in Lahore 
also to listen the point of view of local 
business community regarding customs 
valuation. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Am-
jad Ali Jawa and Vice President Mu-
hammad Nasir Hameed Khan said that 
business community is facing issues in 
connection with Form-I. They said that 
banks are not issuing Form-I for Iran 
due to lack of banking system between 
the two countries. They said that post 
audit recovery notices are being served 
to the importers. They said that when 
goods came into the country after ap-
praisement that issuance of such notices 
is unjustified. 
They said that FBR should bring down 
duties and taxes on smuggling-prone 
items to get rid of the menace of smug-
gling. They also called for seminars, 
training programs and workshops to 
give awareness to the business commu-
nity regarding customs rules and regu-
lations.

Collector Customs urged to facilitate
business community

LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan Presenting 
LCCI Souviner to Chief Collector Customs Zeba Hayee Azhar. LCCI Former Senior Vice President Irfan Iqbal 
Sheikh,LCCI Former Vice Presidents Aftab Ahmad Vohra, Shafqat Saeed Piracha, LCCI Executive Committee

Members Ch Tahir Manzoor and Moazzam Rasheed are also present.
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President of the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 

Abdul Basit and Pakistan High Com-
missioner in Australia Naela Chauhan in 
a meeting at Canberra agreed to further 
cement trade and economic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Australia. There was 
also a consensus to adopt new methodol-
ogy to expedite the volume of two-way 
trade.
The High Commissioner Naela Chauhan 
said that Pakistani Consulate in Australia 
would share available business opportu-
nities and would pave way for joint ven-
tures between the private sectors of the 
two countries. She said that private sector 
would have to play an important role to 
enhance existing trade volume that does 
not match the potential of the two coun-
tries. She appreciated the LCCI efforts to 
promote external trade of Pakistan and 
promised to extend beset cooperation to 
promote bilateral trade.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said that 
Pakistani Missions abroad should estab-

lish display centers for Pakistani products and cultural centers to promote Pakistani 
culture. These measures would help Pakistani products to get due share in the global 
market and would also attract foreigners towards Pakistan.  
Abdul Basit said that the size of global market for Halal products is estimated dollar 3 
trillion. Pakistan is a natural base for Halal products. If we could acquire 10% share in 
its trade then we can easily enhance our exports by more than two times. He said that 
Australia and Pakistan have been steady trading partners. With regard to major export-
ing countries of Pakistan, Australia takes 26th position. Similarly, Australia comes at 
16th rank among the top importing countries to Pakistan. 
“We are concerned about the comparatively low level of exports to Australia which 
results in unfavourable trade balance”, the LCCI President added and said that the cur-
rent level of exports to Australia does not match the actual export potential of Pakistan. 
He said that our Embassies or High Commissions along with their subsidiary consulate 
offices have certain role to play to facilitate the business community of Pakistan who 
are very eager to develop trade relations with their counterparts in major economies. 
He said that any trade related information sharing with the chambers of commerce in 
Pakistan by the respective commercial sections of our embassies/high commissions 
can provide a lead to grab the possible business opportunities. 
The LCCI President said that the commercial sections of other countries regularly 
share market surveys and commercial intelligence reports with their business com-
munities which become basis to evaluate the chances of greater trade links. Pakistan 
Business Community will certainly welcome to have the same response from our own 
commercial sections on regular basis. He said that trade diplomacy is another im-
portant tool that greatly helps in paving ways between two countries to increase the 
bilateral trade relations. 

LCCI President meets Pakistan 
High Commissioner in Australia

LCCI President Abdul Basit presenting LCCI delegation visit report to 
Pakistan High Commissioner in Australia H.E. Naela Chauhan.
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Country
 Profile

Australia
Oceania, continent between the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific Ocean

7,741,220 sq km

Canberra

22,992,654 (July 2016 est.)

English 76.8%, Mandarin 1.6%, Italian 1.4%, Arabic 1.3%, Greek 1.2%, Cantonese 

1.2%, Vietnamese 1.1%, other 10.4%, unspecified 5% 

English 25.9%, Australian 25.4%, Irish 7.5%, Scottish 6.4%, Italian 3.3%, German 

3.2%, Chinese 3.1%, Indian 1.4%, Greek 1.4%, Dutch 1.2%, other 15.8% (includes 

Australian aboriginal .5%), unspecified 5.4%

Bauxite, coal, iron ore, copper, tin, gold, silver, uranium, nickel, tungsten, rare earth 

elements, mineral sands, lead, zinc, diamonds, natural gas, petroleum

$1.257 trillion (2015 est.)

2.9% (2016 est.)

 $48,800 (2016 est.)

Agriculture: 3.6%

Industry: 28.2%

Services: 68.2% (2016 est.)

1.4% (2016 est.)

$54.3 billion (31 December 2016 est.)

46.1% of GDP (2016 est.)

33.5% of GDP (2016 est.)

Wheat, barley, sugarcane, fruits; cattle, sheep, poultry

Mining, industrial and transportation equipment, food processing,

chemicals, steel

$184.3 billion (2016 est.)

Coal, iron ore, gold, meat, wool, alumina, wheat, machinery and transport 

equipment

China 32.2%, Japan 15.9%, South Korea 7.1%, US 5.4%, India 4.2% 

(2015)

$203.1 billion (2016 est.)

Machinery and transport equipment, computers and office machines, tele-

communication equipment and parts; crude oil and petroleum products

China 23%, US 11.2%, Japan 7.4%, South Korea 5.5%, Thailand 5.1%, 

Germany 4.6% (2015)

Location:

Area: 

Capital:

Population:

Languages:

Ethnic groups:

Natural resources: 

GDP (Official exchange rate):

GDP - Real growth rate:

GDP - Per capita (PPP):

GDP - Composition, by sector of origin:

Inflation rate (consumer prices):

Reserves of foreign exchange and gold:

Public debt:

Taxes and other revenues:

Agriculture - products:

Industries:

Exports: 

Exports - commodities:

Exports - partners:

Imports:

Imports - commodities:

Imports - partners: 

Economy:

Trade:
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Product 
code Product label 

 Pakistan's exports to Australia  
(US$ Thousand) 

 Value in 
2013  

 Value in 
2014  

 Value in 
2015  

'TOTAL All products 
     

261,579.00  
     

167,217.00  
     

175,672.00  

'63 
Other made-up textile articles; sets; worn 
clothing and worn textile articles; rags 

     
161,415.00  

        
59,015.00  

        
63,573.00  

'10 Cereals 
        

17,431.00  
        

22,914.00  
        

17,256.00  

'27 

Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of 
their distillation; bituminous substances; 
mineral ... 

                            
-    

                            
-    

        
13,498.00  

'61 
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, 
knitted or crocheted 

        
10,703.00  

        
14,125.00  

        
13,224.00  

'62 
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, 
not knitted or crocheted 

        
12,927.00  

        
10,621.00  

        
10,885.00  

'42 

Articles of leather; saddlery and harness; travel 
goods, handbags and similar containers; 
articles  

        
12,176.00  

        
11,298.00  

        
10,863.00  

'52 Cotton 
        

11,690.00  
           

8,687.00  
           

9,040.00  

'90 

Optical, photographic, cinematographic, 
measuring, checking, precision, medical or 
surgical ... 

           
6,018.00  

           
7,485.00  

           
7,041.00  

'95 
Toys, games and sports requisites; parts and 
accessories thereof 

           
4,750.00  

           
4,859.00  

           
4,504.00  

'94 

Furniture; bedding, mattresses, mattress 
supports, cushions and similar stuffed 
furnishings;  

           
2,211.00  

           
2,631.00  

           
3,288.00  

'17 Sugars and sugar confectionery 
           

2,419.00  
           

2,552.00  
           

2,867.00  

'64 
Footwear, gaiters and the like; parts of such 
articles 

           
1,937.00  

           
2,853.00  

           
2,516.00  

'09 Coffee, tea, maté and spices 
           

1,837.00  
           

1,875.00  
           

2,156.00  

'73 Articles of iron or steel 
                  

94.00  
           

1,558.00  
           

2,128.00  

'57 Carpets and other textile floor coverings 
           

2,017.00  
           

2,063.00  
           

1,752.00  

'82 
Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, 
of base metal; parts thereof of base metal 

           
1,424.00  

           
1,585.00  

           
1,589.00  

'19 
Preparations of cereals, flour, starch or milk; 
pastrycooks' products 

           
1,169.00  

           
1,288.00  

           
1,108.00  

'25 
Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; plastering 
materials, lime and cement 

               
546.00  

               
598.00  

               
927.00  

'20 
Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other 
parts of plants 

               
990.00  

               
829.00  

               
814.00  

'08 
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or 
melons 

               
694.00  

           
1,059.00  

               
800.00  

'96 Miscellaneous manufactured articles 
               

586.00  
               

742.00  
               

726.00  

Trade Relations with Pakistan
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Product 
code Product label 

 Pakistan's imports from Australia  
(US$ Thousand) 

 Value in 
2013  

 Value in 
2014  

 Value in 
2015  

'TOTAL All products 
     

456,800.00  
     

336,502.00  
     

537,587.00  

'31 Fertilisers 
        

31,645.00  
        

19,666.00  
        

94,158.00  

'07 
Edible vegetables and certain roots and 
tubers 

        
35,732.00  

        
52,661.00  

        
93,435.00  

'27 

Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of 
their distillation; bituminous substances; 
mineral ... 

        
19,634.00  

        
38,442.00  

        
74,749.00  

'12 

Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous 
grains, seeds and fruit; industrial or medicinal 
... 

     
206,963.00  

     
107,392.00  

        
68,888.00  

'72 Iron and steel 
        

14,987.00  
        

27,625.00  
        

68,796.00  

'96 Miscellaneous manufactured articles 
               

171.00  
               

428.00  
        

27,186.00  

'48 
Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, 
of paper or of paperboard 

        
12,585.00  

        
15,411.00  

        
13,125.00  

'15 

Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their 
cleavage products; prepared edible fats; 
animal ... 

        
16,271.00  

           
8,675.00  

        
12,198.00  

'84 
Machinery, mechanical appliances, nuclear 
reactors, boilers; parts thereof 

           
7,675.00  

           
5,922.00  

        
12,167.00  

'78 Lead and articles thereof 
           

8,039.00  
           

5,720.00  
        

11,327.00  

'01 Live animals 
        

19,447.00  
           

3,643.00  
           

5,804.00  

'32 

Tanning or dyeing extracts; tannins and their 
derivatives; dyes, pigments and other 
colouring ... 

           
7,698.00  

           
4,153.00  

           
5,559.00  

'04 

Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey; 
edible products of animal origin, not 
elsewhere ... 

               
450.00  

           
2,823.00  

           
5,360.00  

'63 
Other made-up textile articles; sets; worn 
clothing and worn textile articles; rags 

           
3,809.00  

           
3,322.00  

           
4,821.00  

'90 

Optical, photographic, cinematographic, 
measuring, checking, precision, medical or 
surgical ... 

           
1,479.00  

           
1,038.00  

           
4,017.00  

'79 Zinc and articles thereof 
           

1,178.00  
           

1,988.00  
           

3,979.00  

'30 Pharmaceutical products 
           

4,234.00  
           

3,352.00  
           

3,832.00  

'08 
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or 
melons 

               
850.00  

               
140.00  

           
3,370.00  

'41 
Raw hides and skins (other than furskins) and 
leather 

           
1,215.00  

           
3,946.00  

           
3,214.00  

'38 Miscellaneous chemical products 
           

1,003.00  
           

1,711.00  
           

2,651.00  

'76 Aluminum and articles thereof 
        

11,046.00  
               

919.00  
           

2,556.00  
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Senior Trade and Investment Commis-
sioner of Australian Trade & Investment 
Commission John Madew called on the 
LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa 
and Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan and had a detailed dis-
cussion on trade and economic issues. 
Regional Business Development Man-
ager of Australian Trade & Investment 
Commission Imran Saeed Khan was 
also present on the occasion. 
John Madew said that private sectors of 
the two countries should develop sus-
tainable partnership and find out tangi-
ble ways to avail full advantage of the 
trade and investment potential exists 
in Australia and Pakistan. He said that 
Australia has made a considerable de-
velopment in dairy and livestock sec-
tors and its experience in these areas 
can be useful for Pakistan. He said that 
Australian Universities are focusing on 
Research & Development that is a key 
to give boost to the trade and economy. 
He informed the house that Australian 
IT companies are finding new partners 
therefore Pakistani IT companies should 
avail this opportunity. 
The LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali 
Jawa said that Pakistan and Australia 

have enjoyed good diplomatic relations and at present, both countries are engaged 
in cooperating with each other in many fields. He informed the participants that last 
year,  two delegations – one from Sydney and other from Canberra – visited LCCI. 
He appreciated Australian High Commissioner for fully cooperating with the LCCI 
that went to Sydney in February 2017 to attend Halal Expo 2017. Our members had 
successful meetings in Australia. 
He said that the balance of trade has been in favour of Australia but it is a matter of 
concern for us that the gap between imports and exports is expanding year by year. 
From 2014 to 2015, the two way trade surged from dollar 504 million to dollar 714 
million. This increase took place due to abrupt rise in imports from Australia to Paki-
stan which went up from dollar 337 million to dollar 538 million during that period. 
Pakistan exports showed some improvement but its magnitude was not sufficient 
enough. The volume of exports to Australia inched up from dollar 167 million to 
dollar 176 million.
Amjad Ali Jawa said that Australia has a well-developed dairy and livestock sectors 
and Pakistani counterparts can avail benefit from Australia for enhancements in milk 
and meat production. Livestock sector of Pakistan accounts for more than 10% of 
GDP. Pakistan lags behind in technological innovation in agriculture and livestock. 
Australia should share its advanced agro-technology and expertise with Pakistan. 
The LCCI Acting President said it is really appreciative that Australian government 
is extending liberal scholarships to the Pakistani students and at the moment more 
than 15000 students are studying in various universities of Australia. LCCI is of the 
view that these scholarships should be increased to offer more opportunities to the 
Pakistani students
The LCCI Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan said that Pakistan is 
emerging globally in IT sector with young and talented pool of IT professionals 
and this area has great potential for mutual cooperation between the two countries. 
Likewise, Australia can supply LNG to Pakistan to overcome its energy issues. He 
said that knowledge and experience sharing with Pakistani businessmen would help 
improving the present scenario between two countries. 

Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner 
of Australia John Madew visits LCCI

LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan presenting LCCI Souviner to 
Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner of Australian Trade & Investment Commission John Madew.
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Chief Traffic Officer Rai Ejaz 
Ahmed has said that a high-lev-

el traffic management committee, in 
collaboration with the Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry, is being 
formed to take care of Lahore traffic 
on an occassion at LCCI.  
The LCCI President Abdul Basit and 
Vice President Muhammad Nasir Ha-
meed Khan also spoke on the occasion 
while Khamis Saeed Butt, Tahir Man-
zoor Chaudhry, Mian Zahid Javed, 
Shahid Nazir, Mian Abdul Razzaq, 
Javed Siddiqui, Ashraf Bhatti, Shahid 
Iqbal Butt and others were present in 
the meeting. 
CTO said that proposed committee 
would have in its fold representatives 
both from LCCI and Traffic Police hi-
erarchy. 
Road blockade is not right of anyone. 
People involved in violation of law 
against road blockade would be dealt 
strictly. He said that traffic police 

staff has been directed to deal citizens 
with respect and a training plan has 
also been evolved in this regard. 
He said that traffic police department 
is ready to establish a permanent 
driving license issuance center at the 
Lahore Chamber for its members. He 
said that department considers busi-
ness community an important stake-
holder and wants to collaborate. He 
said that number of license issuance 
centers would extended to over 30 
from existing 11. He said that differ-
ence in school and colleges timing is 
a must to bring down the traffic pres-
sure at peak times. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that though traffic department has tak-
en various initiatives to overcome the 
traffic chaos but still a lot of work has 
to do. He said that traffic is disturbed 
in different parts of the city because 
of development work of Orange Train 
project. He said that this issue could 

be tackled through deployment ad-
ditional traffic wardens while traffic 
could also be diverted to the alterna-
tive routes.  
He said that Electronic Traffic Vio-
lation system is a good development. 
He suggested that traffic signal should 
also be appeared in the picture along 
with the vehicle to ensure transpar-
ency. He said that designs of U turns 
should be changed with the help of 
Road Planning Agency to get rid of 
the accidents. 
Abdul Basit particularly highlighted 
the issue of Cat Eyes that causing hor-
rible accidents by damaging the tyres. 
He said that these Cat Eyes should be 
removed and speed breakers should 
be built as per the international stan-
dards to ensure protection of precious 
human lives. 
Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan said 
that ban on protests and rallies at Mall 
Road and other public places should 
be implemented with iron hands as it 
is causing huge loss to the trade and 
economic activities besides mentally 
torturing the masses. He said that Na-
sir Bagh should be allocated for such 
activities.

Traffic police to establish a
permanent driving license

issuance center

LCCI Executive Committee Member Khadim Hussain Leader of LCCI delagation to Italy is Presenting 
Delegation visit report to LCCI President Abdul Basit and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan.

Executive Committee Member Ch Tahir Manzoor is also present.
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President of the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry Abdul Basit has 
said that Pakistan is one of the top flour-
ishing economies of the world and owns 
best geographical location. Foreign in-
vestors could have rich dividends by in-
vesting in its various sectors of economy. 
He was talking to a 5-member delegation 
of Chinese entrepreneurs here at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad 
Ali Jawa and Nabila Intisar also spoke 
on the occasion. 
The LCCI President said that Chinese 
investment in power, textile, pharma-
ceutical, dairy, livestock and agricul-
ture sectors can bring two friendly 
countries more closer besides attracting 
much-needed foreign direct investment 
to Pakistan. He said that Pakistan is look-
ing at Chinese businessmen for making 
joint efforts aimed at boosting bilateral 
trade and economic relations.

He said that in the context of ongoing project of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
the need and importance of private to private contacts has mounted. In this scenario, 
the role of chambers of commerce has widened. 
Abdul Basit enlightened the Chinese delegation that Lahore has a special significance 
being the hub of business activities in Punjab. Both public and private sector organi-
zations are striving hard to fully exploit the trade and investment potential of Punjab 
in collaboration with foreign investors. He said that China is first choice for Pakistani 
businessmen to join hands for joint ventures. He hoped that the state level coopera-
tion between two countries will bring greater fortune to both of us. 
He said that stats of two-way trade are bound to improve in a decade or so because 
once the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project becomes fully functional, a win-
win situation will take place for both the countries. In the meantime, we need to 
interact on regular basis for exploring avenues for trade expansion and opportunities 
for investments.  
He said that there are ample opportunities of trade available for Chinese businessmen 
in almost all the sectors or sub-sectors of economy. He said that Pakistan has got a lot 
to offer and become closest trading partner of China. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa termed the CPEC a “historic oppor-
tunity” and said it would cast a far-reaching impact on Pakistan’s economy. It offers 
equal opportunities of economic uplift to all provinces and regions of the country. He 
said that the economic corridor would help building modern transport infrastructure 
in the country and make Pakistani economy competitive in the international market.

Foreign investors urged to take benefit of 
Pakistan’s flourishing economy

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry took a strong exception to the 
historic trade deficit during the last elev-
en months and urged the Ministries of 
Finance and Commerce to take instan-
taneous measures to sustain balance be-
tween imports and exports. 
In a statement issued here, the LCCI 
Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa and 
Vice President Muhammad Nasir Ha-
meed Khan said that issue of trade 
deficit must be controlled immediately 
otherwise this important economic in-

dicator would shatter the confidence of 
investors. 
They said that Pakistan’s trade deficit 
has sharply swelled by around $30 bil-
lion or 42.12 percent during first eleven 
months of current fiscal year as com-
pared to the deficit of $21.1 billion in 
the corresponding months of the last 
fiscal year. The widening of trade deficit 
is due to significant increase in imports 
by 20.6 percent to $48.53 billion during 
July – May 2016/2017 as compared to 
$40.25 billion in the same period of the 
last fiscal year. On the other hand, they 
said, exports came down by 3.13 percent 
to $18.54 billion during the period under 
review as against $19.14 billion in the 
same period of the last year.
The LCCI office-bearers said that rising 
imports and declining exports are devel-
oping a perception that Pakistan is be-
coming a trading place instead of a hub 
of industrialization. They said that apart 
from cutting the cost of doing business 
in Pakistan, the government would have 
to evolve a long-term strategy to make 
its products attractive in the global mar-
ket to increase its exports.

The LCCI Office-bearers said that the 
growing trade deficit, led by sharp slow 
down in exports growth, is posing a key 
challenge to the macroeconomic stabil-
ity of the country besides converting 
it into a Consumer Society. They said 
that galloping trade deficit might dent 
country’s debt payment capacity that 
ultimately would not be a happy sign 
for the overall economy. The LCCI 
Office-bearers suggested that the con-
cerned government quarters should join 
heads with the private sector for finding 
out a methodology for increasing the ex-
ports of the country that is a prerequisite 
to control trade deficit.
They said that to give a relief to the ex-
port-oriented sectors, major issues like 
huge delay in release of refunds, contin-
uous power supply to the industrial sec-
tor, high input cost and large number of 
duties and taxes should be resolved on 
priority. They said that Pakistani Mis-
sion abroad should also be given task 
to explore new markets and new buyers 
for Pakistani merchandise besides con-
vincing foreign investors to invest in 
Pakistan.

LCCI worried over Trade Deficit

Amjad Ali Jawa
Senior Vice President, LCCI
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Industrialists and traders once again 
staged a strong protest against raids at 
business premises and misuse of discre-
tionary powers by the tax officials under 
section 30 & 40-B despite clear instruc-
tions of Senate Standing Committee on 
Finance and Chairman Federal Board 
of Revenue (FBR) and announced to 
choose all options including closures of 
businesses and protests in front of FBR 
offices.  
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad 
Ali Jawa, Vice President Muhammad 
Nasir Hameed Khan, Mian Anjum Ni-
sar, Sohail Lashari, Tahir Javed Ma-
lik and Aftab Ahmed Vohra spoke on 
the occasion while Mian Anjum Nisar, 
Zafar Iqbal Ch, Mian Nauman Kabir, 
Shafqat Saeed Piracha, Aftab Ahmed 
Vohra, Syed Mahmood Ghaznavi, Ka-
shif Anwar, Zeeshan Khalil, Mian Ab-
dul Razzaq, Moazzam Rasheed, Adnan 
Khalid Butt, Rizwan Akhter Shamsi, 
Ibrahim Qureshi, Zahid Maqsood Butt, 
Mian Muhammad Nawaz, Khawaja 
Khawar Rasheed, Tahir Manzoor, Syed 
Mukhtar Ali, Ch. Khadam Hussain, 
Muhammad Shahzad, Zafar Mahmood, 
Waqar Ahmed Mian and various other 
were present on the occasion. 
The participants of the meeting said that 
FBR staff has torn into pieces the orders 
of Senate Standing Committee on Fi-
nance and Chairman FBR and conduct-
ing raids without taking Lahore Cham-
ber and other trade bodies on board. 

They said that Section 40 & 38-B are 
being badly used by the FBR staff. They 
are visiting business premises to harass 
the business community. They not only 
take shocking measures to raise illegal 
tax demands without providing any sup-
porting document but also carry all the 
available records with them. The partic-
ipants of the meeting were of the view 
that teams from tax department should 
visit the markets, if indispensable, but 
they should immediately stop harassing 
business community. They said that if 
there is an urgent need for stock taking 
and ascertaining the Sales Tax liability 
of any particular business unit, the FBR 
officials should take concerned associ-
ation or the Lahore Chamber on board. 
They said that indirect taxes are being 
removed gradually throughout the world 
here in Pakistan these are contributing 
around 60 percent to the revenue despite 
the fact that expenses on this practice are 
higher than the collections. 
All the participants said that FBR should 
stop harassing filers as non-filers and 
ones outside the tax net are not account-
ed for at all which discourages business-
es to come into the tax net. Registered 
businesses are required to comply with 
various departments involving a lot of 
financial and time resources whereas 
unregistered businesses are free from all 
such hassles.
They said that there are 3.5 million 
registered taxpayers out of which only 

around 1 million file their tax returns. 
Government should take all the mea-
sures to ensure filing of returns by re-
maining 2.5 million individuals and 
businesses. The government claims that 
it always acts as a facilitator but in this 
scenario it is entirely otherwise. 
They said that attaching bank accounts 
for recovery of outstanding dues is ham-
pering business growth and tarnishing 
the business-friendly image of the gov-
ernment. They said that bank accounts 
should not be attached without prior 
notice to the taxpayer and after seeking 
approval in writing of Commissioner in 
the light of reply submitted by the tax-
payer. The recovery should be done  af-
ter the decision of the Tribunal and not 
before that. 
They said that unfortunately if the FBR 
initiates a recovery case, the taxpayer is 
not allowed to defend as FBR itself is 
the complainant and a judge. Instead of 
focusing on controlling under-invoicing, 
curbing smuggling and expanding the 
tax net, the FBR seems to be inclined 
to pressurize registered taxpayers who 
are already suffering due to high rate of 
sales tax, income tax and Custom duties 
by creating fictitious cases for recovery 
of outstanding dues to meet revenue tar-
get. 
They announced to stage protest in front 
of FBR Head Office if undue raids are 
not stopped immediately.

Meeting of stakeholders at LCCI
Businessmen warn of protests in front of 

FBR offices

Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in a meeting of Stake Holders at LCCI. 
LCCI Former Senior Vice President Malik Tahir Javaid, Former LCCI Vice Presidents Aftab Ahmad Vohra,

Syed Mehmood Ghaznavi, LCCI Executive Committee Members Zahid Maqsood Butt, Khadim Hussain, Ch. Tahir 
Manzoor and Adnan Khalid Butt are also present.
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LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa & Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan, LCCI Former Presidents, Zafar Iqbal Ch, 
Mian Anjum Nisar, Former Vice President Shafqat Saeed Piracha Executive Committee Members Ch Tahir Manzoor, 

Adnan Khalid Butt, Mian Abdul Razzaq, Mian Muhammad Nawaz, Moazzam Rasheed, Former Executive
 Committee Members Waqar Ahmad Mian and others are protesting against raids at business premises.

LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan, LCCI Former President Sohail Lashari
and LCCI Former Vice President Aftab Ahmad Vohra in a meeting at LCCI.

LCCI Pictorial
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LCCI Pictorial

Minister on Enviorment Protection Zakia Shahnawaz and LCCI President Abdul Basit presenting
Souviner on World Enviorment Day.

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan,
Former Vice Presidents Aftab Vohra, Shafqat Saeed Piracha and Executive Committee Members Zeeshan Khalil,

M. Nawaz, Syed Mukhtar Ali, Zahid Maqsood Butt, Mian Abdul Razzaq in a Group photo with 
Ms Zeba Hayee Chief Collector Coustom at Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

LCCI Former President Farooq Ifitkhar is presenting LCCI souvenir to Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua. LCCI Executive
Committee Member / Convener Diplomatic Foreign Missions and Embassies Liaison Ali Hussam Asghar is also present.
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LCCI Pictorial

LCCI President Abdul Basit Presenting LCCI Souviner to Mr. Shi Yangpeng of Machinery Manufacturing Company. 
Executive Committee Member Zeeshan Khalil, Awais Saeed Piracha and Ibrahim Sheikh are also present.

LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa Presenting LCCI Souviner to Chinese Delagation from Qingdao. Executive 
Committee Member Shahzad Ayub and others are also present. 

LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa presenting LCCI Souviner to Mujeeb ur Rehman Shami 
Editor in-Chief Daily Pakistan after disscussion session on Federal Budget 2017-18. LCCI Former Vice President 

Aftab Ahmad Vohra, LCCI Former Executive Committee Members Khawaja Khawar Rashid, Khalid Pervez,
Rehmat ullah Javaid and others are also present. 
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LCCI Pictorial

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan
presenting LCCI Souviner to Mr. Asim Iftikhar Ambassador Designate to Thailand.

Executive Committee Members Zahid Maqsood Butt and Nasira Taskeen are also present.

LCCI President Abdul Basit

presenting  LCCI souviner

to Dr. Naveed Alam

Representative of GIZ.

LCCI Former President

Mian Muzzafar Ali 

is also present.

LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in a group photo with Members of
Lahore Tax Bar Association. Executive Committee Member M. Nawaz is also present.
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The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry congratulate newly appointed FBR 
Chairman Tariq Mahmood Pasha and expressed optimism that with his long experi-
ence, he would help resolve economic issues and challenges. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice 
President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan said that trust deficit had been widened 
from last couple of years between the business community and Federal Board of 
Revenue that impacted harshly on the business environment in the country. 
They said that Tariq Mahmood Pasha has assumed the charge as Chairman FBR 
at a critical time when businessmen are worried because of abuse of discretionary 
powers by the FBR staff, raids at business premises and raids at business premises 
despite the clear instructions from the Senate Standing Committee on Finance and 
immediate past Chairman of Federal Board of Revenue. 
The LCCI office-bearers said that business community wants to supplement govern-
ment endeavors aimed at economic revival of the country and is also ready to give 
positive doable suggestion to the Federal Board of Revenue for expansion of tax net.  
They invited the new Chairman FBR to visit the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry to share his future plans with the business community. The LCCI of-
fice-bearers said that the new chairman would have to utilize his best abilities to 
facilitate the businessmen who are generating revenues for the government despite 

Wilshire Group of Companies and The 
School of Business & Economics – 
University of Management & Technol-
ogy Monday signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) here at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try to establish long term strategic part-
nership between the two institutions. 
The MOU was signed by F. Robert 
Wheeler III, Dean School of Business 
and Economics and Dr. Abdul Salam 
Babar, Director HR Wilshire Group 
of Companies signed the MOU in the 
presence of LCCI Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Chairman Wilshire Group of 
Companies Amjad Ali Jawa. Chair-
man UMT Hassan Sohaib Murad, CEO 
Wilshire Group of Companies Ghazan-

far Ali Jawa and Director UMT Dr. Aly 
Raza were also present on the occasion. 
According to the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding, both organizations would 
establish the long term strategic part-
nership. 
Speaking on the occasion, the LCCI 
Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa 
said that MOU will bridge the gap be-
tween industry and academia where 
Wilshire will join hands with UMT 
for combined industry centric research 
projects. It will also help towards ca-
pacity building of Wilshire employees 
through higher education in Executive 
MBA and MS Programs from the plat-
form of UMT. 
He said that strong liaison between 

industry and academia is the key to 
economic challenges. He emphasized 
the need for a strategy that how knowl-
edge and research of academia could 
be beneficial for the industry. He said 
that understanding between industry 
and academia should be developed on 
sustainable basis as it would reduce 
the cost of doing business, enhance the 
employment opportunities and compet-
itiveness of the industrial sectors. 
He stressed the need of driven research 
work saying that it would be beneficial 
for both researchers and industry. He 
said that researchers would be able to 
promote their research work to the in-
dustry that would increase the industri-
al production.

Wilshire Group – UMT sign MOU

all odds. They said that the FBR Chair-
man would have to take unusual strides 
to expedite the refund cases pending 
with the Board for a long time now and 
have blocked huge cash flow of the busi-
ness community already perturbed due 
to challenging business conditions. It is 
also hoped the newly appointed Chair-
man would review all the controversial 
SROs issued in the recent past in the 
larger interests of the economy. 
“Through friendly approach and honor-
ing the honest taxpayers, Federal Board 
of Revenue could collect more revenues 
than the existing as people would come 
into the tax net voluntarily. Cruel mea-
sures would nothing else but to shatter 
the confidence of business community”, 
the LCCI office-bearers concluded.

LCCI congratulates new FBR Boss
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The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry has ex-

pressed deep grief sorrow over sad incident of Baha-

walpur and expressed solidarity with the catastrophe-hit 

families. 

The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President 

Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Muhammad Nasir 

Hameed Khan though this incident happened due to  hu-

man error and not institution could be blamed for this 

but government would have to find out reason to avoid 

such incidents in future.

They said that whole nation stood shoulder to shoulder 

with affected families.They said that loss of precious 

human lives is irreparable and whole nation is in a state 

of shock.

The LCCI office-bearers prayed to the Almighty Allah 

to keep the departed souls in peace and let the families 

bear this irreparable loss with fortitude. They also urged 

the nation to celebrate Eid with simplicity because of 

this national tragedy.

LCCI expresses deep grief sorrow over sad 
incident of Bahawalpur

Zohaib Hassan
BBA (Hons)

Superior University Lahore

Contact
0316-4125038

zohaibhassan0074555@gmail.com
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Dream Weaver Productions 174 Aurangzaib Block, New Garden Town, Lahore-Pakistan | +92 332 8508399  | +92 42 359 52176 
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10% Discount For All LCCI Members
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