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Chief Minister Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif inaugurating International Industrial Exhibition at EXPO 
Center Lahore. LCCI President Abdul Basit, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan, LCCI Former President 

Irfan Qaiser Sheikh and Executive Committee Member Mian Zahid Jawaid are also present.
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Lahore Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry has organized an 
International Industrial Exhibition in 
Expo Center Lahore which has been 
inaugurated by CM Punjab.
A number of industrialists 
have set their stalls in order to 
exhibit the businesses they are deal-
ing in. CM Punjab remarked that such 
industrial exhibitions can prove to 
be a game changer for economy of 
Pakistan. President of Chamber Abdul 
Basit said that this exhibition will help in 
promoting positive image of Pakistan 
across the globe.
International Exhibition at Expo Center, 
Lahore proved out to be a great deal for 
all the stall holders.
A large faction of stall holders partic-
ipated in the industrial exhibition and 
displayed their products while declaring 
it a significant source for opening new 

business avenues.
Stall holders were spotted saying that 
it’s a huge forum to showcase your 
manufactured goods especially for the 
ladies running home-based business.
International Industrial Exhibition has 
been organized in Expo Center Lahore 
where a number of industrialists all 
over Lahore have been exhibiting their 
businesses in creative manner.
The purpose of ISBOP is to bring to-
gether investors, enterprises, business 
owners, entrepreneurs and experts to 
come together and discuss how they 
can capitalize the business opportuni-
ties offered by Punjab With thousands 
of visitors and hundreds of participants, 
a world-class seminar and useful in-
formation sessions, ISBOP is the most 
successful event of its kind in Punjab, 
where participants will have access to 
top-of-the-line speakers, business ex-
perts, incredible interactive exhibits, 
world class networking, in-depth edu-
cation and valuable networking oppor-
tunities.

2nd International Industrial Exhibition on 
Business Opportunities in Punjab

Chief Minister Punjab Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, 

LCCI President Abdul Basit on 2nd International Industrial Exhibition

on Business Opportunities at EXPO Center Lahore.

THE ISBOP IS PUNJAB’S LARGEST AND
MOST SUCCESSFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE

INTERESTED TO INVEST IN PUNJAB.
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Glimpses of 2nd International Industrial
Exhibition on Business Opportunities

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan, Executive Committee Member 
Chaudhry Tahir Manzoor with Women Chamber President Shahzia Salman.

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan
with Sheikh Allauddin Minister for Industry Commerce & Investment.

LCCI Executive Committee Member  Shahid Nazir, Rehman Aziz Chan, Tanveer Ahmad and Syed Mukhtar Ali.
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“LCCI President Abdul Basit speech”
at International seminar on Business

Opportunities at PC Lahore

It is my pleasure to welcome all the distinguished guests, foreign delegates and 
participants in the 2nd International Seminar on Business Opportunities in Punjab 
2017. It is indeed an honour for the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry to 
have this opportunity to co-host today’s historic event with Government of Punjab. 
Ladies & Gentlemen! The success of 1st International Seminar on Business Op-
portunities in Punjab held in November 2015 set the optimistic tone that laid solid 
foundation for many Chinese and Turkish companies to enter into joint ventures 
with their Pakistani counterparts. It is the vision of Mian Shahbaz Sharif that made 
us further expand the scope of this event. 
In this 2nd edition of ISBOP, international participants from 26 countries were 
invited to explore the economic potential of Punjab in automotive, energy, manu-
facturing, agriculture, education, health and IT sectors. We all are promoting this 
tagline i.e. ‘Punjab means business’. Followed by this conference, International 
Industrial Exhibition on Business Opportunities in Punjab that will be inaugurated 
tomorrow is showcasing our technological advancement and diversity of our in-
dustrial sector. 
These platforms provide a conducive environment to the business communities of 
various origins to freely interact with each other. During all the sessions of semi-
nars, the senior management of concerned government departments will be avail-
able to provide assistance and guidance to the investors.  
As the president of Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry, it is my responsi-
bility to reflect the importance of investment for growth, and jobs in Punjab. 
Punjab is the most populated province contributes almost 55 per cent in the total 
population of Pakistan with 62 per cent literacy rate and provides jobs for 35 mil-
lion population. In the last decade, Punjab’s economy outperformed in almost all 
governance indicators. In terms of economic outcomes, Punjab has done better than 
the average for Pakistan. Punjab’s share in large scale manufacturing is almost 40 
percent, the share of small scale manufacturing is 70 percent. 
Government realizes the importance of investment and giving right type of in-
centives which include tax holidays, public private partnership for attracting FDI. 
There is freedom to repatriate dividends and profits and no restriction on the level 
of ownership. Punjab has the most advanced infrastructure, having extensive and 
relatively well developed road links to all major cities of Pakistan. The infrastruc-
ture of the whole province is transforming with special focus on real estate. 
to overcome the problems of old land record system, Government of Punjab 
has launched automated Land Records Management and Information Program 
(LRMIS).  It is now very easy to verify the land record and safe to invest in real 
estate in Pakistan. While highlighting the key features of Punjab, I would say that 
CPEC has added more value to the strategic importance of it.  
The province produces almost everything; from wheat, cotton and rice to sugar-
cane, corn, oilseeds, pulses, vegetables, fruits and etc.
LCCI President Abdul Basit said Pakistan’s population is two percent of the world’s 
population. The land being cultivated is more than seven percent of the total land 
under cultivation in the world. It means that Pakistan can become food basket of 
the region provided it saves its water. We need to enhance our storage capacity by 
building new dams. International thumb rule about water is: 
“If you store one Million Acre Feet (MAF) water, you are saving 2 billion US 
dollars or vice versa.” Pakistan is throwing 35 Million Acre Feet (MAF) water into 
the sea annually. It means we are losing US$ 70 billion per annum. This amount is 

equal to Pakistan’s total debt.
Pakistan has common border with half 
of the world while the CPEC is going 
to link us to 62 countries through road. 
Out of these 62 countries 33 are Muslim 
countries. The volume of Halal Food 
trade in the world is more than 300 bil-
lion US dollars and Pakistan has the ca-
pacity to win 10% of its share provided 
it food sector is made zero rated.
It is known for producing some of the 
best mangoes and citrus in the world. 
Punjab’s comparative advantage in ag-
riculture sector lies in dairy, livestock, 
vegetables pulses and poultry. 
The industrial landscape of Punjab 
is also rich and diverse. Punjab has a 
comparative advantage in textile, agro 
based industry, Small scale manufactur-
ing, light engineering, electronics, au-
tomobile, and construction. It has also 
emerged as hub of financial services and 
IT sector. Likewise, there are number of 
natural resources including coal, cop-
per, iron and salt etc., add immeasur-
able value to it. Above all, this province 
is all set to become important part of 
international trade route that goes much 
deeper to Central Asian Countries.  
The stage is set and we all need to play 
our due role to materialize the desired 
objectives. I assure you that Lahore 
Chamber will remain a focal point for 
all of you in future and we would like 
to respond positively to any business or 
investment initiative taken by our for-
eign delegates. 
With these thoughts, I wish this seminar 
and exhibition a great success and also 
thank all of you for your participation. 
Thank you for your attention.

MIAN SHAHBAZ SHARIF, CHIEF MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB

HONOURABLE CHIEF GUEST
RESPECTED MINISTERS

HEADS OF PUBLIC & PRIVATE SECTORS ORGANIZATIONS
DEAR FOREIGN DELEGATES AND THE PARTICIPANTS

LADIES & GENTLEMEN
ASSALAM-O-ALAIKUM AND GOOD MORNING
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LCCI President Abdul Basit exchanging an MoU with Chinies Delegates in the presence of Chief Minister Punjab
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif at PC Lahore. Sheikh Alauddin Minister for Industry Commerce & Investment is also present.

In Pakistan around 650 billion rupees 
are donated in the name of charity 

and donations every year, which is over 
2% of country’s GDP. It is amongst the 
highest percentage in the world based 
on per capita income.
A nationwide study on charity trends 
conducted by Pakistan Peace Collective, 
a government institution, revealed that 
people of Pakistan donate an estimated 
amount of Rs. 650 
billion in charity 
e v e r y year to 
mosques, s e m i -
n a r i e s , p o o r , 
n e e d y r e l a -
tives, vic- tims of 
te r ror ism and hos-
p i - tals.

According to Charity and Aid Foundation’s (CAF) World Giving Index, Pakistan is 
ranked 92 out of 140 countries. Charitable giving is the act of donating money or 
goods for social welfare. However, such donations may become a cause of suffering 
if donated irresponsibly. 
With billions in financial transaction, some erroneous groups try to 
exploit these practices to fulfill their de- structive aims. 
“Donations and Charity, With Responsibility” 
campaign is aimed at cre- ating awareness 
amongst the masses that charities and do-
nations given without satisfactory inquiry 
may play havoc with us. 
Charities could be spent on our deserv-
ing relatives, family friends and neigh-
bours. It is your right to ask where your money will be 
spent. Every wel- fare organization is not patriotic so 
give your donations and chari- ties prudently.
Before giving your charities and donations, ensure the following points:
Is the charity organization registered?
If the charity organization has website and registered office, check the office of the 
charity organization.
Does the organization provide any published evaluation of its work?
Does the charity organization have any direct or indirect links to extremist groups?
Has the recipient organization ever been blacklisted by the government?
Contact Ministry of Interior or NACTA for a list of banned organizations or it can be 
found on the NACTA website: www.nacta.gov.pk.

Charity with responsibility

International seminar on
Business Opportunities
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The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try has termed the Federal Budget 2017-18 an 
agenda for economic revival, to resolve energy 
crisis, to promote investment and to boost agri-
culture sector. 
While addressing a Press Conference after Fed-
eral Budget Speech, the LCCI President Abdul 
Basit said that a number of good announcements 
have been made in the Federal Budget 2017-18 
while some features need attention. The LCCI 
Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice 
President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan, 
Mian Muhammad Ashraf, Shahid Hassan 
Sheikh, Muhammad Ali Mian, Mian Muzaffar 
Ali, Sohail Lashari, Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, Aftab 
Ahmed Vohra, Shafqat Saeed Piracha, Syed 
Mahmood Ghaznavi and Executive Committee 
Members also spoke on the occasion. 
The LCCI office-bearers said increase in alloca-
tions for water and power projects would help 
get rid of energy crisis. Funds for infrastructure 
development would also attract foreign invest-
ment. He said that increase in defence budget 
was need of the hour as country is facing se-
curity challenges. They welcomed supportive 
measures for agriculture, poultry, textile sectors 
and human resources. They said that business 
community was expecting zero rated facility 
for food sector to get due share in the interna-
tional trade. They said that establishment of in-
frastructure bank would give immense benefits 
to the agriculture sector. They said that 10,000 
additional electricity in the system would help 
overcome energy crisis. They said that increase 
of taxes for non-filers is good but taxpayers 
should be given maximum facilities. 
He said that over Rs.1400 billion have been al-
located for debt servicing that shows the bad ef-
fects of debts to the economy. He said that Ka-
labagh Dam is once again ignored.  They said 
that raids and business premises and bank ac-
count attachment should be stop immediately.

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Jawa, Vice President M. Nasir Hameed Khan in Federal 
Budget 2017-18. LCCI Former Presidents Mian Muhammad Ashraf and Muhammad Ali Mian are also present.

LCCI Former Preisdents Mian Muhammad Ashraf, Sheikh
Muhammad Asif and Shahid Hassan Sheikh in Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.

LCCI Former Preisdent Mian Muzzafar Ali, LCCI Former SVP Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, 
Executive Committee Member Mian Zahid Jawaid, Former LCCI Executive 

Committee Members  Maqsood Butt, Khwaja Khawar Rasheed, Rizwaan Ahmad 
Shamsi and President Hall Road Babar Mehmood in budget 2017-18 at LCCI.

BUDGET 2017-18

LCCI Former Seinor Vice Presidents Almas Haider, Mian Nauman Kabir and 
LCCI Former Vice President Mehmood Ghaznavi in Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.
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Former Executive Committee Member Salman Basit and 
others in Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.

Executive Committee Member Ali Hussam Asghar
and others in Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.

BUDGET 2017-18

Executive Committee Member Shahid Nazir and others in 
Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.

Executive Committee Member Mian Muhammad Nawaz 
and others in Budget 2017-18 at LCCI.
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LCCI Delegation to Russia

Deputy Chairman, Chamber of Commerce and Russian Fedaration Mr. Sergey Vasilive presenting 
certificate of honour to LCCI President Abdul Basit.

Group Photo of LCCI President Abdul Basit, LCCI Executive Committee Members Zeeshan Khalil,
Moazzam Rasheed, Ibrahim Sheikh and others with Qazi M. Khalilullah Ambassador of Pakistan in Russia.

LCCI President Abdul Basit inaugurating food city Pakistani pavilion in Moscow.
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Group Photo of LCCI President Abdul Basit, LCCI Executive Committee Members Zeeshan Khalil,
Moazzam Rasheed, Ibrahim Sheikh, Awais Saeed Piracha with HoD International Cooperation Alexander Kopkov.

LCCI President Abdul Basit Presenting a Souviner to Mr. Alexander Kopkov Head of Department of International 
Cooperation while  LCCI Executive Committee Members Zeeshan Khalil, Moazzam Rasheed, Ibrahim Sheikh,

Awais Saeed Piracha are also present.

LCCI President Abdul Basit is writting his comments on 
visitor’s book of Embassy of Pakistan in Moscow.

LCCI President Abdul Basit giving an interview to Russian 
T.V channel (Realnoe Vremya).

LCCI Delegation to Russia
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Glimpses of Dinner by Industrialists of
Ferozpur Road in honour of LCCI President
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On demand of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Senate Standing 
Committee on Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics & Privatization 

has made it clear through a notification that in future no raid would be conducted 
by the FBR officials without the permission of the Chairman FBR or a Member 
concerned at any industry, factory or shop holders who are taxpayers/filers. 
This was revealed by the LCCI President Abdul Basit while addressing a Press 
Conference here at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. The LCCI Se-
nior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed 
Khan were also present on the occasion. 
The LCCI President told that the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry had 
a meeting with the Senate Standing Committee on Finance, Revenue, Economic 
Affairs, Statistics & Privatization in Islamabad and underlined the issues of misuse 
of discretionary powers of the Inland Revenue Officers under section 38A, 38B, 
40A, 40B, 176 & 177 and raids on business premises. He said that Chairman of the 
Senate Committee Saleem Mandviwalla took a prompt action and decided/recom-
mended that in future no raid would be conducted by the FBR officials without the 
permission of the Chairman FBR or a Member concerned at any industry, factory 
or shop holders, who are taxpayers/filers. 
He said that through notification, businessmen are also advised to complain to 
Chairman FBR, under intimation to the Senate Committee on Finance, Revenue, 
Economic Affairs, Statistics and Privatization, along with all the evidences in case 
of raid/misuse of discretionary powers by the FBR officers.
Abdul Basit said that the issue of misuse of discretionary powers by the FBR staff 
and raids of business premises was badly affecting the business environment as 
FBR officers were used to enter into the premises of tax filers along with the large 
number of security personnel for threatening and harassing them without the per-
mission of Chairman of FBR or Member concerned. He said that Chairman of the 
Senate Standing Committee Saleem Mandviwalla deserve appreciation for taking 
immediate action that would certainly reduce the miseries of the business com-

munity and would improve the business 
environment. 
“Notification from the Senate Standing 
Committee is the moral victory of the 
business community acknowledgement 
of its stance by the higher authorities”, 
the LCCI President added.
He said that the issues of attachment of 
business bank accounts, re-audit of the 
firms and Punjab Infrastructure Devel-
opment Cess would be targeted in the 
next phase. He said that attachment of 
the bank accounts should be the last op-
tion but the RTOs/LTUs are wasting no 
time in taking punitive action to meet 
the revenue targets. He further said that 
there should be no re-audit of those firm 
for at least five years which have al-
ready been audited. 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad 
Ali Jawa and Vice President Muham-
mad Nasir Hameed Khan said that tax 
net cannot be extended without giving 
due respect to the honorable taxpayers. 
He said that FBR should find out new 
taxpayers instead of burdening the ex-
isting ones.

No raids at business premises:
says Chairman FBR

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa are presenting LCCI souviner to chairman 
FBR Dr. Muhammad Irshad. Former LCCI Presidents Shahid Hassan Sheikh, Irfan Qaiser Sheikh, Executive

Committee Members Malik Tahir Javeed, Mian Abdul Razzaq and others are also present.
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LCCI Former Senior Vice President Malik Tahir Javaid, LCCI Former Vice President Aftab Ahmad Vohra, LCCI Executive 
Committee Members Moazzam Rasheed, Zeeshan Khalil, LCCI Former Executive Committee Members Haroon Arora,

 Salman Basit, Khalid Perveez and Abdul Karim Bhatti.

LCCI President Abdul Basit and Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa addressing at meeting with Chairman FBR
Dr. Muhammad Irshad. LCCI Former Presidents Shahid Hassan Sheikh, Irfan Qaiser Sheikh are also Present.

Pictorial of meeting with Chairman FBR

LCCI Former President Mian Muhammad Ashraf, LCCI Former Vice President Kashif Anwar, Executive Committee Members
Mian Muhammad Nawaz, Awais Saeed Piracha, Mian Abdul Razzaq, Adnan Khalid Butt, Tanveer Ahmad, LCCI Former 

Executive Committee Members Khawaja Khawar Rasheed, Ch. Wajid Ali and Waqar Ahmad Mian.
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US Consul General Yuriy Fedkiw 
has invited Pakistani businessmen 

to participate in “Select USA Investment 
moot” being held in Washington DC 
from June 18 to 20. 
He was talking to the LCCI Acting Pres-
ident Amjad Ali Jawa here at the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry. US 
Senior Commercial Counselor Steve 
Knode, former LCCI Senior Vice Pres-
ident Mian Nauman Kabir, Executive 
Committee Members Mian Zahid Javed, 
Nasir Taskeen and Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz were also present on the occa-
sion. 
US Consul General said that growing 
Pakistani companies must participate in 
this moot. He said that trend of two-way 
trade is positive that is a healthy sign. 
He said that we can do more to boost 
trade and economic relations between 
United States and Pakistan. 
He invited the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry to arrange a delega-
tion for United States to explore trade 
and investment opportunities. It would 
also pave way for joint ventures. He in-

formed the participants that US government has designed a program named “Select 
USA” to promote investment in the country. He said that we have a calendar of 
activities having information regarding trade shows etc.  
The LCCI Acting President Amjad Ali Jawa said that Pakistan and USA have a long 
history of diplomatic relations. USA happens to be the largest trading partner of 
country with a total trade of more than dollar 5.5 billion. He said that Pakistan hopes 
to tap the tremendous potential in the USA market and increase its exports to USA 
which have shown some stagnation in the last few years. 
He said that in 2013, Pakistan exported goods to USA to the tune of dollar 3.75 
billion which remained almost stagnant in next two years with dollar 3.65 billion 
and dollar 3.66 billion. In contrast to that, the imports from USA to Pakistan are 
consistently following increasing trend for the last three years. From 2013 on, the 
imports surged from dollar 1.67 billion to dollar 1.8 billion and dollar 1.92 billion 
respectively. That has resulted in increasing the volume of total trade. 
“LCCI believes that the total trade between the two countries has the potential to 
touch the figure of dollar 10 billion if favorable policy initiatives are taken by the 
two countries” the LCCI Acting President added and said that in trade diplomacy 
and for that matter we keep organizing trade delegations. He said that LCCI has 
planned to take sector specific businessmen delegation to visit USA in July this year 
comprising highly motivated and seasoned businessmen. He hoped that US Embas-
sy will extend best cooperation in this connection which has been the hallmark of 
working relations between LCCI and US diplomats. 
He said that we are ready to respond positively to any initiative taken by you that 
aims at enhancing trade and investment opportunities for bringing positive change 
in the current state of affairs. We want win-win situation for both the countries and 
that should be the chief motive behind every initiative taken by us.  

Pakistani Businessmen invited to US 
Investment Moot

LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa presenting LCCI Souviner to US Senior Commercial Counselor
Steve Knode. Former LCCI Senior Vice President Mian Nauman Kabir, Executive Committee Members

Mian Zahid Jawaid, Nasira Taskeen and Mian Muhammad Nawaz is also present.
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LCCI President demands supportive
policies for livestock sector

Government should develop supportive policies for the Livestock Sector which 
has the potential to lead the process of economic revival. 

These views were expressed by the LCCI President Abdul Basit while speaking 
at the Quaid-e-Millat Liaqat Ali Khan Award/Gold Medal distribution Ceremony 
organized by Kisan Wing here at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 
Abdul Basit said that Pakistan’s economy based on agriculture and livestock sec-
tor is a significant part of it.  He said that Pakistan 4th largest milk producer in 
the world with an annual production of over 40 billion liters. He said that this is 
huge potential but this sector is operating mostly in the informal economy and not 
contributing to the national economy. He said that dairy farming sector in Pakistan 
should be revamped on modern lines to tap its huge potential.
The LCCI President said that livestock accounts for around 12% for the GDP and 
its value is higher than all the agricultural products including major, minor crops 
and fruits & vegetables. He said that a little focus towards this important sector and 
public-private partnership could yield miraculous results. 
Abdul Basit said that appetite for Pakistani meat is strong in both domestic and 
export markets. He said that exports of live animals should be marginalized and 
only meat be exported to get maximum benefits. He said that 15% milk is wasted 
in transportation requiring instant remedies. More chillers on farmlands need to 
be established, these can operate through join ownership of farmers. He said that 
the chillers should be operated on no-profit-no-loss basis through interest free loan 
from the state, returnable in five years time. 
The LCCI President said that poultry meat accounts for around 25% of domestic 
food requirements. The major means to cut cost in poultry is through reducing all 
import items involved in industry to zero level. He said that local research insti-
tutes are required to develop lair-chick farms and establish hatcheries within the 
vicinities of broiler farms in order to cut the cost of transportation and to keep the 
overall cost minimal in domestic market. 

“In order to root out rural poverty it is 
recommended to provide 5 buffaloes, 
10 goats and 3 acres to widows in each 
village. Once these are in place pover-
ty reduction will be ensured and at the 
same time can provide milk, meat and 
biomass for the power projects in vil-
lages”, the LCCI President added. 
He said that government should set a 
target of 5% per year growth for live-
stock produce which can easily be 
achieved if the livestock investment 
from the state remains concentrated on 
composite projects from embryo devel-
opment to export of meat for the farm. 
He said that efforts must be directed to 
minimize the intermediaries between 
the farmer and domestic market on one 
hand and between the farmer and the 
international market on the other hand. 
He said that agriculture, livestock and 
dairy sectors can help achieve the tar-
gets of economic development, export 
growth, food security and poverty alle-
viation therefore policymakers must fo-
cus these areas in forthcoming budget. 

LCCI President Abdul Basit at the Quaid-e-Millat Liaqat Ali Khan Award/Gold Medal distribution Ceremony 
organized by Kisan Wing at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
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Business community is the driving 
force of the national economy and 

no country can move ahead without its 
due participation in the economic ac-
tivities. Consultation in trade, industry 
and economy related policy matters 
will boost the confidence of the busi-
ness community and give them energy 
to help government achieve economic 
targets. 
These views were expressed by the 
LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad 
Ali Jawa while addressing 28-member 
delegation of 23rd Mid Career Manage-
ment Course from National Institute of 
Management, Peshawar here at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try. Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan, former President Sohail 
Lashari and former Vice President Aft-
ab Ahmed Vohra also spoke on the oc-
casion. 
The LCCI SVP shared his expertise 
with the visiting delegation on econom-
ic challenges, energy shortage, federal 
budget, trade deficit, Pak-China Eco-
nomic Corridor and millennium devel-
opment goals. 
He said that the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry aims to pro-
mote trade & investment in the country 

through enacting upon the policies of 
the government and securing a business 
friendly environment in the country.
He said that the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry also tries to 
secure a business-friendly environment 
through sharing views with the govern-
ment. The primary objective of LCCI is 
to protect the interests of the business 
community while remaining commit-
ted to the cause of development of the 
country. 
He said that there are a number of issues 
that must be tackled on priority, the big-
gest one is how to keep the momentum 
of growth in the wake of a less than tar-
geted growth of the Agriculture and the 
Manufacturing sector. The second one 
is the widening gap between exports 
and imports that could be contained by 
reducing import of luxury items. 
Amjad Ali Jawa said that the cut in the 
low input cost would make Pakistani 
products competitive in the internation-
al market where Pakistan is loosing the 
international markets to China, India 
and even Bangladesh. 
He stressed the need for developing re-
gional, product specific and target ori-
ented marketing strategy. New markets 
and new products need to be explored 

to reduce country’s dependence on few 
commodities and countries. He said 
that Pakistan’s exports are highly con-
centrated in few items. Such concentra-
tion in few markets can also become a 
source for instability in export earnings. 
While briefing the participants about 
the LCCI’s role in policy making, he 
said that the LCCI has more than 100 
sector specific Standing Committees. 
These committees collect private sector 
feedback, analyze and filter the same 
through subject experts. 
He said that Chamber monitors the 
budget, anomalies are identified and 
these coupled with revised proposals 
are again communicated to the relevant 
policy making departments. He said 
that the LCCI also keeps liaison with 
foreign missions commercial sections 
and an exchange of information ensured 
especially sector reports. 
He said that the LCCI is also quite con-
scious of its social role. He said that the 
LCCI has a self-sustaining project LA-
BARD on its credit. He said that LA-
BARD is not only acting as placement 
body for the disabled sections of the 
society but also provides relevant train-
ing to the young minds in an effort to 
rehabilitate them.

NIM delegation at LCCI

Group Photo of LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President Nasir Hameed Khan with the delegation 

of 23rd Mid Career Management Course from National Institute of Management Peshawar. LCCI Former President 
Sohail Lashari, LCCI Former Vice President Aftab Ahmed Vohra and other members are also present.
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Energy crisis in Pakistan could be 
overcome by renewable energy re-

sources that are a viable option to meet 
energy demands. Pakistan has vast re-
sources for renewable energy therefore 
policy makers should focus this area in 
the larger interest of trade, industry and 
economy. 
These views were expressed by the 
Chairman Pakistan Council of Scien-
tific & Industrial Research (PCSIR) 
Dr. Shahzad Aalam, the LCCI Pres-
ident Abdul Basit and other experts 
while speaking at National Confer-
ence on “Renewable Energy Promo-
tion & Innovative Technologies” here 
at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry. Convener LCCI Standing 
Committee on Renewable Energy Pro-
motion Saeed Iqbal Bhatti, Asif Saeed, 
Engineer M. Hanif Chaudhry, Capt. ® 
M. Shoaib Hashmi, Engr. Fazal Ahmad, 
Engr. Syed Yasir Hassan, Shafqat Iqbal, 
Engr. Fatima Siddique, Prof. Dr. M. 

Akhyar Farrukh, Arch. Parvaiz Iqbal, 
Arch Shakil Qureshi, M. Yasin, Engr. 
Dr. Javaid Yunas Uppal and Dr. Tariq 
Sharifzada also spoke on the occasion. 
The speakers said that Pakistan is bless-
ed with all kinds of resources that are 
being used around the world as ener-
gy inputs. They narrated the potentials 
available in Pakistan in the form of 
wind, solar, and bio-gas and bagasse 
and distinctively discussed the options 
as well as developments with respect to 
each of them. 
Dr. Shahzad Alam said that PCSIR is 
working for utilization of indigenous 
resources for the development and 
promotion of Industrial sector leading 
to import substitution and export en-
hancement. He said that the Department 
is also carrying out self-sustaining and 
marketable research to contribute in the 
industrialization and economic growth 
of country and human resource de-
velopment through organized training 

courses.
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
the business community in Lahore and 
the surrounding areas, as well as across 
Pakistan, is keen on acquiring economi-
cal and reliable alternative energy solu-
tions to sustain their operations. He said 
a wide range of green technologies are 
available in the world for power gener-
ation, biogas and biofuels production, 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions and 
enhancing productivity and produc-
tion in a sustainable and environment 
friendly manner.
The LCCI President said that said that 
alternate energy options should be ex-
ploited on war-footing. Apart from 
on-going programs and projects by the 
government, a substantial investment 
and policy support is needed for a suc-
cessful energy transition to renewable. 
Private sector must be engaged and 
transition target should be achieved 
through private-public partnerships.

National Conference on

“Renewable Energy Promotion
& Innovative Technologies”

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Chairman Pakistan Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
Dr. Shahzad Aalam, LCCI Former Executive Commiittee Member Syed Iqbal Bhatti at LCCI.
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Energy shortage in Pakistan has under-
lined the need for diversification from 
conventional and costly power genera-
tion methods to low-cost and multi-pur-
pose methods and technologies for ener-
gy efficiency.  
These views were expressed by the LCCI 
President Abdul Basit while speaking at 
awareness session on “Energy Efficien-
cy Initiatives”, jointly organized by the 
LCCI and National Energy Efficiency & 
Conservation Authority (NEECA), here 
at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. The LCCI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Amjad Ali Jawa, Managing Direc-
tor PEECA Qasim Khokhar, Manager 
Technical Asad Mahmood and other ex-
perts also spoke on the occasion. 
The LCCI President said that energy is 
a key to development and uninterrupted 
and affordable supply of power is essen-
tial for accelerated economic growth. 
Energy is also an important economic 
indicator and its availability/shortage 
encourages or discourages the local and 
foreign investors. Unfortunately, coun-

try always faced the challenge of energy shortfall. He said that major reason of gap 
between demand and supply is dependence on fossil fuel for power generation. 
He said that according to available statistics, Pakistan has a total installed capacity of 
23,928 MW and fossil fuel (oil & gas), hydro and nuclear are the principal sources. 
He said that only around 30% chunk of electricity is being generated through hydro 
that is one of the cheapest sources while share of fossil fuel (oil & gas) is around 
64%. He said that Pakistan cannot afford to continue with costly imported oil as 
trade deficit has already broken historic records. He said that promotion of other 
apposite resources for power generation would drastically reduce the oil import bill 
and shrink the gap between imports and exports. 
Abdul Basit said that business community have no doubts about the seriousness of 
present regime in solving the energy crisis as it has already started a number of pow-
er projects but there is a dire need of their completion in the shortest possible time. 
He said that promotion of alternate energy resources would definitely curtail the 
burden from conventional energy system therefore government should bring down 
duties and taxes on the equipment being used for power generation through alternate 
energy resources. 
The LCCI President also called for balanced energy consumption mix, exploitation 
of indigenous resources, 
The LCCI Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa called for energy efficiency mea-
sures saying that it would save huge capital, improve the economy and the envi-
ronment. He said that government should launch awareness campaign for energy 
conservation and should also promote modern technologies in this regard. He said 
that energy-intensive industries must adopt energy efficiency measures that would 
give huge financial benefits.

Energy is a key to development
: LCCI Chief

LCCI Presedent Abdul Basit and Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa presenting LCCI Souviner to Qasim Khokhar 
Managing Director Punjab Energy Efficiency & Conservation Authority.
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LCCI slams PRA action against multinational
The Lahore Chamber of Commerce 

& Industry while expressing grave 
concern over sealing of the regional of-
fice of a multinational company attach-
ment of their account and harassment 
to the employees including females by 
the Punjab Revenue Authority (PRA), 
has called corrective measures on war 
footing to conserve the confidence of 
foreign investors. 
Chief Corporate Affairs & Strategy Of-
ficer of the affected cellular company 
informed the LCCI President through a 
letter that the Punjab Revenue Authority 
conducted a raid at the regional office of 
a multinational, attached their accounts, 
sealed their office in Lahore, harassed 
their employees including female staff, 
children in the daycare facility center 
and foreigners working on various proj-
ects, escorted them out of the premises 
without giving any opportunity to pro-
tect sensitive customer data and equip-
ment. 

He further stated that their company is a 
provider of tele, data and financial ser-
vices. Every day the company impacts 
the lives of over 40 million Pakistanis 
and take pride in socioeconomics con-
tribution to the country which comes in 
the form of investment that stands above 
Rs.360 billion, contribution to the na-
tional exchequer to the tune of Rs.243 
billion and employment creation result-
ing in over 5,000 direct and hundreds 
and thousands of indirect and induced 
jobs. 
The letter stated that such extrajudicial 
practice of Punjab Revenue Authority 
(PRA) would give a big blow to the ef-
forts of the government aimed at promo-
tion of foreign investment. 
The LCCI President said that are con-
tributing greatly to the economy of 
Pakistan and playing a key role in var-
ious areas of the economy. He said that 
no country can even dream about GDP 
growth until and unless participation of 

the multinationals in the economic ac-
tivities. He said that action against one 
of the biggest multinational would irk 
the foreign investors and they add Paki-
stan in their negative list that would hit 
the economy hard. 
“How one can even think to attract more 
foreign investors to the country when 
existing multinationals are being made 
target boards by the government depart-
ments like PRA”, the LCCI President 
questioned. 
Abdul Basit said that foreign inves-
tors and private sector of the country 
should be given breathing space. In the 
presence of such anti-business tactics, 
it would be very difficult for the multi-
nationals and private sector to continue 
with their businesses.  
He urged the Chief Minister Punjab 
Shahbaz Sharif to take notice of the 
situation and order for corrective mea-
sures as bureaucracy is not aware of the 
ground realities. 

Reshifting of Industrial conections from 
RLNG to sui gas demanded

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry has demanded of the Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL) to shift 
back the industrial connections from temporary RLNG to the old Sui Gas. The LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice 

President Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Muhammad Nasir Hameed Khan said that a large number of the members have 
approached to the LCCI and complaint that their industrial gas connections were shifted to the RLNG for a specific time due to 
gas shortage with the assurance that they would be shifted back to the Sui Gas after March 15, 2017. Unfortunately even after 
lapse of the said date, the industrial connections have not been restored to the old Sui Gas tariff which is causing great cost 
problems for the industrialists. 
The LCCI office-bearers said that Pakistani merchandise are already facing tough challenge in the international market because 
of high input cost and they are in a dire need of helping hand from the departments like SNGPL. They said that RLNG is costly 
as compared to natural gas and industries cannot afford to continue with costly fuel. They urged the SNGPL authorities to re-
shift the industrial gas connections from RLNG to the old Sui Gas tariff connections. Moreover, they said, Sui Northern Gas has 
also started advance adhoc billing which must be discontinued for the well being of the industry.
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“Young entrepreneurs need to learn dig-
ital entrepreneurship which is contribut-
ing heavily to the economies of various 
countries. They should use digitaliza-
tion as a tool to create business opportu-
nities, to disseminate information about 
their businesses and to find out new 
partners.”
This was upshot of the speeches deliv-
ered at a seminar on “Digital Entrepre-
neurship,” here at the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. LCCI Presi-
dent Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President 
Amjad Ali Jawa, Convener of LCCI 
Standing Committee on Public/Private 
Linkage & Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Uzma Manzar were prominent 
among the others speakers.
The experts were of the view that dig-
ital marketing could play a major role 
to increase the businesses whether it is 
large or small therefore Pakistani entre-
preneurs should make right moves to 
get desired results. The young entrepre-
neurs should have innovative approach 
and right technology to succeed so that 
they could harness the power of digitali-
zation, the speakers added.
Speaking on the occasion, Abdul Ba-
sit said information technology has 
transformed the way of doing business. 
“Manual business functions have been 
automated with the development of per-
sonal computers, business software and 

internet-based intranets. While com-
panies may develop internal business 
technology to increase the effectiveness 
of business functions, they may also use 
personal digital products to enhance 
operations. Developing different uses 
for information technology and various 
computer-related devices can help com-
panies develop a competitive advan-
tage,” he said.
He said social media allowed a business 
to promote and market its own brand 
with a large number of customers us-
ing social media as a primary source in 
their purchase decisions. He said social 
media is a major element in assisting 
consumers in their decision making pro-
cess while customers and entrepreneurs 
could also interact directly through this 
important segment of information tech-
nology.
Amjad Ali Jawa and Vice President Mu-
hammad Nasir Hameed Khan said digi-
tal marketing is the form of marketing 
that utilizes electronic devices such as 
personal computers, smart phones, cell 
phones, tablets and game consoles to 
engage with stakeholders.
They said by using this significant tool, 
entrepreneurs could easily control their 
consumers and convince them to utilize 
their products. They urged the research 
institutions and researchers to come 
forward to address the gaps in the cur-

rent scenario by developing world-class 
technologies.
Awais Saeed Piracha and Hassan Amjad 
urged the government to utilize max-
imum resources for the promotion of 
Information Technology in the country 
enabling it to join the club of technolog-
ically advanced nations. They said in-
formation technology allows companies 
to reach a larger group of consumers in 
the economic marketplace. Resources 
such social media networks, e-mail mar-
keting, pop-up banner ads on Internet 
websites and other technology-based 
items can help companies saturate the 
economic marketplace. Companies may 
also be able to use these resources to 
reach a younger target market or demo-
graphic group.
They said that younger consumers are 
often more attached to information tech-
nology products than older consumers.
Convener of the LCCI Standing Com-
mittee Uzma Manzar said that research 
is critical to taking a strategic approach 
to planning or economic growth and im-
proved productivity.
It is only through economic growth and 
improved productivity that we could 
create employment opportunity. She 
said leveraging information technology 
in business operations can create a sig-
nificant competitive advantage.

Youth urged to learn digital
entrepreneurship

LCCI President Abdul Basit, Senior Vice President Amjad Ali Jawa, Vice President M Nasir Hameed Khan, EC 
Member Awais Saeed Piracha, Former LCCI Executive Committee Member Hassan Amjad and Convener of LCCI 

Standing Committee on Public/Private Linkage & Entrepreneurship Development Uzma Manzar in a meeting at LCCI.
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The newly appointed Managing Director of the Investment 
Climate Reform Unit (ICRU), Government of Punjab Ms. 

Maleeha Bangash, met LCCI Vice President Nasir Hameed 
Khan while Former Senior Vice President Mr. Almas Hyder 
also present and to discuss the objectives of ICRU and the 
operational strategies which it will employ. They agreed that 
there will be a major role for the private sector to play if the 
ICRU is to be effective, in terms of providing both feedback 
to the Government and public support for the reform activities 
which it will manage.

The discussion also covered the need for reforms which would 
impact not only on the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 
indicators but also on the more broadly based Global Com-
petitiveness Index, which is produced by the World Economic 
Forum – and within which Pakistan’s ranking provides con-
siderable scope for improvement. Ms. Bangash indicated that 
she saw potential for the work of the ICRU to contribute to im-
provements in several of the 12 components which comprise 
the Global Competitiveness Index.

MD ICRU calls on LCCI Vice President

LCCI Vice President NasirHameed Khan in a meeting with

MD Investment Climate Reform Unit (ICRU) Ms. Maleeha Bangash at LCCI

LCCI welcomes LDA moves to decerese 
Commercial fees

The Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry has welcomed the Lahore De-
velopment Authority (LDA) move to 
decrease 10 percent in commercial fees 
from existing 20 percent for establish-
ment of new Educational Institutions 
and Hospitals. 
The LCCI President Abdul Basit said 
that according to new amendment in 
Land Use Rules, 2014 by the Lahore 
Development Authority (LDA), schools 
and hospitals will pay 10 percent of 
commercial fee rather than 20 percent. 
He said that this initiative would go a 
long way as it would bring down the 
establishment cost of Educational Insti-
tutions and Hospitals and enable them 
to provide low-cost educational and fa-
cilities to the masses. He said that now 

Educational Institutions and Hospitals 
are duty bound to transfer benefit of re-
duction in commercial fees to the mass-
es. He said that corporate offices should 
also be given same facility that would 
make the business environment better 
and help trust building between the gov-
ernment and the private sector. 
Meanwhile, the LCCI President urged 
the Lahore Development Authority 
(LDA) to re-commercialize those roads 
that were de-commercialized due to 
reasons unknown. He said that Lahore 
is 2nd largest city of the country and 
rapidly emerging as a hub of trade and 
economic activities. He said that com-
mercialization of major roads of the city 
would attract new investment and give a 
boost to the local economy besides cre-

ating hundreds of new job opportunities. 
Abdul Basit said that commercialization 
of major roads of the city would help 
develop these areas as economic hub 
and not only attract huge investment but 
would also air a good message to the 
foreign investors. He said that it would 
also help revenue of Punjab government 
and no need would remain for imposi-
tion of new taxes or burdening the exist-
ing taxpayers. 
The LCCI President said that the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry is 
ready to give input to Lahore Develop-
ment Authority in this regard. He hoped 
that LDA would act promptly and plan 
to re-commercialize the major roads of 
the city.
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Kalabagh dam should be taken as a mis-
sion by all segments of society as water 
shortage has become a big threat to the 
agro-based economy. These views were 
expressed by the LCCI President Abdul 
Basit while talking to the members of La-
hore Economic Journalists Association 
(LEJA) here at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. LEJA President 
Zahid Abid, senior journalists Muham-
mad Riaz, Mansoor Ahmed, Mazhar 
Iqbal, Sheikh Rasheed also spoke on the 
occasion while Zeeshan Khalil and Awais 
Saeed Piracha were present. The LCCI 
President said that those elements must 
be exposed who are playing the role of 
facilitators to the anti-Pakistani elements 
by opposing the Kalabagh dam. He said 
that country’s biggest export-oriented in-
dustry textile is dependent on agriculture 
sector that is facing huge water deficit. 
He said that further delay in construction 
of Kalabagh dam would further aggra-
vate water and power situation. 
The LCCI President said that the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry is 
achieving its target through policy advo-
cacy and media is also playing a funda-

mental role in this regard and to putting 
forward the LCCI efforts. Abdul Basit 
said that refunds and adjustments of in-
come tax and sales tax have become big-
gest issues and causing huge financial loss 
to the business community. He said that 
a system should be developed in this re-
gard to reduce the worries of the business 
doing people. He informed the partici-
pants government has accepted the LCCI 
proposals regarding double taxations and 
stuck-up refunds and these issues would 
also be resolved in Federal Budget 2017-
18. He said that tax system is complicat-
ed and burdensome which creates room 
for complicities between tax payers and 
the tax collectors. He said that number of 
taxes and frequency of paying taxes must 
be reduced. Moreover, taxes may be paid 
quarterly instead of every month. For that 
matter, all Para tariffs must be merged in 
the main tariffs. Similarly, there should 
be electronic communication between 
taxpayers and tax departments. These 
proposals can make noticeable difference 
and win the confidence of taxpayers. He 
said that government must ensure that 
concerned Chinese investors and compa-

nies engaged in CPEC must consider the 
indigenously produced inputs from Pa-
kistan except those goods which are not 
produced locally. He said that the goods 
which are not manufactured / produced 
in Pakistan, for example, Soybean meal 
and Grandparents Chicks should not be 
taxed. The LCCI President said that bank 
accounts should not be attached without 
prior notice to the taxpayer and after 
seeking approval in writing of Commis-
sioner in the light of reply submitted by 
the taxpayer. He said that the recovery 
should be after the decision of the Tri-
bunal and not before that. Finances of 
business people in their bank accounts 
help sustain their business while when 
they are withdrawn by the department, 
it tantamount to sudden business death”, 
the LCCI President added and further 
said that alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism has to be strengthened and 
FBR must accept its recommendations. 
Zahid Abid said that Lahore Economic 
Journalists Association would continue 
to support the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry in the larger interest of 
trade, industry and economy. 

LCCI Chief terms KBD a mission 
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