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Duly Starting Production of Ophthalmic 
Solutions & Ointments by June, 2021

Queries are invited from the 
pares interested in Exports or 
Contract  Manufacturing 

A state of the art facility engaged in manufacturing 
of pharmaceucal products as per internaonal 
standards and pracces with a range of  products 
of different pharmacological categories,  ophthalmic 
being the speciality which would be ready for 
producon by June, 2021.

internaonal GMP standards pertaining to design, 
ulies, installaons, commissioning, tesng and 
manufacturing have been the part of facility
 as built-in ingredients that are aligned with firm’s 
business focus of export market in all connents 
including Europe and America. 

Mahfooz Qureshi
17-C1, Valancia Town, 
Lahore, Pakistan. 
+924235953991
+923008639935
mahfooz.qureshi@medevo.pk
www.medevo.pk

Contact:
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Tel:
Cell: 
Email:
Web:

94- Sundar Industrial Estate,
Raiwind Road, Lahore, Pakistan. 

Factory Address:
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Pharmaceutical Industry
 in Pakistan

Pharmaceutical Industry
 in Pakistan

Growth Trend of Pharmaceutical Industry 

Pharmaceutical industry is one of the most vibrant 
industries in the country which has grown tre-
mendously since independence. 
There are around 650 pharmaceutical companies 
operating in Pakistan out of which approximate-
ly 30 are multinational companies (MNCc). The 
pharmaceutical industry contributes around 1% to 
the national GDP. The market share of the MNCs 
in the pharmaceutical industry is around 31% 
while the remaining 69% share is with the local 
companies. The size of Pharmaceutical Industry in 
Pakistan is around US $ 3 Billion while the total 

revenue generated by this industry is in excess of 
Rs 400 Billion. The top 25 pharmaceutical compa-
nies in Pakistan generate 60% of the revenue while 
the top 50 generate 80% revenue.
The total number of actively marketed drugs sold 
at licensed pharmacies on prescription is around 
9,000. Furthermore, there is a sizeable segment of 
Over the Counter (OTC) products e.g. multivita-
mins, pain, cold and flu relief.
Majority of the pharmaceutical companies in the 
country are located in Lahore, Karachi, Islamabad/
Rawalpindi and Peshawar.

The pharmaceutical industry in Pakistan exhibit-
ed healthy growth rates from 2014-15 to 2017-18. 
In 2014-15, the industry grew by 6.84% which in-
creased to 8.87% growth in 2016-17 before settling 
to 4.5% in 2017-18.  However in the last two years 

i.e. 2018-19 and 2019-20, the industry exhibited 
negative growth rates of 8.66% and 5.38% respec-
tively. The main reason of the negative growth rates 
for the pharmaceutical industry has been the over-
all slowdown in the economy.

Growth Rate % Trend 2014-15 to 2019-20
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Pharmaceutical Production
This table below shows the production of phar-
maceutical products from 2014-15 to 2019-20. 
The massive devaluation of rupee and the rise in 
interest rates have impacted the pharmaceutical 
production in recent years as vast majority of the 
raw materials are imported from other countries. 
The production of tablets stood at 27.5 billion 
units in 2019-20 as compared to 27.8 billion units 
in 2018-19. The production of syrups in 2019-
20 decreased to 93.7 million litres as compared 

to 100.1 million litres in 2018-19.  The produc-
tion of capsules showed an increase as it stood at 
3.81 billion units in 2019-20 as compared to 3.58 
billion units in 2018-19. Another product which 
showed an increase in production is Ointments 
i.e. 3.34 million kgs in 2019-20 as compared to 
3.25 million Kgs in 2018-19. The production of 
injection decreased marginally in 2019-20 as it 
stood at 1.27 million units as compared to 1.33 
million units in 2018-19.

17

Exports of Pharmaceutical Products
w Pakistan’s pharmaceutical exports have re-
mained stagnant around 200 million dollars 
since the last few years. The exports in 2019 stood 
at US$ 217.6 million as compared to US$ 198.9 
million in 2018, an increase of around 9%. The 

exports of pharmaceutical products in 2016 and 
2017 remained around 207 million dollars. It 
must be noted that an increase in exports in units 
terms did not translate into increase in dollar 
terms due to massive devaluation.
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Products-wise Exports of 
Pharmaceuticals by Pakistan
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Country-Wise Pharmaceutical 
Exports of Pakistan

The major markets for the pharmaceutical 
products exported by Pakistan are Afghan-
istan, Sri Lanka and Philippines which ac-
count for about 31% (67.1 million dollars), 
10% (21.76 million dollars) and 9.7% (21.15 
million dollars) of Pakistan’s pharmaceuti-

cal exports respectively.
Pakistan also has sizeable exports of phar-
maceutical products to Cambodia, Myan-
mar and Viet Nam with export volume of 
10.2 million dollars, 9.5 million dollars and 
8.2 million dollars respectively.

(US$ Thousand)



Imports of Pharmaceutical Products
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Pakistan’s Pharma Export 
Trend to Major Markets

As compared to the exports, the volume of 
the imports of our pharmaceutical products is 
considerably higher as it includes all raw ma-
terials. The imports of pharmaceutical prod-
ucts in 2019 stood at 798.2 million dollars as 

compared to 881.6 million in 2018, exhibiting 
a decrease of 9.4 million dollars. The imports 
of pharmaceutical products in 2016 and 2017 
stood at 715 million dollars and 788 million 
dollars respectively.

(US$ Thousand)
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Major Supplying Markets for Pharmaceutical
 Imports of Pakistan 

Product-wise Imports of Pharmaceuticals 
by Pakistan

(US$ Thousand)

(US$ Million)



Challenges faced by Pharmaceutical 
Industry and Recommendations
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Pakistan’s Pharma Import Trend from 
Major Supplying Markets 

It is becoming increasingly challenging for Pa-
kistan’s pharmaceutical industry to meet the 
burgeoning demand of the local market due to 
a lack of resource availability. Furthermore, the 
activities to enhance revenues through exports 

have been significantly curtailed due to strin-
gent export barriers introduced by the current 
regulatory regime. The operational profitability 
is also restricted due to pricing regulations.

The major supplying markets for the pharma-
ceutical imports of Pakistan are France, Bel-
gium, Germany and Switzerland which contrib-
ute 13.8% (110.39 million dollars), 13% (103.63 
million dollars), 11.5% (91.79 million dollars) 

and 10.4% (82.74 million dollars) to the phar-
maceutical imports.  Pakistan also has sizeable 
imports of pharmaceutical products from Italy 
(60.49 million dollars), China (50.94 million 
dollars) and USA (47.85 million dollars).

(US$ Thousand)
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Ban on import of APIs

• The ban on imports of APIs (Active Pharma 
Ingredients) and excipients from India due to 
geo-political turbulence in the region has re-
sulted in critical shortages in the manufactur-
ing of essential medicines. This problem is fur-
ther exacerbated as the said APIs are exclusively 
produced in India and thus sourcing them from 
elsewhere is not a feasible option. Additional-
ly, GMP does not allow changes in APIs with-
out rigorous stability studies which are both 
time-consuming and financially challenging.
• It is thus recommended that the Government 
should review such bans that adversely cause 
shortages in the market and hamper the local 
healthcare infrastructure’s ability to provide af-
fordable and reliable medicine in a timely man-
ner. Both short-term and long-term impact 
must be studies before any such policy decision.

Limited APIs Production
 in the Country

• Due to multiple reasons, the production of 
APIs within Pakistan is severely limited. As a 
consequence, Pakistan’s pharma manufactur-
ers are heavily reliant on importing APIs from 
abroad. 
• In order to establish a more self-sufficient op-
erating model for businesses and the industry 
overall, it is recommended that the Government 
should formulate favorable long-term policies 
that focus on indigenous pharma manufactur-
ing through identifying and encompassing the 
needs of all stakeholders.

Price Regulations

• The pricing policy regulating the drugs should 
be revised as the current restrictions warrant 
overly meticulous and time consuming approv-
als from the Government without which the   
price adjustments cannot be made. Open mar-

ket competition will result in favourable pricing 
for the masses. Essential Drugs should fall un-
der price-control regimen as is the international 
practice.  
• After applying for Hardship Case (for price re-
vision), a firm has to wait even more than a year 
to get the requested price. This time should be 
reduced to a maximum of three months as en-
visaged under law but not implemented result-
ing in litigation and shortage of critical drugs.
• When one company gets hardship price then 
this price should be available for all the manu-
facturers of the same molecule.
• There should be uniformity of price i.e. one 
molecule, one price.

Complex CTD Dossier

• The newly formatted CTD (common technical 
document) dossier is extensively lengthy, com-
plex and requires an ambiguously large amount 
of information. 
• Old molecules which are already registered 
and available in the country should not require 
registration as per the CTD format. Safety pro-
tocols of such molecules are well-established. 
More competition will not only lead to better 
pricing in the market for the masses but also en-
sure access to medicine which should be a prime 
objective of any government. The Covid-19 
pandemic and its impact on the international 
supply chains has clearly demonstrated that our 
country needs sufficient levels of inventories of 
medicines to ensure access to medicines.
• Timeline for implementation of CTD Dossier 
should reviewed and it should be required only 
for New Molecules.

Complex Product Registration Process

• Product registration after dossier submissions 
entails lengthy discussions and review meetings 
that incur considerable time and financial op-
portunity costs. At times, post-submission re-
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view meetings are held after significant delays 
and dossier rejections are communicated long 
after initial submissions with only a few minor 
observations. 
• It is recommended that frequent registration 
board meetings and prompt feedbacks can sig-
nificantly reduce the time and complexity associ-
ated with the product registration process.
• There should be standard timelines for regis-
tration of a product (especially older molecules) 
and these should be strictly followed by DRAP.
• Export Registrations should be considered out 
of queue and on file basis instead of Board meet-
ings.

Quality Constraints due to
Taxes & Duties

• The sales taxes and duties levied on the im-
port of pharmaceutical plant, machinery, Qual-
ity Control (QC) equipment (HPLC, FTIR, UV 
Spectrometers) and packaging material etc. dis-
courage their imports. Due to non-availability 
of these critical assets, product quality is signifi-
cantly hampered which are uncompetitive in 
international markets. These are the minimum 
requirements of international market and cost of 
pharma industry is increased tremendously due 
to these taxes and duties.
• It is recommended that taxes on imports of 
plant, machinery, QC equipment and packaging 
material should be rationalized so that the qual-
ity of pharmaceutical products is not compro-
mised.

Tariff Issues 

• Although the Government has given sales tax 
exemptions on raw materials of pharmaceutical 
industry, the various packing materials are still 
facing the sales tax which is adding tremen-
dously to the cost of production of the pharma-
ceutical companies. There is no sales tax on the 
end-product and the pharmaceutical industry 

cannot claim any sales tax benefit already paid 
on the packing materials many of which are only 
used by the pharmaceutical industry (pharma 
glass bottles, glass ampoules, glass vials, eye drop 
bottles, iv bags etc.). We recommend that tax ex-
emptions may also be extended to the packing 
materials of pharmaceutical industry to increase 
its competitiveness.
• Cleanroom Panels are an essential component 
for the export of pharmaceutical products but the 
government has imposed 23% Customs Duty on 
it in addition to Sales Tax (10%) and Additional 
Sales Tax (1.5%). The Custom Duty on Clean-
room Panels should be reduced to zero and Ad-
ditional Sales Tax on it should also be eliminated.
 Zero Rating for Pharmaceutical Sector: 
• Pharmaceutical sector holds great importance 
in world economy as its global trade is in excess 
of 600 Billion dollars (3% of global trade). In Pa-
kistan, no special taxation incentives are provid-
ed to the pharmaceutical sector. We recommend 
that the incentives which are currently provided 
to the five zero rated sectors should also be pro-
vided to the pharmaceutical sector to increase its 
export competitiveness.

GMP Certificate

• The drug regulatory authorities of various 
countries issue one GMP certificate (Good Man-
ufacturing Practices) to their respective phar-
maceutical companies for exporting pharma-
ceutical products to any country. However in 
Pakistan, the pharmaceutical companies have 
to get separate GMP certificate for each country 
from DRAP (Drug Regulatory Authority of Paki-
stan) for exporting to each country. This results 
in lot of delays and hence the issuance of GMP 
certificates needs to be rationalized to support 
the pharmaceutical industry.
• DRAP should issue a General GMP certificate 
without any country name. This will save tre-
mendous time for exporting companies.
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Certifications

• The major obstacle in enhancing the exports 
of pharmaceutical products to developed mar-
kets like USA and European Countries is the 
certification requirements e.g. US Food and 
Drug Administration (USFDA), UK’s Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA). These certifications are extremely cost-
ly. Government should support the pharmaceu-
tical companies in getting these costly certifica-
tions through the EDF Funding. 
• It is worth mentioning that India has taken a 
lead in the region as its pharmaceutical exports 
have crossed US$ 16 Billion which is more than 
70 times of our pharmaceutical exports. More 
than 500 companies in India are USFDA/MHRA/
WHO approved. To enhance our pharmaceuti-
cal exports, the Government of Pakistan should 
facilitate the large pharmaceutical companies in 
getting the certifications through EDF Funding.

 Pharma Export Council

• The Commerce Ministry has already finalized 
the mechanism for setting up Export Councils in 
various sectors. 
• The aim of the council shall be Fast track doc-
umentation related to export dossiers and NOCs 
required to effect export shipment and effective 
networking with help of Ministry of Commerce 
and Ministry of NHS R&C as well as Pakistani 
Commercial Consulate offices with relevant reg-
ulatory authorities of targeted export territories 
to seek preferential status as to fast track regis-
trations for Pakistani pharmaceutical companies 
and products.  
• The council shall work on regular trade dele-
gations/trade shows to and from the potential 
export territories to increase the current market 
share in the relevant export territory. This will 
help in identifying new potential export markets 
as well as develop synergies with the help of Min-
istry of Commerce and Ministry of NHS R&C as 
well as Pakistani Commercial Consulate offices 

operating therein to identify distributors and po-
tential buyers in the export territory 

Support for Export

• Bioequivalence (BE) Studies have become 
an integral part of the product registration 
dossier, nearly all semi-regulated to medi-
um regulated markets require complete Bio-
equivalence studies from WHO Approved 
BE Centre / CRO / Laboratory (based in Jor-
dan. Malaysia, Egypt, Romania,   Indonesia, 
Czech Republic, Saudi Arabia, Canada etc.) 
to ensure that the product being applied for 
registration in the country is of the same 
quality and standard and can be clinical-
ly interchangeable with the originator. The 
Bioequivalence Studies cost charged by the 
WHO approved BE Centre varies between 
USD 30,000/- to USD 50,000/- per study 
depending on the product for which the BE 
Studies is conducted. 
• Similarly, product registration in export 
markets is a long and tedious exercise that 
demands heavy investments. Developing 
countries have registration and allied costs of 
over USD 10,000/- per product.   
• It is recommended that investments made 
on BE studies or product registration by the 
manufacturer exporter be refunded. It is also 
recommended that the Central Research 
Fund (CRF) collected from pharmaceutical 
Sector for past many decades be invested/uti-
lized in this respect or a new WHO Approved 
BE Centre be established so that the relevant 
studies can be conducted within Pakistan. It 
is important to note that there are more than 
25 Approved BE Centers in India whose stud-
ies are acceptable by the regulated markets of 
GCC. Export Development Fund (EDF) may 
also be instructed to facilitate in this respect 
as per past practice through TDAP.   
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Potential Markets for Pakistan’s 
Pharmaceutical Industry 

Country wise Pharmaceuticals 
Imports of the African region 

• Africa is a great potential market for Pakistan’s 
pharmaceutical exports as it accounts for 2.6% 
of the global pharmaceutical imports. The total 
pharmaceutical imports of the African region 
are 16.8 Billion Dollars. The major import-

ers of pharmaceutical products in Africa are 
Egypt, South Africa, Algeria and Nigeria which 
account for 16%, 14%, 10% and 9% of African 
pharmaceutical imports.

• Pakistan’s pharmaceutical exports to Africa are merely 35.7 million dollars and directed mainly to 
Kenya, Egypt and Sudan. This means that Pakistan has a share of only 0.2% in the Africa’s pharma-
ceutical imports.

(US$ Thousand)
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Country Wise Pharmaceuticals Imports
 of the Central Asian Republics

Pakistan’s Country wise Pharmaceuticals 
Exports to the African region

• Pakistan can also tap the emerging pharmaceutical market of the Central Asian Republics. The 
global pharmaceutical imports of Central Asian Republics are 2.42 Billion Dollars and dominated 
by Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan with share of 47% and 38% respectively.

• Pakistan’s pharmaceutical exports to Central Asian Republics are only 12.8 million dollars and 
directed mainly to Uzbekistan (7.6 million dollars), Kazakhstan (2.8 million dollars) and Kyr-
gyzstan (1.6 million dollars).

(US$ Thousand)

(US$ Thousand)
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Pakistan’s Country Wise Pharmaceuticals Exports 
to the Central Asian Republics

• The commercial sections of the Pakistan Embassies in African region and Central Asian Repub-
lics can play an important role in linking the Pakistan pharmaceutical exporters with their pro-
spective buyers in these markets. The exchange of export oriented delegations in the major Afri-
can and Central Asian Markets would prove to be vital in this connection.

Relevant Government Officials
(Ministry of National Health Services Regulations & Coordination)

Dr. Faisal Sultan

Mr. Aamir Ashraf

051-9245814
051-9245717
051-9245811
0519255709

Special Assistant to
 PM on Health

Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP)

Asim Rauf 051-9107316 
051-9107416

Chief Executive Officer

Federal Secretary

Government of Punjab

Dr. Yasmin Rashid

Nabeel Ahmad
Capt. Usman Younis

042-99214733-4
042-99204567

042 -99206262
042-99206277

042-99204567

Provincial Minister
 

Secretary

Secretary

(US$ Thousand)
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Export of Pharmaceuticals
& Alternative Medicine

Dr . Riaz Ahmed
Executive Committee Member (LCCI)

Export of Pharmaceuticals& Alternative Medicine
We are far behind for the export of pharmaceutical, neutraceutical& 
Herbal products as compare to India & even Bangladesh. Trade devel-
opment authority of Pakistan is playing a pivotal rule in this sector. Now it 
is turn of private sector to come forward to play his role. DRAP already co-operating for export by 
giving incentives like registration for export purpose on fast track, issuing of COPP & free sale cer-
tificates without delay. As COPP & FSC is the part dossier which we are submitting for registration 
of our product in importing country. It is our demand from DRAP that it should be without fee.
How new companies can start their export.
For those companies which still not exporting their products should emphasize on easy market. 
What meant by easy market?
Easy markets are where there is still Factory inspection is not mandatory like 
1-Cambodia
2-Myanmar
3-Kyrgyzstan
4-Aghanistan
The Products registration 
fee is not too much high like
1-Cambodia  
2-Myanmar
3-Philippine  
4-Sri Lanka
The Countries where you 
can make more than one
 Distributors Like.
1-Cambodia  
2-Myanmar
3-Uzbakistan  
4- Kyrgyzstan
5-Kazakhstan  6- Philippine
For Export, you should have to visit that country. I think, you can take start from Cambodia& Myan-
mar. Find one or two contacts of importers & after correspondence visit that country, which is not 
difficult, In Cambodia, for Pakistanis visa is on arrival, law & order situation is very good. This is 
tourist country, very good hotels at affordable prices, Halal food is easily available. Doctors likes 
Pakistan’s pharmaceutical products, they are convinced from efficacy. You will get registration of 

YANGON, MYANMAR
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Product within six months.
For Myanmar, you will visit Yangoon(capital) which is also tourist city. Law & order 
situation is good in Yangoon .Hotels are now a little bit expensive as compare to 
Cambodia.Halal food is easily available. You can travel through thai Airways. Reg-
istration process is a little bit lengthy, which take at least one and half year. You can 
visit at the tomb of Bahadur Shah Zafar.In Yangoon, there is about 16% Muslim 
population. Near to tablighi markaz, you will find sweet & tea like in Pakistan. In 
some masjids; you will find peoples speaking Urdu because in those Masjids there is 
education of Arabic & Urdu.
For Neutraceutical/Herbal products. We have more scope in this field because 
1-Registration process is much easy as compare to Pharma products 2-Factory in-
spection is mandatory only by few countries 3-Time of registration process is much 
short. 4-Registation fee in minimal. 5-No need of CTD dossier. 6-There is no need 
of Boiequalace study. 7-You can easily export to developed countries. 
But at the same time, countries in Far East, Africa, central Asia are manufacturing 
good quilty products. Pakistan can export to Russia, Europe, UK& even USA in this 
sector.

PHNOM PENH CAMBODIA



Chairman CPEC Authority Lt General Asim Saleem 
Bajwa assured his full support to Lahore Chamber for 
its plan to hold Gwadar Business Moot in Gwadar in 
the month of March.
While talking to President of the Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry Mian Tariq Misbah, the 
Chairman CPEC Authority said that it is a huge proj-
ect that can change destiny of Pakistan
“I would visit LCCI soon to share upcoming business 
opportunities in Gwadar”, Lt General (R) Asim Sal-
eem Bajwa said.
He said that work on CPEC project is in full swing 
and under developed areas are being given impor-
tance. 
Chairman CPEC Authority stressed upon the need 
for projecting CPEC as a regional connectivity ini-
tiative to make Pakistan emerge as an economically 
developing state.
“Prime objective of the CPEC is to improve the lives 
of people of Pakistan by building an economic cor-
ridor promoting bilateral connectivity, construction, 
explore potential bilateral investment, economic and 
trade, logistics and people to people contact for re-
gional connectivity”, he said and added that this mega 
project include integrated Transport & IT systems 
including Road, Rail, Port, Air and Data Commu-
nication Channels, Energy Cooperation, Industrial 
& economic zones, Agricultural Development, So-
cio-Economic Development, Tourism Cooperation & 
People to People Communication etc. 
LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah congratulated 
both Pakistani and Chinese Governments, Armed 
Forces of Pakistan, contractors, logistic companies, 
construction companies and every individual who 
has been involved in turning this dream into reality. 
He said that there should be a level playing field for 
both the Chinese and local investors. So far, it has 
been observed that many products for CPEC projects 
are being imported at zero duties even though these 
products are manufactured locally. 
Mian Tariq Misbah said that in order to make sure that 
our industrial sector and economy benefit through 
CPEC, local raw materials should be given preference 
in CPEC projects and only those raw materials which 
not manufactured locally should be zero rated. This 

will also make sure that raw materials imported from 
China for various CPEC projects are not being traded 
in local market.
“On the model of automobile industry in Pakistan, 
the Chinese investors should also be encouraged to 
develop local vendor industry in Pakistan for the sup-
ply of raw materials for the CPEC projects. This will 
especially help to boost the SME sector in Pakistan”, 
the LCCI President added. 
He said that while many energy and road infra-
structure projects have been completed under the 
CPEC, the progress on the completion of Special 
Economic Zones planned under CPEC is really 
slow. We recommend that the pace of development 
activities on Special Economic Zones should be re-
ally expedited.
Mian Tariq Misbah said that business community 
strongly feels that Government should extend the 
same Tax concessions/other incentives to local inves-
tors as it is extending to Chinese investors to provide a 
level playing field for entrepreneurs of both countries.
He said that establishment of Joint Technical/Test-
ing Labs in SEZs developed under CPEC to serve the 
needs of export industries and assistance in Chinese 
standards conformance and certification.

LCCI to hold Business Moot in Gwadar in March

Chairman CPEC assures full support
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Advisor to Prime Minister on 
Commerce & Investment Ab-
dul Razak Dawood has said that 

Regulatory Duty and Additional Duty 
on those raw materials will be abolished 
which are not being produced locally. 
He was talking to the LCCI President 
Mian Tariq Misbah, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Nasir Hameed Khan, LCCI former 
Presidents Mian Misbah-ur-Rehman 
and Ch. Zafar Iqbal during an infor-
mal meeting at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. 
The Advisor said that that custom duty 
on those raw materials will also be re-
duced to make Pakistani products more 
competitive.
He said that banking agreements with 
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan are well on 
the way. Trade with these countries will 
be regularized and smooth once these 
agreements are finalized. 
Abdul Razak Dawood said that councils 
are being established to give quantum 
jump to the exports of leather, mango, 
potato, kinno and dates. He was opti-
mistic that this step would yield good 
results for the economy of Pakistan. 
“Prime objective of the government is 
economic stability of the country and all 
out efforts are being made to achieve the 
desired goal”, The Advisor added. 
LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah 
said that the issue of a steep rise in trade 
deficit needs urgent attention of the 
Government. Our trade deficit in the 
period July-December 2020 stood at 

12.36 billion dollars which is around 6% 
higher than the trade deficit of 11.67 bil-
lion dollars in the period July-Decem-
ber 2019.
The LCCI President said that the pro-
cess of Refunds for our exporters needs 
to be streamlined. Recently due to a 
technical error in the Refunds system 
which resulted in wrong issuance of Re-
funds, notices were issued to the mem-
bers of Business community and false 
cases were registered. He asked the PM 
Advisor to play a supporting role in this 
matter so that the business community 
is not wrongly victimized. Government 
should focus on fixing the technical 
problems in Sales Tax e-Refund system 
so that swift and transparent issuance of 
refunds to the exporters can be assured.
“To increase our export competitive-
ness across diverse sectors, the incen-
tives which are currently provided to 
the export-oriented sectors should also 
be provided to other export sectors e.g. 
Pharmaceuticals, Rice, Halal Meat, En-
gineering etc. The Refunds of these sec-
tors should also be processed through 
the new faster system”, Mian Tariq Mis-
bah added. 
He said that engineering sector holds 
great importance in world economy as 
its share in global trade is around 52%. 
In Pakistan, however no tax incentives 
are given to engineering sector. Phar-
maceutical sector also holds great im-
portance in world economy as its global 
trade is in excess of 600 Billion dollars 

(3% of global trade). Majority of the tax 
incentives in Pakistan are given to Tex-
tile sector whose share in world trade is 
just around 4%. 
He said that there is a great need to im-
prove our infrastructure in Testing Lab-
oratories and Standard Certification to 
enhance our export competitiveness. 
He said that the rate of 17% Sales tax on 
the inputs of various export oriented in-
dustries is extremely high and needs to 
be brought down.
The LCCI President further Pakistan’s 
export products are heavily concentrat-
ed in textiles, rice and a few other items. 
There is a need to diversify our exports, 
especially focusing on potential sec-
tors like Pharmaceuticals, Engineering 
Industry, Halal Food and Information 
Technology etc.
He said that All Raw Materials not 
manufactured locally must attract zero 
Custom Duties. Government must also 
eliminate Regulatory Duties and 2% 
Additional Custom Duty on Raw ma-
terials not manufactured locally to in-
crease the competitiveness of our prod-
ucts. He said that Clean Room Panels 
are imported for use in pharmaceuticals 
sector and should be exempted from 
Sales Tax.
“It should be made sure that electricity 
tariff for the export oriented industries 
remains competitive as any tariff in-
crease results in increasing the cost of 
doing business exorbitantly”, he con-
cluded.  

Dawood 
promises 
sharp cut in 
duties on raw 
materials
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Technology-based industrialization 
is our future: Minister

Federal Minister for Science 
& Technology Fawad Hussain 
Chaudhry has said that future 
of the country is associated with 
modern technologies. The govern-
ment aimed at turning Pakistan 
into a technological power.  
He was speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony of LCCI App 
for Apple IOS and Upgraded 
Website of LCCI Radio FM 98.6 
at the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry on Saturday. 
LCCI President Mian Tariq Mis-
bah, Vice President Tahir Manzo-
or Chaudhry, former Presidents 
Mian Misbah ur Rehman, Sohail 
Lashari, Executive Committee 
Members and Convener, S/C on 
IT infrastructure & Development 
Muhammad Haroon Arora also 
spoke on the occasion. 
“We are keeping close eye on tech-
nological advancement”, the Fed-
eral Minister said and added that 
there was a lack of attention to the 
science and technology in past. 
He said that the decision in past to 
turn Pakistan’s economy into im-
port-based on the pattern of Dubai 
and Singapore was wrong. Credit 
goes to Prime Minister who has 
revived the industrialization and 
manufacturing in the country. He 
said that Civil and Military inter-
face has been created and now they 
are exchanging their researches. 
The Minister said that we were im-
porting medical equipment when 
first wave of COVID-19 hit the 

country but now Pakistan is one of 
18 countries who are manufactur-
ing ventilators. 
FHe said that farms for cannabis 
production are being established in 
Jhelum, Peshawar, Chakwal and Is-
lamabad.  He informed the partici-

pants that Pakistan have the most 
lucrative electric vehicles auto pol-
icy. Electric vehicles will take over 
the others and will also help reduce 
environment pollution.  LCCI Presi-
dent Mian Tariq Misbah said that in 
this era of Information Technology 
and digitization, every professional 
and organization has to keep pace 
with the requirements of modern-
ization. He said that LCCI launched 
its app in December 2020 for an-
droid users but keeping in view the 
needs of iPhone users and ensuring 
its presence on Apple App Store, our 
team has introduced another edition 
of LCCI App. He said that Lahore 
Chamber also enjoys the distinction 
of having state-of-the-art setup of 
FM Radio. He said that our team has 
also upgraded the Website of LCCI 

FM Radio. He lauded the efforts of 
Muhammad Haroon Arora in this 
regard.  
The LCCI President said that today, 
Pakistan is facing a number of chal-
lenges almost at all the fronts. 
Mian Tariq Misbah said that the 

role of science and technology in 
the world trade is increasing rapid-
ly. In Pakistan, there is a dire need 
to transform our industrial sector 
through the use of technology so 
that we can transition away from 
producing low value added prod-
ucts to an economy that produc-
es medium to high technology 
products. This will play an inte-
gral part in enhancing our ex-
port competitiveness. 
LCCI Vice President Tahir 
Manzoor Chaudhry said that 
Information technology has 
transformed the way of doing 
business. He said that we have 
to kept deep eye on the rapidly 
changing scenario in the science 
and technology and focus on in-
novation. 
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Chambers of Commerce & In-
dustry should come up with 
joint proposals for the federal 
budget which would help in for-
mulating business friendly pol-
icies. The suggestion was jointly 
presented by the Federation of 
Pakistan Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry President 
Nasir Hayat Magoon and the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry President Mian 
Tariq Misbah during a meeting 
at LCCI on Tuesday. LCCI Se-
nior Vice President Nasir Ha-
meed Khan, Vice President Ta-
hir Manzoor Chaudhry, FPCCI 
Senior Vice President Khwaja 
Shahzeb Akram, FPCCI former 
President Mian Anjum Nisar, 
LCCI former President Mu-
hammad Ali Mian, Irfan Iqbal 
Sheikh and Executive Commit-
tee Members also spoke on the 
occasion. FPCCI President said 
that the public-private part-
nership is the best solution to 
the problems being faced by 
the business community and 

is also a good recipe for eco-
nomic revival of the country. 
He said that stakeholders must 
be taken on board while for-
mulating trade and industry 
related policies. He said that 
business community wants to 
pay taxes but a well consulted 
method should be adopted. He 
called for a level-playing field 
not only for the exporters but 
also for the domestic industry. 
He said that improving exports’ 
performance remains the most 
relevant long-term structural 
challenge to alleviate the bal-
ance-of-payments constraint to 
sustained economic growth. He 
suggested the relevant govern-
ment departments to join hands 
with the private sector for find-
ing a methodology for increas-
ing the exports of the country. 
The FPCCI President said that 
cottage industry is backbone 
of the economy. He said that 
land should be allocated for the 
cottage industry. LCCI Presi-
dent Mian Tariq Misbah said 

that COVID-19 has changed 
the shape of economy. During 
the year 2019-20, growth rate 
of GDP and large scale manu-
facturing sector remained neg-
ative 0.4 per cent and negative 
7.8 per cent respectively. 
He said that in order to tackle 
the current challenges, a new 
and concrete strategy has to be 
worked out. He said that joint 
budget proposals would go a 
long way. 
The LCCI President said that 
exorbitant cost of land in in-
dustrial estates is hampering 
the process of industrialization. 
He said that cost of land should 
be brought down. 
The LCCI President added 
that the government should 
zero customs duty on all raw 
materials which are not man-
ufactured locally while it has 
also been proposed to the gov-
ernment that regulatory duty 
and additional customs duty 
on these raw materials should 
also be abolished.

High cost of land 
hampering industrialization
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Deputy Chairman Senate Sal-
eem Mandviwalla on Monday 
called for a Charter of Econo-
my that should be followed by 
all the governments saying that 
it is need of the hour. 

He was speaking at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry. LCCI President 
Mian Tariq Misbah presented 
the address of welcome while 
Vice President Tahir Manzoor 
Chaudhry, former LCCI Presi-
dents Mian Misbah-ur-Rehman, 
Zafar Iqbal Chaudhry, Sohail 
Lashari, former Senior Vice Pres-
ident Amjad Ali Jawa, former 
Vice President Zeshan Khalil and 
Executive Committee Members 
also spoke on the occasion. 
The Deputy Chairman Sen-
ate said that economic policies 
should not be changed according 
to the wishes of political parties 
as no country can move ahead 
without a stable economy. 
On demand of the LCCI Pres-
ident, he said that Chambers 

should form a committee in col-
laboration with the Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry that will be notified and 
will be called in the meetings of 
concerned Senate committees. 

He admitted that issue of refunds 
is hitting the business sectors 
hard. While calling for an out 
of the box solution, the Deputy 
Chairman Senate said that sys-
tem of refunds should be fully 
automatic on the pattern of de-
veloped countries. “I would take 
this matter with the Finance 
Minister”, he added. 
Saleem Mandviwalla said that 
all export-oriented industries 
should be zero-rated. He fur-
ther said that existing volume 
of exports is a matter of con-
cern. Pakistan’s exports are far 
less than Bangladesh and Viet-
nam despite the fact that coun-
try has the ability to boost the 
exports to $ 50 billion. 
He underlined the need for a 
separate system for Export De-

velopment Fund. He said that 
EDF should have a separate 
bank account and should be 
given directly to the business 
community. 
He said that budget process 
starts from January and budget 
proposals of business commu-
nity should be reached to the 
government, FBR and Senate 
by the end of February so that 
these can be discussed and be 
made part of budget docu-
ment. 
He further pointed out that 
he has received many requests 
from all over the country 
from businessmen who have 
been harassed by National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
which should not be allowed 
to take action against the busi-
ness community as the busi-
nessmen and industrialists are 
already dealing with other de-
partments including the FBR, 
FIA, SECP and others hence, 
there is no need for NAB. In-
stead, NAB should facilitate the 
business community by open-
ing up a helpdesk at LCCI as 
done in Islamabad Chamber. 
“Only trade and industry can 
put the country on the path of 
economic stability”, the Deputy 
Chairman Senate said and add-
ed that industry cannot play its 
due role in the presence of gas 
shortage, high input cost and 
delay in refunds etc. 

Charter of Economy need of the 
hour: Saleem Mandviwalla
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Pakistani entrepreneurs should 
step into the joint ventures with 
their Belgian counterparts and 
pharmaceuticals, gem & jew-
elry and diamond are the most 
lucrative areas. 
These views were expressed 
by the Trade Commissioner of 
Belgium Abid Hussain while 
talking to the LCCI President 
Mian Tariq Misbah, Senior 
Vice President Nasir Hameed 
Khan and Vice President Tahir 
Manzoor Chaudhry at the La-
hore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. Executive Commit-
tee Members Haji Asif Sehar, 
Naeem Hanif and Ali Afzal, 
were also present. 
Abid Hussain said that phar-

maceuticals and gem & jew-
elry sectors of Belgium are 
advanced and abundant with 
opportunities for investment 
and joint ventures. Pakistani 
businessmen should come for-
ward and avail these opportu-
nities. “A Pakistani company is 
already investing in pharma-
ceutical sector of Belgium but 
this sector of Pakistani should 

make strong presence there”, he 
added. 
LCCI President Mian Tariq 
Misbah said that Pakistan and 
Belgium have been steady in-
vestment and trading partners 
for the last many years. Among 
the top exporting and import-
ing countries for Pakistan in 
EU, Belgium is ranked at 6th 
and 7th places respectively.  

Pakistani companies invited to start JVs in Belgiam

The Ambassador of Italy Andreas Ferrarese on 
Tuesday called on the President of Lahore Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry Mian Tariq Mis-
bah.  During the meeting, they have agreed to 
enhance mutual ties especially in areas of trade 
and economy. 
LCCI Senior Vice President Muhammad Nasir 
Hameed Khan, Executive Committee Members 
Chaudhry Khadim Hussain and Shahid Nazir 

were also present on the occasion. 
The Ambassador said that that Italy gives utmost 
importance to its relations with Pakistan and all 
out efforts would be made to boost the economic 
ties.  He said the Italian government is commit-
ted to strengthening ties with Pakistan wherever 
it finds any opportunity for mutual collabora-
tions. He said that Italy has savings in excess of 
5 Trillion Dollars so it has a lot of fiscal space to 
undertake investment projects. He said that Pa-
kistani investors should come forward and avail 
investment opportunities. 
LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah said that It-
aly is an important trading partner of Pakistan 
in Europe which comes at 5th place among the 
top exporting destinations for Pakistan and for 
the first time it has come at 1st place among the 
major supplying markets for Pakistan’s imports 
in European Union. 

Joint efforts can bring mutual trade to $ 5 billion: Italian Envoy
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Joint venture starts for Pakistan’s first 
Virtual supply of LNG to Industry

It is time to invest in Pakistan, LCCI Chief tells US delegation

Pakistan’s first virtual system for supply of LNG to 
Off-GRID clients nationwide soon as the government 
has issued license to private sector who all set the start 
its operation from August and in this connection, JVs 
are being signed. This was stated by the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of LNG Easy Mian Yasir Hamid while 
speaking at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah, Vice 
President Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry, former FPCCI 
President Mian Anjum Nisar and Executive Commit-

tee Members also spoke on the occasion.
Mian Yasir Hamid said that Pakistan is currently 
facing serious shortage of gas for power generation 
resulting in closure of thousands of industrial and 
commercial units and specially SME sector rendering 
millions of people out of job. He said that the country’s 
economic and social development has been severely 
hampered and millions of dollars of investment in the 
industries are being jeopardized.
LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah hoped that LNG 
Easy will succeed in becoming the pioneer company 
in Pakistan for distributing Liquefied Natural Gas 
through Cryogenic Tanks all across the country. He 
was optimistic that the remote industrial clients who 
have little or no access to natural gas during the year 
will be greatly benefitted by way of getting LNG at 
their door step with the help of Plug & Play LNG Mo-
bile Filling Platform. 

Stable contacts between the private sectors of Paki-
stan and United States would help to extract more 
benefits through the trade and investment oppor-
tunities available in both the countries.
These views were expressed by President of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry Mian 
Tariq Misbah while talking a delegation from Unit-
ed States led by the Member of Democratic State 
Central Committee Ms. Aisha Khan at the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry. LCCI Vice 
President Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry and former 
LCCI President Sohail Lashari also spoke on the 
occasion.
 The LCCI President said that Pakistan is a land 
of opportunities for the foreign investors and it is 
the right time to invest here in the potential areas 
including Pharmaceuticals, Leather, Light Engi-
neering, Surgical Instruments, Processed Food, Fi-

nancial Services, Retail Sector, Agriculture, Infor-
mation Technology, Poultry and Meat processing 
etc.  Head of the US delegation Aisha Khan said 
that to bring Pak-US businessmen closer is her top 
priority. “It would be honor for us to host LCCI 
delegation there”, she added. She said that private 
sectors of both the countries should have long term 
relations. She pledged to make all out efforts to 
bridge communication, trade and economic gaps. 



The LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah, 
Senior Vice President Nasir Hameed 
Khan, Vice President Tahir Manzoor 
Chaudhry and Executive Committee 
Members express deep grief and sor-
row over sudden demise of the LCCI 
Executive Committee Member Shireen 
Arshad Khan.
The Office-bearers of the Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
paid rich tributes to the services of 
Shireen Arshad and recalled that she 
always preferred work over her health 
and had given priority to her commit-
ments.  
They prayed to the Almighty Allah to 
keep the departed soul in peace and 
let the family bear this irreparable loss 
with fortitude.



PICTURE GALLERY

Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment Abdul Razak Dawood at LCCI

Deputy Chairman Senate Saleem Mandviwalla visits LCCI

Ambassador of Mali at LCCI

MoU Signing Ceremony with Islamabad Diagnostic Centre

Deputy Director of Trade, British High Commission at LCCI

LCCI SVP Nasir Hameed Khan opening Play Land at Siddiq Trade Center
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PICTURE GALLERY

LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah, Former President Mian Misbah ur Rehman 
and SVP FPCCI Kh Shahzaib Akram with Governor Punjab

President RCCI with President LCCI

FPCCI President Nasir Hayat Magoon, Senior Vice President Khawaja Shahzeb Akram, LCCI President Mian Tariq Misbah, Senior Vice 
President Nasir Hameed Khan, Vice President Tahir Manzoor Chaudhry, LCCI/FPCCI former President Mian Anjum Nisar, LCCI former President Muhammad Ali Mian, 

Irfan Iqbal Sheikh in a group photo after a meeting at LCCI.

Opening of Google Store 

Italian Envoy at LCCI

Chairman Lahore Parking Company, CTO and DC Lahore at LCCI

Ambassador of Pakistan to Argentine visits LCCI
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PICTURE GALLERY

Federal Minister for Science & Technology Fawad Ch Inaugurates LCCI iOS App

US Delegation led by Member Democratic State Central Committee Aisha Khan at LCCI CEO Askari Development & Holdings calls on LCCI Office-Bearers

Opening of LCCI Upgraded Server Room South African HC calls on LCCI Office-Bearers

Ambassador of Philippines visits LCCI CEO LNG Easy Mian Yasir Hamid speaks at LCCI
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Online AC# PK25SMES2003000079000066 S.M.E Bank, Faisal 
Town Br, Maulana Shaukat Ali Road Lahore.
Email: nstforlifelhr@gmail.com
Website: naweedesahartrustforlife.weebly.com

APPEAL
Mr. Mukhtar Nawaz is suffering from chronic 
Myeloid Leukaemia concerned doctor has advised 
him for bone marrow transplantation surgery. The 
estimated cost of of the treatment is 35,000,00. He is 
very poor person and son of a school teacher. 
Anybody who is willing to help him can contact.
Mukhtar Nawaz
Cell Number: 0300 4877040
Account Number: 02080519231 Branch Code 
0024 Soneri Bank, Agha Khan University
Hospital Karachi.
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Mukhtar Nawaz
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0024 Soneri Bank, Agha Khan University
Hospital Karachi.



43







LCCI FACILITATION DESKS
DESK
Nadra

Driving License
Police Services

Passport
F.B.R

LESCO
Excise & Taxation

SMEDA
PESSI

Bank of Punjab
United Bank Ltd.

WeBOC
WASA

PIA

9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-1pm

10am-3pm
10am-2pm

9:30am-2pm
9am-5pm
9am-4pm
9am-4pm
9am-5pm
9am-2pm

9am-12pm
10am-4pm

TIMINGS

The LCCI Management presents its 
compliments to Dr. Faisal Q Khokhar, 
Convener LCCI Sc on Pharmaceutical 

Sector for his matchless cooperation for 
coordination in connection with 

LCCI Special Supplement.  

COMPLIMENTS













190mm

Supplementation Could Reduce Risk of Influenza
 and COVID-19 Infections

Nutrients 2020, 12, 988; doi:10.3390/nu12040988
www.mdpi.com/journal/nutrients

Vitamin D
180mm
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